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PROCEEDINGS 

SENATOR K I N G :  Take up and read t h e  next 

b i l l .  

THE SECRETARY: Committee s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  

senare B i l l  654, a b i l l  to be e n t i t l e d  "An act re lated 

to r e g u l a t i o n  o f  telecommunications companies. " 

SENATOR KING: Senator naridopolos  of t h e  

26th,  you ' re  recognized t o  explain your b i l l .  

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: Thank you, 

Mr . P r e s i d e n t .  

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  b u i l d  on t h e  1995 

1 eg i  sl a t i o n  b r i  ng i  ng c o m p e t i t i o n  to 1 oca1 markets, a n d  

t h i s  gives the  PSC the absolute a u t h o r j t y  to s e t  

p r i c e s  and consumer p r o t e c t i o n .  

SENATOR KING: You've heard t h e  explanat ion 

of t h e  b i l l  by t h e  sponsor.  A r e  t h e r e  amendments? 

THE SECRETARY: None on t h e  desk, 

M r .  P r e s i d e n t =  

SENATOR K I N G :  Are t h e r e  quest ions h e r e  o r  

debate? 

Senator  Campbell, f o r  w h a t  purpose? 

SENATOR CAMPBELL: Just a couple O f  

quest ions.  

SENATOR KING: You're recognized. He 

y i  el d s  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS,  I N C .  
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SENATOR CAMPBELL: Senator, I want to 

v e r i f y  some f a c t s  b e f o r e  1: make a dec-ision on how I ' m  

go ing t o  v o t e  on t h i s .  

commission have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  to deny o r  c o n d i t i o n  a 

ra te  reba l  anci ng requested by t h e  compani es? 

Does t h e  P u b l i c  Service 

SENATOR KING:  Senator Haridopolos to 

respond. 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: Yes,  Senator from t h e  

32nd. They have this v e r y  s t r i c t  language i n  Sec t jon  

15 o f  t h e  b i l l  which says t h a t  t h e  -- the language as 

outlined making sure t h a t  i t  must be i n  t h e  b e s t  

i n t e r e s t s  of resident ia l  customers and b r i n g  local 

compe t i t i on  t o  the market b e f o r e  they would look a t  

t h e  r a t e s .  

SENATOR CAMPBELL: Are t h e r e  any o the r  

c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  p e t i t i o n ?  

SENATOR KING: Senator H a r i  dopol os to 

respond. 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: Throughout S e c t i o n  15 

t h e y  outline, specifically i n  Sections 1 t h rough  9, 

each o f  

thought  

f o r  t h e  

and wi7 

t h e  c r i t e r i a .  B u t  t h e  main c r i t e r i o n  I 

we were l o o k i n g  a t  most c lose ly  would be again 

PSC t o  decide i s t h e r e  7' ncreased competj ti on 

t h i s  b e n e f i t  local customers. 

SENATOR CAMPBELL: Can 1 have a s e r i e s  of 

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, INC. 
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questions? It's j u s t  about fou r  o r  f i v e .  

SENATOR K I N G :  You're recognized. He 

y i e l d s  . 
SENATOR CAMPBELL: AT&T l o n g  distance 

s e r v i c e  l a s t  year upped t h e i r  rates by $1.95 

a r b i t r a r i i y .  ~ o e s  t h a t  go away i n  t h i s  b i l l ?  

SENATOR K I N G :  Senator Hari dopol os to 

respond. 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: Yes ,  they  W i l l .  As 

t h e  a d j u s t m e n t s  are made on t h e  access charges, s h o u l d  

t h e y  be made, t h e  $1.95 charge -- and 1 t h i n k  there's 

also another company t h a t  offers  t h i s  o r  charges t h i  s 

-- would  a l so  be reduced o r  eliminated. 

SENATOR CAMPBELL: And as I understand it, 

you a r e  i n  t h i s  b i l l  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  t i f e l i n e  f o r  

approximately a m i l l i o n  to 1 . 2  million Flo r id i ans .  

SENATOR KING: Senator Har idopolos t o  

respond. 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: That's a very  good 

ques t ion .  Y e s ,  we have i nc reased t h e  Lifeline 

p r o v i s i o n  d r a m a t i c a l l y ,  up t o  125%, w h i c h  would b r i n g  

over -- y e s ,  over  a miT?-ion F l o r j d i a n s  w i l l  now be 

e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h i s  program. 

SENATOR CAMPBELL: How are  Fl or i  d i  ans go{ ng 

to know about t h i s ?  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, INC. 
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SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: I t h i n k  t h e  b e s t  way 

i s  t h a t  -- I t h i n k  Senator s i p l i n  f r o m  t h e  19th 

D i  s t r i  c t  and o t h e r s  have asked about t h i  s q u e s t i  on. 

one i s  t h a t  t h e r e  a re  already p l a n s  w i t h i n  - the  b i l l  

which uses coord ina t ion  between t h e  companies and a l s o  

government agenci e s  ,- DCS spec3 f i  cal l y m  

have a l e t t e r  f rom t h e  -- 

And a1 so I 

SENATOR CAMPBELL: I c a n ' t  hear anything. 

SENATOR KING:  Yes, i t ' s  g e t t i n g  l o u d .  If 

you've g o t  business t o  conduct, go off t h e  f l o o r ,  

people 

to 

because you do have t o  be respectful to those 

who are  engaged i n  meaningful  debate!. 

GO ahead, Senator Campbell. 

SENATOR CAMPBELL: A1 1 r i  ght. 

SENATOR K I N G :  Senator Har i  dopol  os  

respond.  

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: I n  response o your 

q u e s t i o n ,  y e s ,  there  a r e  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  b i l l  so 

t h a t  t h e s e  companies w i l l  work w i t h  government 

agencies. Also, 1 have a l e t t e r  from the d i f f e r e n t  

companies i n v o l v e d  promis ing t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  spend over 

t h e  next t h r e e  years $1 m- i l l i on  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  

L i f e l i n e  p o r t i o n  s o  t h a t  more persons a r e  r e a l i z i n g  

t h i s  i n c r e d i b l e  program and oppor tun i t y  so we can keep 

phone s e r v i c e  at a very low r a t e .  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, I N C .  
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SENATOR CAMPBELL: And one f ina l  quest ion  

Once they reach rebal  anci ng , w i  11 t h e  compani es  have 

any r e s t r a i n t s  as f a r  as r a i s i n g  fees,  s im i ' i a r  to what 

we saw in the cab le  b i l l  t h a t  we p a s s e d  a couple o f  

years ago? 

