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State of Florlc’ .
Public Serbice Commission

-M-E-M-0-R-A-N-D-U-M-

DATE: February 26, 1999

TO: Steve C. Tribble, Director, Division of Administration

FROM: Jennifer Brubaker, Division of Legal Services W

RE: Docket No. 981344-SU - Initiation of show proceedings against Blanton Lake
Utilities Company in Pasco County for violation of Rules 25-30.110(3), F.A.C,
Records and Reports; Annual Reports, and 25-30.120, F.A.C., Regulatory Assessment
Fees.

On December 7, 1998, the Commission issued Final Order No, PSC-98-1641-FOF-WU,
in which it declined to initiate a show cause proceeding against Mr. Stephen Matala, former
owner of Blanton Lake Utility Company (Blanton Lake or utility), for the failure to pay 1992 and
1993 regulatory assessment fees (RAFs) and associated penalty and interest, and ordered the
referral of $1,340.62 in unpaid 1992 and 1993 RAFs, penaltics and interest 1o the Office of the
Comptroller for permission to write off as uncoliectible. The utility also owes $331.80 in penalty
and interest associated with RAFs for January 1995 through June 1996. Due to the fact that the
utility was in receivership and ultimately was transferred to Pasco County, the collection of the
penalties and interest associated with RAFs would not be cost effective.

The events leading to this determination are outlined below for your convenience:

1. Blanton Lake Utility Company (Blanton Lake or utility) is a Class C utility located
in Pasco County. Pursuant to Order No. PSC-92-1301-FOF-WU, Water
Certificate No, 328-W was issued on November 12, 1992.

3 On June 8, 1994, pursuant to Section 367.165, Florida Statutes, Mr. Stephen J.
Matala, owner of Blanton Lake, submitted a notice of abandonment with the

r'tl:h S
AFA Florida Public Service Commission (Commission), the Florida Department of
T Environmental Protection (DEP) and the United States Environmental Protection

APE Agency. On July 26, 1994, by Order No. PSC-94-0919-FOF-WS, this
CAF Commission acknowledged the abandonment of the Blanton Lake system. Further,
CMU Mr. Matala, as prior owner of Blanton Lake, did not remit the utility’s regulatory
CTR assessment fees for 1992 and 1993.
EAG ———= 3. The Circuit Court of the Sixth Judicial Circuit, in and for Pasco County, Florida,
LER s appointed Pasco County Utility Department (Pasco County) the temporary receiver
LN of Blanton Lake in September, 1994. Pursuant to Order No. PSC-94-1235-FOF-
o WU, issued October 11, 1994, the Commission acknowledged the Circuit Court’s
R'FL = — appointment of Pasco County as receiver for Blanton Lake.
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The utility, with Pasco County as receiver, was regulated by this Commission until
June 1996, when Section 167.031, Florida Statutes, was amended to make

exemptions self-executing.

Blanton Lake, with Pesco County as receiver, did not timely remit RAFs for the
January 1995 to June 1996 time period in accordance with Section 367.145,
Florida Statutes. After the nonpayment of RAFs was brought to our attention,
Commission staff contacted Pasco County about the outstanding RAFs. By letter
dated May 6, 1996, Pasco County stated its position that, as receiver for Blanton
Lake, the County was not responsible for RAFs. By letter dated June 9, 1997,
Pasco County submitted a check in the amount of $635.46 for outstanding RAFs
and requested a waiver of the penalty and interest.

On June 19, 1997, Pasco County filed an application with the Commission for
acknowledgment of the transfer of facilities from Blanton Lake to Pasco County,
pursuant to Section 367.071, Florida Statutes. Pursuant to Order No. PSC-97.
1424-FOF-WU, issued November 13, 1997, in Docket No. 970741-WU, the
Commission acknowledged the transfer of Blanton Lake Utilities Company to
Pasco County and canceled Certificate No. 328-W. Order No. PSC-97 '424-FOF-
WU also recognized that RAFs had been paid for Blanton Lake Utilities Company
for 1994 through 1996 by Pasco County, and that Pasco County had submitted a
request for waiver of penalty and interest due for 1995 and 1996 RAFs. The
Order stated that the County's request for waiver, and the 1992 and 1993 RAFs
which went unpaid by Blanton Lake's former owner, would be handled in a

separate docket.

