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ORDER SETTING FOR HEARING 
THE ISSUE OF STATEWIDE SEOUENTIAL DISTRIBUTION 

OF TELEPHONE NUMBERS BY CODE HOLDERS 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

On March 15, 1999, the North American Numbering Plan 
Administration (NANPA) notified the Commission that the 904, 305, 
561, 941, and 954 area codes are in extraordinary jeopardy of 
premature exhaustion. Advances in telecommunications services, as 
well as increased competition in local exchange markets, have led 
to an explosion in the demand for numbers, escalating the 
exhaustion rate of area codes in Florida. As a result, numbering 
plan area (NPA or area code) exhaustion is problematic. In the 305 
Monroe County (Keys) area, NANPA declared jeopardy 13 years 
prematurely. 

We have also received information that NXX codes in Florida 
are underutilized. Although NANPA has declared extraordinary 
jeopardy in the 305, 561, 941, and 954 area codes, there are 
differing opinions as to whether these area codes are truly in 
jeopardy. NANPA's conclusions are based on data that lends itself 
to multiple interpretations. 

On September 28, 1998, the FCC issued its opinion in the 
Matter of Petition for Declaratory Ruling and Request for Expedited 
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Action on the July 15, 1997 Order of the Pennsylvania Public 
Utility Commission Regarding Area Codes 412, 610, 215 and 717; 
Implementing the Local Competition Provisions of the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996, CC Docket No. 96-98, FCC 98-224. 
The FCC denied the specific relief implemented by the Pennsylvania 
Public Utility Commission, but delegated additional authority to 
public utility commissions generally to order NXX code rationing in 
jeopardy situations, and encouraged state commissions to seek 
further delegations of authority to implement other innovative 
number conservation methods. 

At our March 30, 1999, Agenda Conference, a concern was raised 
that code holders were not issuing telephone numbers in a 
sequential manner which, if left to continue, would hamper future 
number pooling efforts. Therefore, we believe it is necessary to 
consider whether code holders should be required to distribute 
telephone numbers consecutively, beginning with the lowest 
assignable telephone number, and we are thus setting that issue for 
hearing on an expedited basis. A procedural order will be issued 
subsequently. We will also petition the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) for additional authority to undertake further 
number conservation measures. Concurrently, the industry parties, 
NANPA, Office of Public Counsel, and our staff will conduct 
meetings to reach a consensus on conservation measures for Florida. 

Based on the foregoing, it is 

ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Commission that the 
issue of requiring code holders to distribute telephone numbers 
consecutively, beginning with the lowest assignable telephone 
number, shall be set for hearing. 

By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Commission this 2nd day 
of April, 1999. 

n 

BLANCA S. BAYO, Dire&& 
Division of Records and Reporting 

( S E A L )  

JCM 
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NOTICE OF FURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR JUDICIAL REVIEW 

The Florida Public Service Commission is required by Section 
120.569(1), Florida Statutes, to notify parties of any 
administrative hearing or judicial review of Commission orders that 
is available under Sections 120.57 or 120.68, Florida Statutes, as 
well as the procedures and time limits that apply. This notice 
should not be construed to mean all requests for an administrative 
hearing or judicial review will be granted or result in the relief 
sought. 

Mediation may be available on a case-by-case basis. If 
mediation is conducted, it does not affect a substantially 
interested person's right to a hearing. 

Any party adversely affected by this order, which is 
preliminary, procedural or intermediate in nature, may request: (1) 
reconsideration within 10 days pursuant to Rule 25-22.0376, Florida 
Administrative Code, if issued by a Prehearing Officer; (2) 
reconsideration within 15 days pursuant to Rule 25-22.060, Florida 
Administrative Code, if issued by the Commission; or (3) judicial 
review by the Florida Supreme Court, in the case of an electric, 
gas or telephone utility, or the First District Court of Appeal, in 
the case of a water or wastewater utility. A motion for 
reconsideration shall be filed with the Director, Division of 
Records and Reporting, in the form prescribed by Rule 25-22.060, 
Florida Administrative Code. Judicial review of a preliminary, 
procedural or intermediate ruling or order is available if review 
of the final action will not provide an adequate remedy. Such 
review may be requested from the appropriate court, as described 
above, pursuant to Rule 9.100, Florida Rules of Appellate 
Procedure. 
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