SENATOR K I N G :  Senator Hari dopol os t o  

respond. 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: There  a r e  provis ions 

once rebalancing i s  met  so t ha t  we can -- the PSC -- 
t h e  whole goal o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  to move t h i s  out o f  t h e  

Legislature and put ilt i n  t h e  P u b l i c  Service 

commission's hands. They will be t h e  ones i n  charge 

o f  a l l  ratemaking abilities i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

SENATOR CAMPBELL: So i t ' s  go ing  to be 

taken away f r om the t e g i  sl ature, e s s e n t i  a1 ly? 

SENATOR KING: Senator Harjdopolos to 

respond. 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: In m y  now t h r e e  years 

i n  t h e  Legislature ,  t h i s  has been a political 

football, as you know, Senator Campbell And our goal 

has been t o  t a k e  t h i s  political football o u t  o f  the 

L e g j s l a t u r e  and pu t  i t  i n  t h e  hands o f  the p u b l i c  

Servi ce Commi s s i  on - And tha t  s exact1 y ,  y e s ,  w h a t  

t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  do. 

SENATOR CAMPBELL: A 1 1  r i g h t .  One f i n a l ,  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, ENC. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 5  

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2 5  

7 

a n d  I ' m  done. 

SENATOR KING:  You s a i d  t h a t  t h r e e  ago. 

SENATOR CAMPBELL: 1 know. 1 gOT t h r e e ?  

A11 r i g h t .  

SENATOR KING: Senator Campbell, you're- 

recognized. 

SENATOR CAMPBELL: when I f i rst bought a 

cellular phone, r t h i n k  we pa id  $900 f o r  it. We can 

now g e t  phones given to us f o r  f r e e  by t h e  companies. 

We g e t  l o n g  dis tance service,  and  we get local  se rv ice  

because o f  t h e  compet i t i ve  market t h a t  was b r o u g h t  

i n t o  t h e  c d  7 u l  a r  phone i n d u s t r y  . 
Do you a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  will in 

f a c t  r e s u l t  i n  c o m p e t i t i v e  markets such t h a t  i n  f a c t  

t h e  phone r a t e s  f o r  everybody w i l l  essentially go 

down? 

SENATOR KING: Senator H a r i  dopol  os to 

respond. 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: I 1 i Ite t h a t  ques t ion ,  

i n  t h e  sense t h a t  i t ' s  e x a c t l y  t h e  case. 1 t h i n k  

Amer i ca  proves t h a t  when you have t rue compet i t ion ,  

p r i c e s  go down. I t h i n k  w i thou t  question n o t  o n l y  t he  

b a s i c  cost ,  bu t  1 t h i n k  t h e  e x t r a  se rv i ces  t h a t  come 

o n ,  those c o s t s  w i l l  go down. That's my hope and 

amb i t i on ,  and I t h i n k  h i s t o r y  t e l l s  us t h a t  w i l l  be 

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, I N C .  



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

I1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

2 2  

2 3  

24 

2 5  

8 

correc t ,  your statement.  

SENATOR CAMPBELL: Thank you, 

M r .  P r e s i  dent.  

SENATOR K I N G :  YOU bet. 

Senator S i p l i n ,  I saw you f r om t h e  1 9 t h  

f i  r s t  . You ' r e  recognized. 

SENATOR SIPLIN: Thank you, Mr. Pres iden t .  

For a s e r i e s  o f  quest ions? 

SENATOR KING: YOU ' r e  recogni zed. He 

y i e l d s .  Remember, now, t h i s  i s  t h i r d  reading. We're 

supposed to be debat ing,  b u t  t h a t ' s  okay, because as I: 

recall  we had some problem t h e  b i l l .  You're r i g h t .  

Go ahead. 

SENATOR SIPLIN: Thank  you. 

Senator  from t h e  26th, w i l l  your b i l l  

impose an automatic inc rease on our  customers, on our  

c i t i zens  i n  t h e  State o f  Florida? 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: That's a very good 

ques t ion .  A b s o l u t e l y  not .  As I: t h i n k  -- I know you 

worked on the b i l l  w i t h  me. This  i s  very clear t h a t  

t h e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission has absolute control 

over c o s t s  a n d  p r i c e s .  And again,  to make i t  clear  to 

t h e  members, t h e  o n l y  way t h a t  a r a t e  increase could 

take place i s  o n l y  i f  t h e  mandates or  cond i t ions  a r e  

meT,  and t h a t  i s  t h a t  i r  must be i n  the b e s t  i n t e re s t s  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, INC. 
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o f  r e s i  d e n t i  a1 customers and must bri ng 1 oca1 

compet i t ion b e f o r e  they can look at r a t e s .  

SENATOR KING: .Senator from the 19th f o r  a 

f o f  1 ow-up. 

SENATOR S I P L I N :  Be fore  there's any type o f  

7' ncrease f rom t h e  pub1 i c S e r v i  ce Commi s s i  on, wi 11 t h e  

p u b l i c  be adv ised and w i l l  they  have p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  

t h a t  process and t h a t  dec is ion? 

SENATOR KING: Senator H a r i  dopol O s  to 

respond. 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: Again, excellent 

ques t ion .  Th is  i s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  j u s t  l i k e  i n  any 

rate i s s u e ,  whether i t  be water o r  e l e c t r i c .  NOW, by 

hav ing  t h e  PSC, you will have your  day i n  c o u r t ,  so t o  

speak. If you're a consumer group or  a person who's 

very concerned about t h e  rates o f  phones, you can 

again go b e f o r e  t he  Commission just l i k e  i n  any t r i a l  

and present  your case. T h i s  i s  a t r u e  o p p o r t u n i t y  -- 

I know we had Jack Shreve here j u s t  t h e  o the r  day. 