By Order No. PSC-98-1641-FOF-WU, issued December 7, 1998, in Docket No.
981344-WU, the Commission declined to initiate a show cause proceeding against
Mr. Matala, former owner of Blanton Lake, for the failure to pay 1992 and 1993
RAFs and associsted penalty and interest. Noting that both the Commission and
Pasco County were unsuccessful in their attempts to locate Mr. Matala, the
Commission found that a show cause proceeding and further collection efforts
would not be cost effective. Therefore, the Commission ordered the referral of
$713.08 ($356.81 for 1992 and $356.27 for 1993) in unpaid RAFs and $627 54
in penalty and interest, for a total amount of $1,340.62, to the Office of the
Comptroller for permission to write off the accour. as uncollectible.

The utility accumulated losses during the County's tenure and therefore lacked the
funds to pay. Pasco County could not pay the penalties and interest out of the
utility's funds and did not want 1o nor was required to use its own funds to pay

the outstanding penalties and interest.
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9. Noting that collection efforts would not be cost effective, the Commission ordered
the outstanding $331.80 in penalty and interest associated with RAFs for the
period of September 1994 through June 1996, be referred to the Comptroller’s
Office for permission to write off the account as uncollzctible.

Please find the following attached hereto:
a Order No. PSC-98-1641-FOF-WU

b. State of Florida Office of the Comptroller Burcau of Auditing Delinguent
Accounts Receivable Transmittals

Mr. Stephen J. Matala's last known mailing address is:

Post Office Box 1615
Dade City, Florida 33526-1615

Blanton Lake's mailing address is:

Douglas S. Bramlett, Asst. County Administrator
Pasco County Utility Department

7530 Little Road, Suite 205

New Port Richey, Florida 34654-5598

Pasco County's mailing address is:

Douglas S. Bramlett, Asst. County Administrator

Pasco County Utility Department
7530 Linle Road, Suite 205

New Port Richey, Florida 34654-5598

In light of the foregoing, we submit this matter to your office to forward to the account

to the Department of Banking and Finance, Comptroller’s Office, for permission to write off the
account as uncollectible.

JSBAw
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Division of Water and Wastewater (Groom)
Division of Administration (Knight)
Division of Records and Reporting
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. trams(er of majority organizational control.
Based on the foregoingy it is

ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Commission that Utilities, Inc.'s Motion
to Dismiss Objection of Florida Water Services Corporation is hereby granted. It is further

ORDERED that this docket shall remain open pending a ruling upon Utilities, Inc.'s
application for transfer of majority organizational control.

By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Commission this Jth day of December,

1998,
BLANCA §. BAYO, Director
Division of Records and Reporting
BEPFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
Io re: Initation of show cause DOCKET NO. 98] 344-WU
proceedings against Blanton Lake ORDER NO. PSC-98-1641-FOF-WU
Utilities Company in Pasco County ISSUED: December 7, 1998

for violadon of Rules 25-30.110(3),
F.A.C., Records and Reports; Annual
Repons, and 25-30.120, FAC,,
Regulatory Asscssment Fees.

The following Commissioners partcipated in the disposition of this nuatter;

JULIA L JOHNSON, Chairman
J. TERRY DEASON
SUSAN F. CLARK

JOE OARCIA
E. LEON JACOBS, JR.
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BY THE COMMISSION:
BACKOROUND

Blanton Lake Utility Company (Blanton Lake or wtility) is a Class C wtlity located
in Pasco County serving an area west of Dade City. By Order No. PSC-92-1301-FOR-WU,
issued November 12, 1992, Blanton Lake obtained Water Certificare No. 328-W. The service
area consists of approximately 24 acres with 53 homes. Blanton Lake's 1993 annual report
indicates that the system “ad a gross revenue amount of $7,917.00 and & net loss of $45.00,

