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September 8, 1898

Ms. Blanca S. Bayo, Director

Division of Records & Reporting

Florida Public Service Commission

2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850

Re: Docket No. 980686-TP
Determination of the cost of basic local lelecommur cations service,
pursuant o Section 364,025, Florida Statutes

Dear Ms. Bayo,

Please find enclosed for filing an origina! and fiflteen coples of GTE Florida
Incorporated’'s Request for Confidential Classification regarding information included in
its responses to Stafl's First Request for Production of Documents in the above matter.
Service has been made as indicated on the Cerlificatle of Service. If there are any
questions regarding this filing, please contact me at (813) 483-2617.
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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

in re: Determination of the Cost of ) Docket No. 980696-TP
Basic Local Telecommunications ) Filed: September 8, 1998
Service, Pursuant to Section 384.025, )
Florida Statutes )
= )

GTE FLORIDA INCORPORATED'S

REQUEST FOR CONFIDENTIAL CLASSIFICATION

Under Commission Rule 25-22,008, GTE Florida Incorporated (GTE) seeks
confidential classification and a protective order for certain information included in its
responses to Staff's First Request for Production of Documents, filed on August 17, 1898
(GTE filed a Notice of intent to Request Confidential Classification for these items at that
time.) While a ruling on the Request is pending, GTE understands that the information at
issue (s exempt from Florida Statutes section 119.07{1) and Staff will accord it the
stringent protection from disclosure required by Fule 25-22.006(3)(d). GTE already
submitted (1) a highlighted/unredacted copy and (2) a redacted copy of this confidential
information with its earlier Notice of Intent.

All of the information for which GTE seeks confidential treatment falls within Florida
Statutes section 384 183(3)(e), which defines the term, "proprietary confidential business
information,” to include "information relating to competitive interests, the disclosure of
which would impair the competitive business of the provider of information.® If the
information at isrue were publicly disclosed, it would allow compelitors to tailor their
marketing, entry and expansion plans accordingly, avoiding much of the trial and error that
is the halimark of an openly competitive marketplace. In aduition, some of the information

covered by this Request is considered 10 be proprietary and confidential by GTE's third-
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party vendors, as well as by GTE.

in a competitive business, any knowledge obtained about a competitor can be used
to the detriment of the entity to which it pertains, ofien in ways thal cannot be fully
anticipated. This unfair advantage skews the operation of the market, lo the ullimate
datriment of the telecommunications consumer, As such, it is essential for the Commission

to afford confidential treatment to the information described below in the following

justification of confidentiality.

Bates-stamped pages 18-86. This document is GTE's infrastructure provisioning
guidelines for maintenance, obligatory, and normal growth funding Also included are
considerations of the impacts of open marketl transition, .naintenance and operating
improvements, business case developmen!, and ralecled technologies. It contains
detailed information on network planning and design, planned and reactionary projects,
growth relief triggers, technology Iimplementation assessments, and Jdeployment and
provisioning guidelines for numerous components. Public disclosure of this
comprehensive information about GTE's strategies for maintaining and building out its
natwork would help GTE's compstitors, both actual and potential, know how to design their
own networks to best compete with GTE. These data would, moreover, help GTE's
competitors understand and anticipate GTE's likely responses to competitive entry and
expansion, thus aliowing an unfair market advantage. (Because of the nature of the

document, it is impossible 1o divide it into line and column numbers, the only plausible way
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to maintain its confidentiality is to consider the entire document (past the cover page)

confidential.)

Bates-stamped pages 130-178. This document sets forth GTE's practices to be followed
for the negotiations with joint pole users, structural coordination-height and boundary
limitations at airports, specifications for communication lines crossing the tracks of
railroads, and for guidelines for use after contract execution. Among other inings, it
discloses GTE's rationale for taking particular negotiating positions, and establishes
detailed contract specifications to be followed. This document, if disclosed, would give
entities with which GTE must contract for jount pole use an advantage over GTE in
negotiations. Such entities will know GTE's objectives and rationale for cor'rect
negotiations, thus enabling them 1o obtain more favorable terms from GTE than they
otherwise would. In addition, as a general matter, GTE considers =il of its internal
praclices and operating provedures to be confidential. As noled above, any information
gained from the company can be used by competitors in ways that GTE cannot fully
anticipate. (Because of the nature of the docur.ent, it is impossible to divide it into line

and column numbers; the only plausible way to maintain its confidentiality is to consider

the entire document confidential.)