The o f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  Counsel will have t h a t  

oppor-tunity so you can present  t h e  case and make sure 

the i n t e r e s t  o f  t he  consumers i s  looked a t  f i r s t  r i g h t  

t he re  a t  the P u b l i c  Se rv i ce  Commission. 

SENATOR S I P L I N :  One o f  t h e  major  reasons 

why I ' m  considering v o t i n g  i n  favor  f o r  t h i s  b i l l  is 

_ _  - 

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, INC. 
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because o f  the fact t h a t  i t ' s  go ing  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  

L i f e l i n e  t o  our most v u l n e r a b l e  c i t i z e n r y ,  which i s  

our poor ,  our  dep r i ved  b lacks  and H ispan ics ,  and, o f  

course, our sen iors .  

How l o n g  w i l l  t h e  L j f e l i n e  s e r v i c e s  e x i s t  

under your b i l l ?  

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: Under t h e  c u r r e n t  

condi t - ion o f  t h e  b i l l ,  t h e y  w i l l  l a s t  i n d e f i n i r e l y ,  1 

mean, as l o n g  as we keep t h e  law i n  i t s  c u r r e n t  fo rm,  

125% o f  t h e  pove r t y  l e v e l .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  around 

$23,000 now f o r  a family o f  f o u r .  They w i l l  receive 

that $ 1 3  c r e d i t  on t h e i r  b i l l ,  

And 1 t h i n k  t h e  other g rea t  t h i n g ,  w i t h  

your l eadersh ip ,  we have t h e  commitment f rom these  

d i f f e r e n t  affected groups, and t h e y ' l l  comm-it over  a 

m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  promot ing - th is  program so t h a t  we can 

increase t h e  numbers o f  persons who can take advan tage  

o f  the L i f e l i n e  program, and h e l p i n g  s e n i o r s  and those 

persons who a r e  f i n a n c i a l l y  t r o u b l e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

SENATOR S I P L I N :  okay. u n d e r  your  b i l l ,  

we've j u s t  g o t t e n  an agreement f rom Be l lSou th ,  S p r i n t ,  

a n d  Verizon t o  prov ide a m i l l i o n  dollars over t h e  next 

t h r e e  years  t o  educate t h e  p u b l i c ,  because 

h i s t o r i c a l l y  there's over a m i l l i o n  people who q u a l i f y  

f o r  t h i s ,  b u t  o n l y  about 20%, less than 200,000, have 
r 

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, INC. 
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actually a p p l i e d  f o r  i t . 

A r e  you committed today on t h i s  f l o o r  to 

f i g h t  aga in  a f t e r  t h i s  mi7J ion  d o l l a r s  expi  res i n 

terms o f  i nformi ng t h e  pub1 i c about t h i  s t i . f e 1  i ne 

q u a l  i f i  c a t i o n  and avai 1 abi  1 i ty? 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: I t h i n k  w i t h  t h e  

p r o v i s i o n s  That you b r i n g  up, t h i s  year, 2003, they'll 8 

commit over a h a l f  a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  and i n  2004, an 

a d d i t i o n a l  300,000, and in 2005, $200,000 to promote 

t h i s  program. 

I would a l s o  ask t h a t  t h e  groups t h a t  had 

concerns about t h i s  b i l l ,  t h a t  they use t h e i r  

promotionaf elements. You know, t h e  AARP has some 

issues t h a t  t hey  b r o u g h t  up. I hope t hey  use t h e i r  

s e r v i c e s  and t h e i r  ability to reach those v u l n e r a b l e  

c i t i z e n s  and promote t h e  program. 3: t h i n k  - i t ' s  a 

valuable  one. And 1 t h i n k  we can use t h e  o f f i c e  o f  

p u b l i c  Counsel and t h e i r  budget w i t h i n  t h e  p u b l i c  

S e r v i  ce Commi s s i  on t o  con t i  nue t o  promote t h i  s p l a n .  

I t h i n k  that's a very good idea. 

SENATOR SIPLIN: Anotlher concern by t h e  

AARP i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  some states such as Texas, and I 

believe Alabama, have automatic s i g n - u p  f o r  t h e  

Lifeljne program. Once t h e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  has 

exp i  red and been u t i 1  i z e d  p r o p e r l y  over t h e  next  t h r e e  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, INC. 
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years, w o u l d  you be willing t o  consider  t o  work with 

t h e  Senator f rom t h e  19th to look at whether o r  no t  we 

can make t h i s  automatic f o r  a l l  of  the applicable 

qual i f ied  customers? 

SENATOR K I N G :  Senator Haridopolos to 

respond. 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: V e r y  good q U e S t j 0 n .  

I know you've been t h e  leader  on t h i s  i s s u e  i n  t h e  

House and now in t h e  Senate. The p o i n t  t h a t  what has 

come about -- we do want t o  t r y  to have some k i n d  o f  

l i n k - u p ,  b u t  we've g o t  to be very conscious -- 1 know 

senator  Aronberg and o t h e r s  are  work ing on making sure  

pr ivacy  i s  kep t .  SO when we deal w i t h  some o f  these  

agencies, we want to make sure  the  p r ivacy  i s s u e s  are 

taken care o f .  And i f  t he re  i s  some t y p e  o f  link-up 

they  can provide and make su re  t h e y ' r e  j u s t  basically 

plugged i n t o  a program that's avai lable  t o  them, I 

w o u l d  b e  willing t o  work on t h a t  i s sue ,  w i t h o u r  

question. 

SENATOR KING:  Senator Aronberg, you I r e  

recognized, 

SENATOR ARONBERG: Thank you, 

M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  

My q u e s t i o n  fo r  S e n a t o r  Har idopolos -- and 

t h i s  bu- i fds on t h e  q u e s t i o n  f rom Senator Campbell. 
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I: was h i t  l a s t  year w i t h  a s e r i e s  o f  these 

access recovery f e e s .  It was f r o m  Spr in t .  It wasn't 

f r om AT&T. I ' m  wondering -if that's the fee you were 

t a l  k i  ng about when you a d d r e s s e d  Senator cAmpbel7 ' s 

quest ions.  Are those the f e e s  t h a t  a r e  going t o  be 

removed f rom p e o p l e ' s  phone b i l l s ,  t hese  access 

recovery f e e s  t h a t  have been imposed by s p r i n t ,  

Verizon, a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  t o  d e f r a y  t h e  c o s t  o f  these 

access charges? 

