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Definitions

 “Access Service Request” or “ASR” means an industry standard form used by the Parties to add, establish, change or disconnect trunks for the purposes of interconnection.

“Act” means the Communications Act of 1934, 47 U.S.C. 151 et seq., as amended, including the Telecommunications Act of 1996, and as interpreted from time to time in the duly authorized rules and regulations of the FCC or the Commission/Board.

 “Advanced Intelligent Network” or “AIN” is a Telecommunications network architecture in which call processing, call routing and network management are provided by means of centralized databases. 

 “Affiliate” is an entity directly owns or controls, or is under common ownership or control with, another entity.  For purposes of this paragraph, the term “own” or “control” means to own an equity interest (or equivalent thereof) of more than 10 percent.

 “American National Standards Institute” or “ANSI” is a standards setting, non-government organization, which develops and publishes standards for “voluntary” use in the United States. 

 “Automatic Number Identification” or “ANI” is a telephone number associated with the access line from which the a call originates.  

 “Calling Party Number” or “CPN”  is a Common Channel Signaling parameter which refers to the number transmitted through the network identifying the calling party. 

“Carrier Identification Code” or “CIC” means a three or four digit number assigned to an IXC that identifies that carrier's traffic.

 “Centralized Message Distribution System” is a national system, that Local Exchange Carriers use to exchange Exchange Message Interface (EMI) formatted data among host companies.

 “Commission” is defined as the appropriate regulatory agency in each of BellSouth’s nine-state region, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee.

 “Common Channel Signaling” or “CCS” means a method of exchanging call set‑up and network control data over a digital signaling network fully separate from the Public Switched Network that carriers the actual call. 

 “Customer Local Area Signaling Services” or “CLASS” is a set of call management service features consisting os number translation such as call forwarding and caller identification, available within a the Local Access and Transport Area (“LATA”). 

 “Digital Service - Level 0” or “DS-0” means the 64 Kbps zero-level signal in the time division multiplex hierarchy. 

 “Digital Service ‑ Level 1” or “DS‑1” means the 1.544 Mbps in the time division multiplex hierarchy.  In the time-division multiplexing hierarchy of the telephone network, DS1 is the initial level of multiplexing. 

“Digital Service ‑ Level 3” or “DS‑3” means the 44.736 Mbps in the time division multiplex hierarchy.  In the time-division multiplexing hierarchy of the telephone network, DS3 is the initial level of multiplexing. 

“Exchange Message Interface” is the nationally administered standard format for the exchange of data among the Exchange Carriers within the telecommunications industry.

 “Exchange Access” means the offering by a LEC of services or facilities to an IXC for the purpose of the origination or termination of telephone toll services.

 “Feature Group A” or “FGA” means FGA interexchange access as defined in BellSouth's FCC Tariff No. 1.

 “Feature Group B” or “FGB” means FGB interexchange access as defined in BellSouth's FCC Tariff No. 1.

 “Feature Group D” or “FGD” means FGD interexchange access as defined in BellSouth's FCC Tariff No. 1.

“Interconnection” is the linking of the BellSouth and ITC^DeltaCom networks for the mutual exchange of traffic as described in Attachment 3 of this Agreement. 
 “Point of Interconnection” or “POI” is as described in Attachment 3 of this Agreement. 

 “Interexchange Carrier” or “IXC” means a provider of interexchange telecommunications services. 

 “Line Side” refers to end office switch connections that have been programmed to treat the circuit as a local line connected to a terminating station (e.g., an ordinary subscriber’s telephone station set, answering machine, or facsimile machine).

 “Local Exchange Carrier” or “LEC” is as defined in the Act. 

 “Local Exchange Routing Guide” or “LERG” means a Telcordia product that is sold to and used by LECs and IXCs to identify NPA-NXX routing and homing information as well as Network Element and equipment designations.

 “Local Interconnection” is defined as 1) the delivery of local traffic to be terminated on each Party’s local network so that end users of either Party have the ability to reach end users of the other Party without the use of any access code or substantial delay in the processing of the call; 2) the LEC unbundled network features, functions, and capabilities set forth in this Agreement; and 3) Service Provider Number Portability sometimes referred to as temporary telephone number portability to be implemented pursuant to the terms of this Agreement.