On June 8, lm.mmkﬁnlﬂ.lﬂ.mmw.&tﬁnl
Matala, owner of Blanton Lake, submined a notice of abandonment with the Florida Public
Service Commission (Commission), the Florida Deparment of Environmental Protection
(DEP) and the United States Environmental Protection Agency. On July 26, 1994, by Order
No. PSC-94-0919-FOF-WS, this Commission acknowledged Blanton Lake's sbandoament of
its system. Further, Mr. Matala, as prior owner of Blanton Lake, did not remit the utility's
regulatory assessment fees for 1992 and 1993,

: mﬁhﬂﬂmdﬂnSMWChdLthuFmCmr,m.
appoiated Pasco County Utility Department (Pasco County) the temporary receiver of Blanton
Lake in September, 1994. Pursuant 1o Onder No. FSC-94-1235-FOF-WU, issued October 11,
IM.MCMEMWMCMCM:WHMCmn
receiver for Blanton Lake,

Tuﬁnhuﬂwhnwbh.thmthhﬂmLﬂ:fﬂﬁq
efficiently. However, by letier dated April 15, 1996, Pasco County was notified that the 1995
regulatory assessment fee for Blanton Lake had not been received by the Commission, and
ﬁumnﬂw&h.mﬁynﬂhmmmﬂhnduﬂﬂnyddhqm
amount due. A similar letter, dated June 4, 1997, was sent 10 Pasco County with rega: 1o
Blanton Lake's 1996 regulatory assessment fees.

By letters dated May 6, 1996 and June 9, 1997, Pasco County notified the
Commission of its position that, as receiver for Blanton Lake, the County was not respoasible
for payment of 1995 and 1996 regulatory assessment lees.

On June 19, 1997, Pasco County filed an application with this Commission for
acknowledgment of the transfer of water and wastewater facilities from Blanton Lake Utilities
Company to Pasco County, pursuant 10 Section 367.071, Florida Statutes. Pursuant 1o Order
No. PSC-97-1424-POP-WU, lssued November 13, 1997, in Docket No. 970741-WU, the
Commission acknowledged the transfer of Blanton Lake Utilities Company to Pasco County
and canceled Centificate No. 328-W. Order No. PSC-97-1424-FOP-WU also recognized that
regulatory assessment fecs had been paid for Blanton Lake Urilities Company for 1994
&mﬁlﬂﬂh“ﬂuﬂy.udiﬂ?mﬂmﬂrhdd-hdnmfuﬂm
of penalty and interest due for 1995 and 1996 regulatory asscssment focs. The Order stated
that the County’s request for waiver, and the 1992 and 1993 regulatory assessment fees which
went unpaid by Blanton Lake's former owner, would be handled in 2 separate docker.
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m&mhﬁhﬁﬁlﬂnnuwwmfu However, Blanton
Lake failed to pay regulatory assessment fees for 1992 and 1993, Although the wtility was
Whm.sml.MHMyﬂlmdebyP-mCmmM
fime, Mr Matala remains responsible for the 1992 and 1993 fees pursuant o Section

Pursuant to Section 350.113( 1), Florids Statutes, and Rule 25-30.120(5)Xa), Florida
Administrative Code, a statutory penalty plus interest shall be assessed against any utility that
fails to timely pay lhrquhmmﬁu.hﬂurdbwium

. 3 percent of the fee if the failure is for not more
tulﬂ:hn.ﬁ:hnnddirhul&p:mmrur
cach additional 30 days or fraction thereof
dlh'duﬂmhwhkhhllmmﬁmu.m
10 exceed a total penalty of 25 percent,
2. The amount of interest 10 be charged is 1% for
each 30 days or fraction thereof, not to exceed
& total of 12% annum.
In addition, pursuant 1 Sections 367.145(1)(b) and 367.161, Florida Statutes, and
Rule 25-30.120(5)(b), Florida Administrative Code, the Commission may impose an
lddltiuu]pem!ryupm:tdﬂtyrwfaﬂmhpru:uhmmI‘euhatimr.ly

manner.
Hﬂ&udﬂhmyfmﬁihnmmhiumulumymfmmmﬁod
to the utility on April 28, 1993, June 15, 1993 and May 3, 1994. As of November 17, 1998,
the wtility owes the following: $713.08 ($356.81 for 1992 and $356.27 for 1993) in regulatory
assessment fees, as well as $178.27 in penalty and $449.27 in interest for a 1otal of $1,340.62.
W:Mhpeﬂund“bndmtﬁcmhrddlpwﬂmm

nummeMer.'WHU.s.m.
411 (1833), Th-,mhnuﬂuulln.n:iulhuuutrlhﬁnmuym
assessment foes, would meet the standard for & “willful violation. See Order No, 24306,
issued April 1, 1991, in Docket No. 890216-TL.
mlml.tﬂ.m.mmmcmdhhmudunmlm

