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DIRECT TESTIMONY OF SCOTT TRIGG 

Q .  

A .  My name i s  Scot t  T r i g g ,  P . E . ,  and I am a PE I 1  Program Supervisor f o r  

the Potable Water Section i n  the Northeast D i s t r i c t  o f  the F lo r i da  Department 

o f  Environmental Protect ion (DEP) . My business address i s :  

F1 o r i  da Department o f  Envi ronmental P r o t e c t i  on, 7825 Baymeadows Way, 

Jacksonvi l le ,  FL 32256 

Q .  Please s t a t e  a b r i e f  desc r ip t i on  o f  your educational background and 

exper i ence . 

A .  I have a C i v i l  Engineering Degree from F l o r i d a  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Technology 

(1992). I have been w i th  DEP f o r  6 '/2 years, 4 '/2 i n  the Potable Water Section. 

I have 3 '/2 years experience as an inspector/permi t t i n g  engineer (1992-96). 

I have been the Permi t t ing Supervisor s ince May. 1998 and became a Program 

Supervisor i n  January 1999, 

Q .  What are your general r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a t  t he  DEP? 

A .  As Program Supervisor, I supervise 12 pos i t i ons  and perform 

admi n i  s t r a t i  ve functions f o r  the Section. I review and oversee a1 1 compl i ance 

and enforcement a c t i v i t i e s .  I am a lso the  p e r m i t t i n g  supervisor and c e r t i  f y  

( s i g n  and seal)  a l l  permits f o r  the Sect ion.  

Q .  What i s  the purpose o f  your testimony i n  t h i s  docket? 

A .  The purpose o f  my testimony i s  t o  provide i n fo rma t ion  on the technical  

a b i l i t y  o f  United Water F lo r i da ,  I n te rcoas ta l  U t i l i t y  and S t .  Johns County t o  

prov ide water service t o  t h e  area a t  issue i n  the  United Water F lo r i da  

amendment appl i c a t i  on, My testimony w i  11 address the speci f i c concerns the DEP 

has w i t h  respect t o  water i n  t h i s  area, and the a b i l i t y  o f  each o f  the three 

Please s t a t e  your name and business address? 
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u t i l i t i e s  t o  address and s a t i s f y  these concerns. The DEP does not  have 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  over the JEA. Duval County has an Approved County Health Un i t  

and has been delegated by the  DEP t o  regulate a l l  Pub l i c  Water Systems i n  

Duval County. Therefore, I do not  have the in fo rmat ion  necessary t o  make any 

statements w i th  respect t o  JEA’s a b i l i t y  t o  serve t h i s  area or  the  q u a l i t y  o f  

the  w a t e r  provided by them. 

Q .  

DEP? 

A. Yes. The area i s  experiencing increas ing s a l t  w a t e r  i n t rus ion ,  

therefore the permi t t ing o f  new water we l ls  and the  withdrawals f rom e x i s t i n g  

we l ls  i s  being more c lose ly  monitored by the  DEP and the  Water Management 

D i s t r i c t  (WMD) .  Uni ted Water F lo r i da  i n  the  l a s t  round o f  f u l l  chemical 

compliance t e s t i n g  (1997) has shown increased s u l f a t e  l e v e l s  and i s  r i g h t  a t  

the maximum contaminant leve l  (MCL) . Chlorides, however a r e  not  a problem and 

have consis tent ly  been low. United Water has both shal low and deep we l ls  t ha t  

i t  blends. In te rcoas ta l  U t i l i t y ’ s  l e v e l  o f  su l fa tes  has increased over the 

past several years, but remains a t  approximately 60% o f  the  MCL based on 1997 

da ta .  Chlor ides have cons is ten t ly  shown t o  be low and are no t  a problem. 

