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Lee Counties, Florida DOCKET NO. 981288-WU

MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

Comes now, Town and Country Utilities Company (hereinafter "the Utility" or "Town and
Country"), by and through their undersigned attorneys, and files this Motion for Extension of Time
to file its direct testimony and other controlling dates as outlined in pre-hearing Procedural Order
No. PSC-99-0084-PCO-WU dated January 13, 1999 and in support ther;of states as follows:

L
The Pre-hearing Procedural Order provides that Town and Country’s direct testimony in

support of its Application is due to be filed on April 16, 1999. The final hearing date is currently

scheduled for August 24 and 25, 1999. In berween the filing of direct testimony of Town and
AKX
AFA Country and the date of hearing, there is substantial time to permit all parties additional time to
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cps prepare their case and submit appropriate testimony well in advance of the hearing, even with an
CMY ————extension as proposed herein.
03 o —
EA: 11.
e = , ‘ , o o
Livs e Since the filing of the two protests to Town and Country’s Application, representatives ot
¢ —Fown and Country have been in continuing contact with representatives of both Protestants (Le2
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ovh voted (o withdraw its protest on conditions to which Town and Country is agresable and which are
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not specifically related to the Application pending before the Commission. Charlotte County and
Town and Country are currently working toward finalizatio:. . [ th.t settlement arrangement which
will lead to the withdrawal by Charlotte County. It is expected that a final withdrawal will occur
within the next two to three weeks.

I11.

Discussions between Lee County officials and Town and Country have been ongoing since
the filing of the protest by Lee County and the parties are confident that some settlement arrange-
ment will be able to be arrived at, which will hopefully result in the withdrawal of Lee County’s
objection to Town and Country’s Application in the relatively near future as well.

Iv.

The preparation of direct testimony by Town and Country and other matters related to
preparation for heariﬁg, will likely be very costly and ultimately have an impact on the rates of
customers proposed for service by Town and Country. As such, if those costs can be avoided as a
result of settlement of all pending protests, it is in the best interest of all parties and the public
generally to delay preparation of testimony ‘and incurring the related cost wiwii such time as it is
apparent -that settlement cannot be achieved, or to at least be 1n a position to determine who the
protesting parties will be and therefore the scope of the direct testimony.

V.

On Monday, March 22, 1999, the undersigned counsel contacted the attorneys representing
Lee County and Charlqtte County to seek tﬁeir approval of this Motion for an additional thirty days
in which to file the direct testimony _of Town and Country and the other related controlling dates, so

as to allow all of the parties to this prorcceding additional time to determine the nature and extent of
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any protests and to attempt to resolve those protests if possible. All of the parties agreed that they
had no objection to such an extension if all parties were given an equal extension on the due date for
the filing of their testimonies.
VL

Given that the hearing as scheduled for this proceeding is not to occur until August 24 and
25, 1999, and an extension of thirty days to all of the relevant testimony and pre-hearing statement
due dates will still provide ample time prior to hearing for the completion of those requiremernts,
and will also allow some additional time for attempting to resolve the remaining protest and
hopefully avoiding a hearing in its entirety and all costs related thereto, no parties are prejudice and
by this extension of time and ail parties are in agreement that it is acceptable and it is in the public
interest.

WHERFORE, Town and Country Utilities Company hereby requests that the Pre-hearing
Officer grant an additional thirty days extension of time for the due dates for all testimony to be
prefiled in this proceeding and for the filing of the pre-hearing statements of allr parties m the above-

referenced matter.

Respectfully submitted this
22nd day of March, 1999, by:

ROSE, SUNDSTROM & BENTLEY, LLP
2548 Blairstone Pines Drive

Tallahasses, Flonnda 32301

(850) 877-

F. MARSHALL DETERDING
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

1 HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and accurate copy of the forggoing has been furnished
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by telecopy and regular U.S. Majl to the following on this/-';{ day of March, 1999.

Charlotte County Board of Commissioners

Martha Y. Burton
18500 Murdock Circle
Port Charlotte, Florida 33948-1094

Knowles Law Firm

John Marks, 111

215 S. Monroe Street #130
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Lee County Board of Commissioners
David Owens

P.O. Box 398

Ft. Myers, FL 33902-0398

Rosanne Gervasi, Esquire

- Legal Division

Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL 32399

F Marshall Deterding, Esq.
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