-
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the utility effective July 30, 1994, By Order No. PSC*N-WIER}F-WU.MM)' 26,
Im.ummumum The Circuit Court appointed Pasco
CmUﬂhWMCm}ﬁmmdBMHhh
September, 1994,

Nevertheless, pursuant to Section 367.071(2), Florida Statutes, Mr. Matala, the
wn.mmrw.“mﬁnmymuum“mfm
nrhudlhyﬁumdmudumhfmu.wuumq. Although Mr.
Mmlhbbhhtm-dIWJmm—mfﬂu.anan
locate him. We sent letters on April 28, 1993, June 15, 1993 and May 3, 1994, and have

0663-FOF-WS, issued May 14, 1998, in Docket No. 980342-WS; and Order No. PSC-98-

sent the County a copy of an application for an exemption. For whatever reason, Pasco
Cmuymﬂhdumh-mm Therefore, the utility, with Pasco County
as receiver, was regulated by the Commission until June 1996, when Section 367.022, Florida

Lake, the County was not responsible asscssment fees. By letier aated June
9, Im.rmmm.ﬁﬂhh“dﬁﬂﬂhmw
-n-h-d“d-nﬂmdhpnhy-lh-u
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rmﬂmu:hui&rymplrmamhmﬁmcdmwlhmlqIhmulfhu:hlupuﬂ
required by Commission rule. Section 367.145(1), Florida Statutes. Rule 25-30.12001),

regulatory
upon its gross operating revenue, Beginning January 1, le,nchuu‘lirhmw.imdln pay
nfuhr&mdhﬂwmfwhmm. Pursuant 10 Section
350,1lxqr.msmndhhzs-mmtsm.mnmmcm.umlq
ﬂullhmdmhunrutﬂkyhﬂ&umhmhhymfubyum
31,

PSC-97-0767-FOF-FU, issued June 30, 1997 in Docket No. 970360-GU, June 30, 1997,
whmiu:hehctnfmhw&ynwﬂuhmmmhymdimmmmm late
regulatory assessment fee payments was discussed:

lthlhﬁmdmdllulqﬂlmndnmthemmur
ﬂninilnﬁuamdumchnnhhmlﬁ.lmm
Administrative Law, Section 32. The grant of a waiver

clear and on s face, If the terms and
nmhhuufumnphh.hmhmmfu
ve interpretation.
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and interest associated with January 1995 1o June 1996 regulatory assessment fees 1o the State
of Florida Office of the Comptroller for permission 1o write off the account as uncollectible.

This portion of our Order is consistent with Order No. PSC-98-1100-FOFP-WS,
issued August 17, 1998, in Dockets Nos. 900025-WS and 930944-WS; Urder No. PSC-9§-
0663-FOF-WS, issued May 14, 1998, in Docket No. 980342-WS; and Order No. PSC-98-
0906-FOP-SU, issued July 7, 1998, in Dockst No. 980258-SU.

Mdhcudmvhdrh&ndmhnnm.-mw:aedmudwo{
Blanton Lake, was regulated by the Commission until June 1996, when Section 367.022,
Florida Statutes, became self-exeuting. Whereas Blanton Lake, with Pasco County as coun-
appointed receiver, was exempt from Commission regulation since June 1996, no regulatory
assessmend fees shall be assessed or owed from that period onward.

CLOSING DOCKETS

ummﬁurdnfduIMudlﬂlqdammrmmdendn
whm.ﬂhmﬂuﬂhmd:ﬁﬁtlﬂ!ﬁm;himlﬂﬁmnlﬂuy
assessment fees to the Comptroller's Office, no further action will be required, and this docket
~ shall be closed.