In tercoasta l  U t i l i t y  has only  deep w e l l s .  S t .  Johns County U t i l i t y ’ s  leve ls  

are a t  approximately 50% o f  the  MCL f o r  su l fa tes  and ch lo r i des .  They are 

showing an increase o f  the past several years i n  sodium which i s  approximately 

60% o f  t he  MCL based on 1996 data.  The County provides sa t i s fac to ry  w a t e r  

q u a l i t y  by blending t h e i r  product ion from a wel l  f i e l d  o f  shal low and deep 

wel ls .  The water qua l i t y  o f  a l l  three U t i l i t i e s  are s a t i s f a c t o r y  and meet t h e  

water q u a l i t y  standards required by DEP based on t h e i r  most recent compliance 

Would you exp la in  what you mean by concerns r e l a t i n g  t o  water by the 
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t e s t i n g .  Sul fates and ch lor ides are secondary standards (considered mostly 

f o r  aesthet ic  purposes) and sodium i s  a primary standard which i s  considered 

f o r  hea l th  e f f e c t s .  

Q .  Would you discuss the a b i l i t y  o f  each o f  the  u t i l i t y  systems i n  t h i s  

docket t o  prov ide water t o  the area a t  issue? 

A .  Uni ted Water F lo r i da ,  based upon cu r ren t  in fo rmat ion  i n  the  DEP f i l e s ,  

has maximum day rated capacity o f  0.865 m i  11 i o n  gal  lons per day (MGD) . Based 

upon the  previous 12 months o f  data,  t h e i r  maximum d a i l y  f low was 0.344 MGD. 
They have uncompleted pro jec ts  estimated t o  be 0.225 MGD. This places t h e i r  

system a t  approximately 66% o f  capacity and leaves them 0.195 MGD. This p l  ant 

can e a s i l y  be upgraded t o  approximately 1 .3  MGD w i t h  an add i t iona l  h igh 

se rv i ce  pump t o  meet maximum hour ly  demand. This  would a l low them t o  have 

0 .731  MGD i n  reserve. In tercoasta l  U t i l i t y  has two water p lan ts  gridded 

together t o  serve one d i s t r i b u t i o n  system. Based upon cur ren t  in fo rmat ion  i n  

DEP f i l e s ,  the maximum rated capacity o f  both p lants  combi ned i s approximately 

4.75 MGD. Based upon the previous 12 months o f  data, t h e i r  maximum d a i l y  f l o w  

was 4 .1  MGD. They have uncompleted pro jec ts  estimated t o  be 0 .170  MGD. This 

places t h e i r  system a t  approximately 90% o f  capaci ty  and leaves them w i t h  a 

reserve o f  0.65 MGD. An addi t ional  we l l  ( a  we l l  was abandoned approximately 

on’e year ago) a t  the Sawgrass f a c i l i t y  would expand the  capaci ty  o f  the  system 

g rea t l y .  An add i t iona l  we l l  o f  1000 gpm would increase capaci ty  o f  the  g r i d  

t o  6 .0  MGD. St. Johns County U t i l i t y ,  based upon cur ren t  in fo rmat ion  i n  the 

DEP f i l e s ,  has a maximum rated capaci ty o f  7 . 0  MGD. Based upon the  previous 

12 months o f  data,  t h e i r  maximum d a i l y  f low was 4 .9  MGD. They have 

uncompleted p ro jec ts  estimated t o  be 0 . 9  MGD. This places t h e i r  zystem a t  
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approximately 83% o f  capacity and leaves them 1 . 2  MGD i n  reserve. A l l  o f  

these system capacity evaluations take i n t o  account the severe drought 

conditions o f  l a s t  summer. Each U t i l i t y  has an  excellent history of 

compliance and has adequate staff t o  provide water t o  the area a t  issue. 

Q .  

water service t o  the area i n  question? 

A .  No, not a t  this time. 

Q .  

A .  Yes. 

Do you have any other comments on the a b i l i t y  o f  the parties t o  provide 

Does this  conclude your testimony? 
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