SENATOR KING: Senator Hari dopol os to 

respond. 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: Excel  l en t  ques t ion ,  

and t h a t  is exact ly  the case. AS you r e a d  t h rough  t h e  

b i l l ,  you'll see w i r h i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h i s  f e e  w i l l  

be  removed a n d  t h e  p r i c e s  w i l l  go down immed ia te l y  f o r  

those 1 ong d i  stance customers. 

SENATOR KING:  Senator Aronberg f o r  a 

f o l  1 ow-up" 

SENATOR ARONBERG: Thank you, 

Mr. Pres'i dent .  

Senator H a r i  d o p o l  o s ,  i s there cu r ren t7  y a 

l i m i t  on t h e  access recovery  f e e s  t h a t  a company can 

charge i t s  customers? 

SENATOR KING:  Senator Har i  dopol os t o  

respond. 
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SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: No, these w i l l  be s e t  

by c o m p a n i e s .  

a1 ready, the 1 ong d i  stance- compani es , a n d  they would 

be the  ones who set t h e  r a t e .  But again, w e ' r e  

l o o k i n g  at someth ing  I t h i n k  a little b i t  d i f f e r e n t  

he re .  

They ' re  i n a competj t i v e  market  

SENATOR KING: Senator  Aronberg f o r  a 

follow-up. 

SENATOR ARONBERG: Thank you, 

M r  I Pres? dent .  

I j u s t  want t o  c l a r i f y .  

i s ,  current ly ,  under c u r r e n t  law, i s  t h e r e  any 

limitation on t h e  amount t h a t  a company can charge 

customers when they  regard these  charges as access 

recovery fees? 

what 1 was asking 

IS there  a l i m i t  on those fees? 

SENATOR K I N G :  Senator Haridopolos t o  

respond. 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: There  i s  no l imit .  

SENATOR ARONBERG: okay. Las t  ques t ion .  

SENATOR KING:  Senator  Aronberg f o r  a 

f o ?  1 ow-up. 

SENATOR ARONBERG: Thank you, 

Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  

L a s t l y ,  Senator  Har idopo los ,  apparent ly  t h e  

utili ties, FPL and T K O ,  t hey  have t h e i  r rates s e t  by 

~- - __ _. . . 
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the  PSC as opposed TO the L e g i s l a t u r e ,  and 1 was j u s t  

wondering, why a r e  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  charged w i t h  

s e t t i  ng r a t e s  f o r  phone as' opposed t o  el e c t r j  cal 

u t i  1 i ti es? 

SENATOR KING: SenaTor Haridopolos f o r  a 

response. 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: W e l l ,  Senator 

Aronberg, you and I were n o t  here when t h i s  happened. 

And I t h i n k  what we ' re  t r y i n g  to do i s  s imply  move 

t h i s  out o f  t h i s  political body and move it t o  t h e  

p ro fess iona l  s at t h e  pub1 i c Serv i  ce Commi ss ion  again 

where, 3: t h i n k  as  Senator s i p l i n  b r o u g h t  up e a r l i e r ,  

t h e  i s s u e  t h a t  we can t ru ly  have a cour t  o r  a h e a r i n g  

to make su re  t h a t  at any t i m e  there i s  a ra te  i nc rease 

o r  decrease a t  i ssue,  you can have t h e  p u b l i c  t e s t i f y  

and f u l l y  g e t  involved in t h e  i s s u e .  

SENATOR ARONBERG: Thank you. 

SENATOR KING: Senator Argenzi ano f rorn t h e  

Thi rd,  you ' r e  recognized. 

COMMISSIONER DAVIDSON: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  i t ' s  

f o r  debate rather than quest ions.  

t i  me? 

IS t h i s  t h e  p roper  

SENATOR K I N G :  A l l  r ight .  A r e  t h e r e  more 

quest ions? More quest ions? 

Senaror f r o m  the  39tf7, Senator  B u l l a r d ,  

~ -- 
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you r e  recognized. 

SENATOR BULLARD: Thank you, 

Mr. Pres ident .  

I want t o  say, Senator H a r i d o p d o s . a n d  . 

Aronberg, I l i k e  you two. You' re  going places.  I 

wanted t o  say -- I j u s t  wanted t o  say t h a t  t o  p re face  

my quest ion.  I l i  ke t o  hear t h e i  r d ia logue .  

I would l i k e  t o  ask Senator  Har idopo los  i f  

t h i s  -- can you e x p l a i n  t o  me how t h e  poor or  working 

class w i l l  be a f f e c t e d  by t h i s ?  If you could j u s t  

tell me what i n  t h i s  w i l l  suppor t  The poor and work ing 

class. 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a very 

good ques t i on ,  Senator Bu l l a rd .  And I t h i n k  t h e  most 

i m p o r t a n t  p rov i s ions  which l e d  me t o  suppor t  t h i s  b i l l  

-- and 1 know t h e  Governor had concerns, and t h i s  i s  

how w e ' r e  address ing t h e  Governor 's concerns a s  well 

-- i s  i n c r e a s i n g  -the availability o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

f o r  those persons, so t h a t  now 125% of  the poverty 

l eve l  can now g e t  t h i s  f r e e  s e r v i c e ,  basically, $13 

per  month as a c r e d i t  on t h e i r  b i l l .  

And you a l so  have an eas ier  p r o v i s i o n  i n  

which t o  g e t  on it. 

m u l t i t u d e  o f  programs. Now i f  you qua'lify f o r  a 

s i n g l e  one o f  these low income programs, you can 

You used t o  have t o  qualify f o r  a 
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qualify f o r  the  ~ t ' f e l i n e  program. 

SO we' re actual ly  i ncreasi  ng t h e  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  those persons t o  g e t  what t h e y  

r i g h t l y  deserve, and t h a t  i s  up t o  125% o f  t h e  poverty 

l e v e l .  And our  most vulnerable c i t i z e n s  1 believe - 

will now be taken care o f ,  and t h e y  won' t  have that 

f e a r  o f  no t  be ing  able  t o  pay f o r  t h e i r  phone s e r v i c e .  