Based on the foregoing, it is

MMMMM&MEWCMMMEMIWMLEJ
mmm&-dmmynﬂm.mwmﬂuuﬂm
associated with 1995 through June 1996 regulatory assessment fees shall be referred 1o the
Suud?h&ﬂﬂhﬂhtmhfwmmmuuﬂmmu
uncollectible. It is further

mummmmcw:mmwmquu
interest is necessary. |1 is further

ORDERED that this docket shall be closed upon referral of the regulatory assessment
fees penalty and interest.

Hrﬂ!ﬂﬂldﬁeﬂﬂﬂhﬂkﬂmﬁfumhkmﬁkhhhydw

1998,

BLANCA S. BAYO, Disector

Division of Records and Reporting

BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Lo re: Joint application for ransfer DOCKET NO. 980767-WS
of faciliuies of Gulf Utility Company ORDER NO. PSC-98-1642-FOF-WS
to Gulf Eavironmental Services, Inc. ISSUED: December 7, 1998
in Lee County and cancellation of

Cenificates Nos. 072-W and 064-5.




STATE OF FLORIDA
OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER
BUREAU OF AUDITING
DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE TRANSMITTAL

(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE)

AGENCY: FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION DATE: March 1, 1999
CONTACT: EVELYN H. SEWELL. CHIEF, BUREAU OF FISCAL SERVICES
PHONE NUMBER: 413-6263 (SUNCOM/293-6263)

SAMAS ACCOUNT CODE:
61 2" 2 573003 610000 00 000300 (RAF)
61 74 1 000331 610000 00 001200 (Penalties & Interest)

981344-SU __Matala  Stephen .

MGENCY REFEREMCES LAST MAME FIRST wiILE SCIA SITLRITY MUMBER  COMPTROLLER LSE OWLY

Blanton Lake Utilities Company
Post Office Box 1615, Dade City, Florida 33526-1615
LAST KONDMN ADDEESS (IMCLUDE 71P)

£712.08 = §5627.24 = 51.340.62

WL TELEAOE WORK TELEAOE s PEWALTY/ INTEREST AOUNT e
§350.127. F.S.. §367.121. F.S.,
§367 161, F.5., Rule 25-30.120, F.AC, 31793 g
PENALTY/INTEREST AUTHORITY DATE CEBT INCLRRED oCaT Tvee

DEST DESCRIPTION. e.g.. DRIVER LICENSE  SALMAY OVERPATMENT . PROPERTY DAMWGE

AMOITIONL [INFORMATION, e.g.. DATE OF BIRTH, DRIVER LICONGE MMBER, E£7C

1 VBLARTORD 58

DBF - 0A-580 NEW 47D
e




i STATE OF FLORIDA
OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER
BUREAU OF AUDITING
DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE TRANSMITTAL

(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE)

AGENCY: FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION DATE: February 26, 1999

CONTACT: EVELYN H. SEWELL. CHIEF. BUREAU OF FISCAL SERVICES
PHONE NUMBER: 413-6263 (SUNCOM/293-6263)

SAMAS ACCOUNT COOE:
61 74 1 000331 610000 00 001200 (Penalties & Interest)

981344-5U __Bramlett Douglas 8.

AGEMCY REFEREMCES LAST N FIRST HIDoLE G SECLAITY WMBER  COWTROLLER USE OwLw

Blanton Lake Utility Company

c/o Pasco County Utility Department

2530 Little Road, Suite 205, New Port Richey, FL 34654-5598
LAST KNOMN ADDRISS (INCLUDE 11P)

227/847-8145 $331.80 $331.80

HIME TELEPHIME WORK. TELEPHONE L g PEWALTY/ INTEREST APOLNT TOTA

§350.127, F.8., §367.121, F.S58.,
§367.161. F.S.. Rule 25-30.120, F.A.C, 3/31/95 8

PERALTY/ [NTEREST AUTWORITY DATE DEBT INCLRRED DIaT Tvig

OEBT DESCRIFTION. o.g . ORIVER LICENSE. SALARY ONERPAYMENT, PROPERTT DAAGE

AOITION, [WORMATION, & g, . DATE OF BIRTH, DRIVER LICENSE MMBER, [TC

I BLANTON] J5B

OBF -A0-580 NEW 4/89
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