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EOPLES WATER SERVICE COMPANY OF FLORIDA, INC.

PO, BOX 4815 - 905 LOWNDE AVENUE  PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 325070815
(904) 455-8552  FAX (904) 456-1010

April 21, 1998 Ri.« LIVED
Florida Public Service Commission APK 23 1398
Water Utility Regulation Fonda b sovee c

2540 Shumard Oak Boulavard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850

Ref: Fire Hydrant Meter Doposits

Peoples Water Service Company Of Florida Inc. respectfully petitions the
Florida Public Service Commission (FPSC) to review the following petition to
modify our tariff's rules to allow our company the ability to charge a deposit for
hydrant meter use. We will begin by giving a short synopsis of the use of a
hydrant meter and the type of requests that we receive for hydrant meters. We
will then explain why we feel it necessary to seek the approval of the FPSC
regarding this matter.

Hydrant meters are commonly requested by road contractors, home
builders and landscaping businesses for high volume water usage. When a
request for a hydrant meter is received, we provide the hydrant meter with an
approved backflow device. The customer will connect o the hydrant meter with
their choice of piping or hose size to fit the purpose of the job. In the past, we
have not required any kind of security deposit nor charged a service fee for
delivery and hookup . There is no language in our tariff that we can find that
allows us the ability to charge a deposit for a hydrant meter.

The cost of purchasing a hydrant mater is around $1,000.00. In the last
year alone, we have lost one hydrant meter from theft and our revenue loss for
consumption is around $7,000.00. We now seek permission from the FPSC to
allow us the ability to request a minimum of $1,000.00 as deposit on the hydrant
meter, plus a service charge each time we deliver or move the hydrant meter for
the same customer and job. To substantiate our request, we are including two
typical bills for consumption from current contractors using hydrant meters. This
will indicate the approximate monetary value risk exposure in which we find
ourselves subject to losing revenue from when a customer does not pay the bill
This usually happens during the last month or so of the job and routinely we find
it more prevalent with out of town contractors. This type of service is different
from providing normal water service to residential and commercial users. The
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volume of building in our area is tremendous and will increase even greater in
the coming years. We anticipate a greater amount of hydrant meter requests and
we wish to have a solid policy that is protective of our equipment, revenue and

our good customers.

Please examine this request and render a decision on this petition to
charge this deposit. We will be happy to answer any questions you might have
regarding this matter.

Respectfully Submitted
Peoples Water Service Company of Florida, Inc.

Jim Ogle ra
Assistant To Manager

cc: Sherlock S. Gillet Jr., V.P.
File
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