SENATOR BULLARD: Thank you. 

SENATOR KING:  Senator -- well, other  

q u e s t i o n s ?  Senator cowin, was yours a q u e s t i o n ?  

SENATOR COWIN: Yes. 

SENATOR K I N G  : S e n a t o r  Cowi n, you ' r e  

recogni  zed I 

SENATOR COWIN: Y e s .  A c t u a l l y ,  I -- YOU 

know, 7: come from a rural area,  and t h e  concern t h a t  1 

have i s  w i t h  t h e  rural communities and many p e o p l e ,  

especi  a1 7 y o f  1 i m i  t e d  i ncome, b u t  n o t  compl e te l  y poor, 

so t hey  would  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  qualify f o r  t h e  

Li fe l ine ,  b u t  have phones i n  t h e i r  homes mainly f o r  

local s e r v i c e ,  For t h e  911, f o r  t h a t  k i n d  o f  s e r v i c e .  

cou ld  you tell me e x a c t l y  how your b i l l  

w i l l  impact t h e  r u r a l  communities i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e y  d o n ' t  have l o n g  d is tance  r a t e s  t h a t  could come 

down? IT'S obvious, i t  seems t o  me, t h a t  t h e i r  local 

ra tes  w i l l  go up. And 1 don ' t  know where t h a t  
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competi ti on w-i 11 come f rom. 

SENATOR KING: Senator  H a r i  dopol os to 

respond. 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: Senator Cowin ,  1 . 

t h i n k  you b r i n g  up a very legirimate i s s u e  and an 

i s s u e  o f  concern TO a l o t  o f  persons.  1: t h ink  what 

gives me comfo r t  as I: read th rough  t h e  b i l l  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  S e c t i o n  1 5 ,  i t  c l e a r l y  delineates, i t  

clear ly  mandates t h a t  -- i.t: says to t h e  areas we're 

hoping t o  open up to c o m p e t i t i o n  t h a t  there  must be a 

b e n e f i t  t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  customers and there  must be 

compet j t ion  i n  t h e  market before t h e y  can a d j u s t  these 

ra tes .  That's t h e  comfor t  level That 1 have i n  t h e  

b i 7 1 .  r f  t h e r e  i s  no compet i t ion,  i f  i t ' s  not in t h e  

b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  customer, t h e i r  rates cannot b e  

increased.  

And again,  we ' re  g i v i n g  t h a t  d i s c r e t i o n  to 

t h e  P u b l i c  s e r v i c e  Commission, a n d  we're going to have 

persons f rom t h e  background o f  Jack shreve and o t h e r s  

defend b e f o r e  t h e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission s a y i n g  

t h a t  t h i s  i s  not the r i g h t  t h i n g  to do, ra ise  r a t e s  i n  

t h i s  area. 

A l s o ,  you have a p r o v i s i o n  which was not  i n  

t h e  p rev ious  b i l l  o f  having t h e  c a r r i e r  of  l a s t  

resor t .  That's expanded a l l  t h e  way now to 2009, and 
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I t h i n k  t h a t  will a l s o  b e n e f i t  t h e  rural areas which 

have 1 e g i  t i m a t e  concerns about t h i s  b i l l  . 
B u t  I t h i n k  those  two key p a i n t s ,  say ing  

t h e r e  must be compe t i t i on  and i t  m u s t  b e n e f i t  t h e  

local customer, i s  r e a l l y  t h e  key p r o v i s i o n .  And I 

t h i n k  you might  see -- i t  migh t  t a k e  l o n g e r  f o r  

competit-ion, bu t  t h a t  a lso  means t h a t  t h e  r a t e s  will 

not go up -in these noncompet i t i ve  areas. 

SENATOR KING: Senator Cowin f o r  a 

f o l 1  ow-up. 

SENATOR COWIN: A fo7low-up and then 

another  ques t i on .  

i n  a r u r a l  community, that i f  t h e  telephone r a t e s  

don't have compe t i t i on  o r  t h e  r a t e s  don't go -- a n d  

t h e  rates won't go up i f  t h e r e  i s n ' t  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  

those people t h a t  don ' t  have any l o n g  d is tance,  or  a r e  

you 1 o o k i n g  a t  i t  as a t o t a l  p j c t u r e  and say ing  

o v e r a l l ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be p a r i t y ,  because overall  t h e  

long d is tance  r a t e s  -- where i s  t h e  geograph ic  r e g i o n  

f o r  competition f o r  rural communities? 1 s  t h a t  a 

separa te  e n t i t y ?  

SO I guess I ' m  h e a r i n g  you say t h a t  

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS : I b e l  i eve, Senator  

Cowin, as t h e  b i l l  c l ea r ly  states, t h a t  what y o u ' r e  

go ing  t o  have he re  i s  s imply ,  a5 t h e  PSC l ooks  a t  each 

-- as the  company asks i n  a pa r t i cu la r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  
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r a i s e  r a t e s ,  t h e y ' r e  going t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  parameters 

o f  t h e  area they '  re 100lc-i ng a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  and 

they're g o i n g  t o  ask those- two basic ques t ions ,  w i 7 3  

it b e n e f i t  customers, and  i s  t h e r e  t r u e  competit ion.- 

And I t h i n k  that's what we want t o  hand to t h e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  at t h e  PSC, t h i s  very type  o f  question. 

SENATOR COWIN: And I have no problem w i t h  

t h a t .  

AS a follow-up, though, on another 

q u e s t i o n ,  on t h e  quality o f  s e r v i c e ,  let's say they 

f i n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  c o m p e t i t i o n  and they  f i n d  o u t  

t h a t  t hey ' r e  going t o  reduce t h e  access f e e s  or 

e l i m i n a t e  them, and t h e  local  l ong  d is tance will go 

down, and the local rates w i l l  go u p ,  and you have 

t h i  s "kumbaya" on t h e  telephone system i n t h a t  

p a r t i c u l a r  area. what w i l l  happen i f  t h e  quality o f  

s e r v i c e  i s  t hen  poor and i t ' s  ou t  under t h e  regulation 

o f  t h e  p u b l i c  S e r v i c e  commission? 

peop le  have, t h e  average person, under t h i s  n e w  wor ld  

phenomena t o  p r o t e c t  aga ins t  poor qual i ty o f  serv ice? 

what recourse do 

SENATOR KING:  Senator Har idopolos t o  

respond. 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: I t h i n k  that's a very 

f a i r  q u e s t i o n .  I t h i n k  there  w i l l  be two t h i n g s .  One 

is t h e  P u b l i c  Service Commission s t i l l  has o v e r s i g h t  
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over t h e  i n d u s t r y .  

has proven again i s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  w i t h  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  i f  

you don't l i k e  your  s e r v i c e ,  you can change your 

s e r v i c e .  

here. 