 “Local Traffic” is as defined in Attachment 3 of this Agreement. 

 “Local Access and Transport Area” or “LATA” means one of the contiguous geographic areas established pursuant to the AT&T Consent Decree to define the permitted operating regions of the RBOCs prior to the enactment of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

 “Multiple Exchange Carrier Access Billing” or (“MECAB”) means the document prepared by the Billing Committee of the Ordering and Billing Forum (“OBF”), which functions under the auspices of the Carrier Liaison Committee of the Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solutions (“ATIS”) and by Bellcore as Special Report SR-BDS-000983, Containing the recommended guidelines for the billing of Exchange Service access provided by two or more LECs and/or CLECs or by one LEC in two or more states within a single LATA.

 “Network Element” defined to mean a facility or equipment used in the provision of a telecommunications service.  Such term may include, but is not limited to, features, functions, and capabilities that are provided by means of such facility or equipment, including but not limited to, subscriber numbers, databases, signaling systems, and information sufficient for billing and collection or used in the transmission, routing, or other provision of a telecommunications service.

 “Numbering Plan Area” or “ NPA” is also sometimes referred to as an area code.  This is the three digit indicator which is defined by the “A”, “B”, and “C” digits of each “digit” telephone number within the North American Numbering Plan (“NANP”).  Each NPA contains 800 Possible NXX Codes.  At present, there are two general categories of NPA, “Geographic NPAs” and “Non-Geographic NPAS” . A “Geographic NPA” is associated with a defined geographic area, and all telephone numbers bearing such NPA are associated with services provided within that Geographic area. A “Non-Geographic NPA”, also known as a “Service Access Code” (SAC Code) is typically associated with a specialized telecommunications service which may be provided across multiple geographic NPA areas; 500, 800, 9100, 700, and 888 are examples of Non‑Geographic NPAS.

 “NXX”, “NXX Code”, “Central Office Code” or “CO Code” is the three digit switch entity indicator which is defined by the “D”, “E”, and “F” digits of a 10‑digit telephone number within the North American Numbering Plan.  

“Percent Of Interstate Usage” of “PIU” is defined as a factor to be applied to terminating access services minutes of use to obtain those minutes that should be rated as interstate access services minutes of use.  The numerator includes all interstate “non-intermediary” minutes of use, including interstate minutes of use that are forwarded due to service provider number portability less any interstate minutes of use for Terminating Party Pays services, such as 800 Services.  The denominator includes all “non-intermediary”, local, interstate, intrastate, toll and access minutes of use adjusted for service provider number portability less all minutes attributable to terminating Party pays services

“Percent Local Usage” or “PLU”is defined as a factor to be applied to intrastate terminating minutes of use.  The numerator shall include all “non-intermediary” local minutes of use adjusted for those minutes of use that only apply local due to Service Provider Number Portability.  The denominator is the total intrastate minutes of use including local, intrastate toll, and access, adjusted for Service Provider Number Portability less intrastate terminating Party pays minutes of use.
 “Rate Center” identifies the specific geographic point within an Exhange area which is associated with one or more particular NPA-NXX codes which have been assigned to a LEC (or CLEC) for the provision of Telephone Exchange Services.  The Rate Center vertical and horizontal coordinates are used in the toll message rating process to measure distances between Rate Centers. 
“Revenue Accounting Office (“RAO”) Status Company” is a local exchange company/alternate local exchange company that has been assigned a unique RAO code.  Message data exchanged among RAO status companies is grouped (i.e. packed) according to From/To/Bill RAO combinations.

 “Transit Traffic Service” is as described in Attachment 3 of this Agreement. 

“Wire Center” denotes a building or space within a building which serves as an aggregation point on a given carrier's network, where transmission facilities and circuits are connected and/or switched.  Wire Center can also denote a building in which one or more central offices, used for the provision of telecommunications services are located.  