Bates-stamped pages 220, lines 1211-3131, columns C-T; page 221, lines 3132-56213,

columns C-T; page 222, lines 5§215-5332, columns C-T; page 223, lines 1211-4113,
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columns C-K, page 224, lines 4114-5332, columns C-K. These documents show GTE's
mix of feeder and distribution by cer itral office. Feet and section statistics are given, along
with percentages associated with the structural mix for each office. This type of detailed,
geography-specific information about GTE's network could give competitors, particularly
facilities-based competitors, useful guidance in designing their own networks and in

knowing what areas might be relatively more cost-effective to serve.

Pages 1-133, all lines, last column. This is a detailed history of CTE's switched and
special mlmmﬁmmm (1995-1997). These pages show, for each
central office, the number of units for over 20 types of local exchange services. This
information would be extremely helpful to a competitor in discerning demand and demand
trends, by central office, for all of these services. The compe* tor could then know, without
the usual market trial and eror, where entry and/n expansion would likely be mocst
profitable, and where it could bast compete successfully with GTE This kind of access

line information is routinely granted confidential protection by this Comnission




Respectfully submitted on September 8, 1998.

o (1300

Pnﬂ Office Box 110, FLTC00C7
Tampa, Florida 33801
Telephone: 813/483-2617

Attomey for GTE Florida Incorporated




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
| HEREBY CERTIFY that copies of GTE Florida Incorporated's Request for

Confidential Classification regarding its responses to Staff's First Request for Production
of Documents in Docket No. 880896-TP were sent via U.S. mail on September 8, 1998 to
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tia parties on the attached list.




Wiliam P. Cox, Staff Counsel

Florida' Public Service Commission

2540 Shumard Osk Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL 32388-0850

David B Erwin
Attorney-Al-Law

127 Riversink Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Jeff Wahlen

Ausley & McMullen
227 5. Calhoun Streel
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Peter Dunbar/Barbara Auger
Penninglon Law Firm

P. O Box 10085
Tallahassee, FL 32302

Benjamin Fincher

Spnnt

3100 Cumberiand Circle
Allanta, GA 30338

Carolyn Marek

Time Warner Comm,
F O Box 210706
Mashville, TH 37221

Lynne G. Brewer
Northeast Florida Tel. Co.
P. O. Box 485

Macelenny, FL 32063-0485

Office of Public Counsel

t/o The Flonda Legislature
111 W. Madison Streel
Room 812

Tallshassee, FL 32399-1400

Charles Rehwinke!
Sprint-Fiorida Inc
1313 Blair Stona Road
MC FLTHOO0107
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Tracy Hatch/Marsha Rule
ATAT

101 N. Monroe Street, #700
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Thomas Bond

MCI Telecomm. Cc o

T80 Johnson Ferry Rd., #700
Atlanta, GA 30342

Floyd R. Self

Normman H. Horton, Jr
Messer Law Firm

215 5. Monroe Streetl, Suite 701
Tallahassee, FL 32301-1876

James C. Falvey

e.3pire™ Communications, Inc
133 National Business Parkway
Suite 200

Annapolis Junclion, MD 20701

Harriet Eudy
ALLTEL Florids. Inc.
P. O, Box 550

Live Cak, FL 32080

Micheal A. Gross

Assistant Attomey General
Office of the Attorney General
PL-01 The Capitol
Tallahassee, FL 32389-1050

Nancy White

BellSouth Telecomm. Inc,
150 8. Monroe Streel

Sulte 400

Tallahassee, FL 32301-1556

Richard Meison

Law Firm
P. O, Box 6528
Tallahasses, FL 32314

Donna Canzano
Wiggins & Villacona

P. O. Drawer 1657
Tallahassee, FL 32302

E.ian Sulmonetti
WorldCom_ Inc,

1515 S, Federal Highway
Suile 400

Boca Ratcn, FL 33432

Laura L. Gallagher
Florida Cable Tele. Assn
310 N. Monroe Stresl
Tallanassee, FL 32301

Lynn B. Hall

Vista-United Telecomm
P.O. Box 10180

Lake Buena Vista, FL 32830




‘Robent M Post, Jr.
P. O Box 277
Indiantown, FL 34858

Kelly Goodnight

Frontier Communications
180 S Clinion Avenue
Rochester, NY 14646

Paul Kouroupas/Michael McRae
Teleport Comm. Group. Inc.

2 Lafayetie Cenire, Suite 400
1133 21st Street, NW.
Washington, DC 20036

Ben Ochshom

Florida Legal Servicas
2121 Delta Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL 32303

Tom McCabe
P.O. Box 189
Quincy, FL 32353-0189

Steve Brown
intermedia Comm. Inc.
3625 Queen Palm Lrive
Tampa, FL 33619-1309

Suzanne Summerlin

1311-B Paul Russell Road

Suite 201
Tallahassee, FL 32301

117 8. Gad=cen Slresl
Tallahassee, FL 32301
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