And second, 1 t h i n k  what Amer i ca  

And 1 t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a v e r y  impor tant  element 

r t h i n k  everyone has agreed. 1 t h i n k  

Senator  Campbell b r i n g s  up a very good p o i n t .  

w i t h  cel l  phones, when you're unhappy w i t h  your  

s e r v i c e  and you see a b e t t e r  deal,  you s w i t c h  over .  

And I t h i n k  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  f i n a l l y  p r o v i d e  a t r u e  

avenue f o r  compe t i t i on  and b r i n g  those cos ts  down. 

Before I g e t  to Senator 

We see 

SENATOR KING: 

sebesta, just one second. 

Senator Constant ine f o r  an announcement, an 

i n t  roducti on. 

SENATOR CONSTANTINE: Thank you v e r y  much, 

M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  M r .  P res iden t ,  I would  17'ke t o  

i n t r o d u c e  Gi rl Scout  Troop 2039. 

Seminole County. 

r e s o l u t i o n  today, which was 2974. 

f o u r t h - g r a d e r s  f rom Sweetwater Ep-i scopal Academy i n 

Longwood, ~1 or7'da. 

i s  r i g h t  i n  our k i d s  today, and we want to welcome 

them t o  t h e  F l o r i d a  Senate.  

They' r e  here f rom 

They are the s u b j e c t  o f  our 

They are  a l l  

These young 1 adies rep resen t  what 

SENATOR KING:  We7 come, Gj r l  Scouts .  
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(Applause. 1 
SENATOR KING: Thank you very  much f o r  

be ing  he re ,  a n d  thank you v e r y  much f o r  t h e  sponsors 

and t h e  t r o o p  leaders t o o .  We apprec iate e v e r y t h i n g  

t h a t  you a l l  do on b e h a l f  o f  shaping t h e  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  

t h e  i d e o l o g y  o f  our y o u n g .  

y o u r  t i m e .  

Thank you very much f o r  

Okay. Wait a second. senator sebesta, 

you're recognized f o r  a question. 

SENATOR SEBESTA: Thank you, M r .  P res iden t  I 

Senator,  r voted no on t h i s  b i l l  l a s t  year 

and was, as you know, l e a n i n g  no t h i s  yea r .  I ' v e  been 

l i s t e n i n g  very i n t e n t l y  t o  what you and our fellow 

Senators have been s a y i n g .  

q u e s t - i o n s  f o r  you. 

I guess 1: have two 

One, can you t e l l  me beyond a shadow o f  a 

doubt t h a t  whether t h e s e  r a t e s  w i 7 1  go up o r  down i s  

s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission and how they 

decide? 

SENATOR K I N G :  Senator  H a r i  dopol os to 

respond. 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: I can say w i t h o u t  a 

doubt i t  w i l l  be t h e  complete j o b  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  

serv jce  Commission to d e c i d e  the rates one way o r  t h e  

o t h e r ,  w i t h o u t  ques t i on .  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS,  I N C .  



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

25 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2 3  

24 

2 5  

I 

23 

SENATOR SE6ESTA: Okay. Follow-up, 

M r .  P r e s i d e n t ?  . 

SENATOR K I N G :  F O l  I OW-Up, 

SENATOR SEBESTA: Number two, the  f o l k s  

t h a t  I am most concerned about here -- now , the 
Lifeline project i s  wonderful, a n d  t h e  te lephone 

companies a r e  t o  be commended fo r  t h a t .  That's r e a l l y  

wonder fu l .  B u t  t h a t  takes it to $23,000 a year f o r  a 

family o f  f o u r .  w h a t  ~ ' m  most concerned about  i s  t h a t  

nex t  chunk, l e t ' s  say t h e  n e x t  20,000, because even ar  

$43,000 a year ,  f o r  a family o f  f o u r ,  man, they're 

s t i l l  s t r u g g l i n g .  And i f  t h e y ' r e  l o o k i n g  at an up to 

$7 a month r a t e  increase,  t h a t ' s  100 bucks a year i n  

p r e - t a x .  That's a chunk f o r  a f a m i l y  t h a t ' s  rea l ly  

s u f f e r i n g .  w h a t  do we do  about them? 

SENATOR KING: Senator  H a r i  dopol  o s ,  you ' r e  

recognized. 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: we1 7 , I bel  i eve w i  t h  

t h i s  b i l l ,  t h e  t r u e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  t r u e  

compet i t ion .  we've been w a i t i n g  f o r  a l o n g  time f o r  

t h i s  t r u e  c o m p e t i t i o n .  We've been a t  i t  s ince  1995. 

And 7: t h i n k  w i t h  t h i s  b i l l ,  we've already heard 

tes t imony  i n  o u r  committee about how companies a r e  

ready t o  come i n  now t h a t  t h e r e ' s  going t o  be t r u e  

compet i t ion .  And f t h i n k  you' re  g o i n g  to see the 

~ ~~ 
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phone r a t e s  n o t  go anywhere near these increases that 

you've s p o k e n  about. 

SENATOR SEBESTA: One 1 a s t  f o l  7 ow-up, 

M r .  P res iden t?  

SENATOR K I N G :  You ' re  recognized. 

SENATOR SEBESTA: Thank  you, s i r .  So as 

you s a i d  a m inu te  ago, rates will no t  be a7lowed to go 

up unless t h e r e  i s  new compet i t ion  i n  t h e  area? 

SENATOR K I N G :  Senator Har i  dopolos to 

respond. 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: That i s  co r rec t .  

There must be c o m p e t i t i o n ,  and i t  must be i n  t h e  

b e n e f i  t o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  customers. 

SENATOR SEBESTA: 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: Thank you si r. 

SENATOR K I N G :  

I t h i n k  you j u s t  so ld  me. 

A r e  t h e r e  other quest ions? 

We're on questl 'ons, Are t h e r e  quest ions? 

Now i s  t h e r e  debate? 

senator from t h e  19 th ,  you're recognized 

15 there  debate? 

f o r  debate.  

SENATOR S I P L I N :  Thank you, Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  

I want to j u s t  say a f e w  words as t o  why 

I'm going t o  v o t e  favorably  f o r  t h i s  what 7: believe 

good b i l l .  

chai rperson o f  t h e  Black Business Caucus, whose 

I ' m  very honored and blessed to b e  t h e  
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pr imary  purpose i s  to encourage businesses th roughout  

t h i s  g r e a t  State of F l o r i d a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  

m i  n o r i  ti es , b lacks and ~i span i  cs 

traditionally been a par t  o f  t h e  success o f  our great 

who have n o t  

state. 

And even- though I ' m  proud about That  f a c t ,  

I ' m  a lso  proud about t h e  f ac t  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  does 

something u n i q u e  t h a t  i t  hasn't done before,  and t h a t  

i s  b r i n g  about an a d d i t i o n a l  m i l l i o n  people who would 

qualify f o r  .the L i f e l i n e  s e r v i c e  so they can have a 

phone l i n e  t o  deal  w i t h  t h e  bas ic  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e i r  

homes. 

And, you know, even though I ' m  proud to be 

a businessman and s u p p o r t  t h e  slack Business Caucus, 

I ' m  even more s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h i s  b i l l  because i t  

h e l p s  t h e  have-nots. And that i s  what we need t o  

cons ider  i n  terms o f  our leadership ro les  in t h e  S t a t e  

o f  F l o r j d a .  Iz: h e l p s  t h e  medically needy. It also 

h e l p s  our  sen-iors. 

blacks. It h e l p s  Puerto Ricans and Ha i t ians ,  who are 

very unfortunate. And t h a t  i s  t he  pr imary reason why 

I ' m  suppor t ing  t h i s  b i l l .  

Th is  t y p e  o f  s e r v i c e s ,  and I ' m  p roud  o f  t h e  f a c t  that 

t h i s  b i l l  does encourage that. It does i n c l u d e  a new 

qualified group  t h a t  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  receive t h e  

It h e l p s  our underpr iv i leged 

These people can't a f f o r d  
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ii f e l  i ne s e r v i  ces. 

AS you r eca l l ,  y e s t e r d a y  I p u t  i n  an 

amefldment t h a t  would make i t  mandatory t h a t  because o f  

t h e  h i s t o r y ,  t h a t  a17 t h e s e  people  who could npt find 

t h e  L i f e l i n e  serv ices  would be targeted, and t h e  bi-11 

would be p a i d  by t h e  utility, B e l l  -- t h e  te lephone 

compani es . 
because they i n d i c a t e d  to me t h a t  t h e y  would 

vol u n t a r i  1 y pay p r i v a t e  f u n d i  ng t o  a d v e r t i  se so t h a t  

these million new p e o p l e  would  learn a b o u t  t h e  

L i f e l ine  s e r v i c e s .  And I ' m  v e r y  proud o f  t h a t  f a c t .  

And what I w a n t  t o  say now i s ,  I want to 

And 1 removed my amendment vo? u n t a r i  1 y 

read t h e  applicable p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  letter t h a t  I g o t .  

It's an agreement between al l  t h e  E 3 d l  -- a l l  o f  t h e  

telephone companies agreeing to make sure t h a t  those 

peopl e who are  vu1 nerab le  who coul dn ' t n e c e s s a r i l y  

qualify o r  who d i d n ' t  have Lifeljne s e r v i c e  w i l l  now 

have t h a t .  

Be11South Telecommunications, I n c .  Spr int-F1or ida,  

I n c o r p o r a t e d  are committed t o  t h e  F l o r i d a  p u b l i c  

Service Comm-ission and t h e  o f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  Counsel t o  

provide $675,000 i n  the aggregate to educate 

consumers b? acks, H i  s p a n i  cs ,  t h e  have-nots, t h e  

medically needy,  our  s en io r s ,  about  a n d  promote t h e  

avai 1 abi  1 -i ty o f  L i  fe l  j ne and L i  nk-up  s e r v i  ces . 

I n  t h e  app7icable p a r t  i t  says t h a t  

"The 
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undersigned" -- and F m  going t o  read t h e i r  names 

d i  s t i  n c t l  y too.  "The undersigned w i  1 7  p rov ide  

addi T i  onaf f u n d i  ng and serv i  ces d i  rectl y to ti f e l  i ne 

and ~i nk-Up educat ion and promotion, whi ch w i  11 b r i  ng 

about a t o t a l  expenditure o f  i n  excess o f  $1 million 

over  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  -years,  approximately $500,000 

d u r i n g  t h e  year 2003, $300,000 dur ing  t h e  year 2004, 

and $200,000 du r ing  t h e  year o f  2005." 

And t h i s  agreement, w h i c h  i s  sen t  to our 

Governor, 3eb Bush, was s i g n e d  by B e - i h o u t h  

T e l  ecommuni c a t i o n s ,  V e r i  zon, Inc. , S p r i n t ,  and, o f  

course,  on b e h a l f  o f  F7or-j da cab1 e Telecommuni cat ions,  

and cop ies  were s e n t  to our  good p res iden t ,  our 

Speaker o f  t h e  House, Johnnie Byrd ,  our minor i ty  

leader Ron K l e i n ,  Doug W i l e s ,  Li la  Jaber,  chai r  f o r  

t h e  p u b l i c  Commission, and, o f  course, Jack shreve, 

t h e  P u b l i c  counsel. 

SO 1 feel  q u i t e  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a 

good b i l l ,  and I ' m  vo t i ng  f o r  t h i s  b i l l  p r i m a r i l y  

because i t ' s  go ing  t o  b r i n g  i n t o  Lifeline over  a 

mi 11 i on peopl e who would n o t  necessari 1 y qual i f y  f o r  

t h e s e  bas i c  s e r v i c e s  t o  have the  s e r v i c e s  so they  can 

t ake  care  of t h e i r  families, make phone c a l l s ,  have 

emergency phone c a l l s .  And I: t h i n k  t h i s  is t h e  reason 

why -- th r ' s  i s  t h e  reason, i n  f a c t ,  why I ' v e  committed 
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t o  v o t i n g  f o r  t h i s  b i l l ,  because i t  does h e l p  t h e  

have-nots. And that's one o f  my important goals  i n  

be ing  i n  t h e  F l o r i d a  Senate,  i s  t o  reach out  to those 

people who d o n ' t  have -- to make s u r e  they . p a r - t i c i p a t e  

i n s o c i e t y  and have e v e r y t h i  ng e lse  t h a t  everybody 

e l se  has. 

SO on beha l f  o f  -- t h a t  i s  why I ' m  

suppor t i ng  t h i s  b i l l .  Thank you. 

SENATOR K I N G :  All r igh t .  Members, 

remember, now, t h e r e  are  a l o t  o f  b i l l s  l e f t ,  and we 

are  -- you know, we are going -- seeming ly  a 

tremendous amount o f  time on a b i l l  that's on t h i r d  

r e a d i n g  t h a t  we had a tremendous amount o f  t i m e  spem 

on i n  second reading.  But w e ' r e  still i n  t h e  debate 

q u a d r a n t .  

Senator Bullard t o  debate, you're 

recognized. 

SENATOR EULLARD: Thank you, 

Mr. President. 

good b i l l .  It i s  a s t e p  i n  t h e  r igh t  d i r e c t i o n .  We 

know that, i n  a l l  due respec t  t o  t h i s  process, we do 

-- we've worked very hard t o  ensure t h a t  we work 

toward a good produc t .  And I believe t h a t  t h i s  i s  a 

good b i p a r t i s a n  p r o d u c t .  This  b i l l  i s  revenue 

neut ra l .  

1 j u s t  wanted t o  say t h a t  t h i s  i s  a 

A l l  o f  t h e  i n - s t a t e  connect ion fees  c h a r g e d  
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-- and these are issues t h a t  a r e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  

consumers -- charged by i n te rconnec t i  ng t e l  ecom 

companies i s  e l i m i n a t e d  i n  t h i s  b i l l .  And I believe 

t h a t  what we need t o  do i s  understand t h a t  while we . 

can't always f i n d  a quick f i x  t o  such a b i l l  as 

massive as r h e  te lecommunicat ions b i  11, what Senator 

Har idopolos has done has c rea ted  a v e r y  good working 

produc t .  And f o r  t h a t  reason, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  we 

should suppor t  t h i s  good b i l l  I 

SENATOR KING:  A'lT r i g h t .  I'm t r y i n g  to 

recognize those peopl  e f o r  debate. 

Senator Dawson, you're f o r  debate. And I know Senator 

Argenziano -is f o r  debate, and Senator B e n n e t t  i s  f o r  

debate. Wait a second. L e t  me get a l i s t .  

1 ' m  assumi ng, 

okay. we're go ing  t o  have Senator Dawson. 

A r e  you f o r  or  aga ins t?  

SENATOR DAWSON: I ' m  f o r .  

SENATOR K ING:  Senator Cow? n?  

( Inaudi  b l  e response .> 
Senator Bennett? 

( Inaudi  61 e response .> 
Senator A rgenr i  ano? 

( Inaudi  b l  e response .> 
Senator  smi th ,  f o r  o r  against? 

( Inaudi  b l  e response .> 
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SENATOR KING: Any other  debaters? 

okay. SO we have -- on my list now, we 

have f i v e  debaters .  

done, w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  have a c lose  by t h e  b-i-11 .sponsor, 

And when those  f i v e  debaters  a r e  

and then  we're going t o  vo te  on t h i s .  

SO let's s t a r t  o f f  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  one I 

recogni  zed. Senator Dawson, you ' r e  recogn ized f o r  

debate  

SENATOR DAWSON: Thank you, M r .  P r e s i d e n t  

and Senators. 

1'11 be real b r i e f ,  b u t  1 need t o  k ind  o f  

t a l k  about why i t  i s  t h a t  I am going t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  

telecommunications b i l l .  And I ' v e  probably  r e c e i v e d  

so many phone c a l l s  or  had t o  l i s t e n  t o  so many rumors 

'about t h i s .  And what 7: d-id was,  I asked f o r  a copy o f  

t h e  s t a t u t e .  

one o f  t h e  rumors t h a t  was p u t  b e f o r e  me 

was t h a t  t h e  L i f e l i n e  was going t o  discont inue  i n  a 

couple o f  years.  well ,  that's n o t  t rue .  

And another  rumor was t h a t  -if you were a 

L i f e l i n e  subscr iber  t h a t  you c o u l d  not take advan tage  

o f  any o f  t he  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s .  well , accord ing t o  the 

s t a t u t e ,  that's not  t r u e .  

One o f  t h e  issues that: 1 was concerned 

w i t h ,  a n d  I ' m  sure no one i n  t h i s  chamber i s  s u r p r i s e d  
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about, i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  so many o t h e r  people 

out there  i n  rural and i n  i n n e r - c i t y  F l o r i d a  t h a t  need 

t o  have bas i c  phone serv ice .  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  to the  

a1 ready $750,000 t h a t  t h e  Pub l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission; 

n o t  i n  t h e  p a s t  had 

s e r v i c e ,  and n o t  on 

because -- t h i s  t o o  

when you don't have 

basically o u t  o n  a 

he1 p .  

r e q u i r e s  BellSouth t o  d o ,  t h e y  were w i l l i n g  and we 

were able  to expand - t h a t  so t h a t  perhaps i n d i v i d u a l s  

i n  my d i s t r i c t  and i n  o t h e r  rural communities who have 

an oppor tun i ty  to have phone 

t h e  backs o f  anyone e l s e ,  b u t  

i s  something t h a t  i s  impor tan t .  

bas ic  phone s e rv i ce ,  then you are  

imb in t h e  event t h a t  you need 

I ' m  p i c t u r i n g  suppor t ing t h i s  because I 

have a g r e a t  number o f  e l d e r l y  who a r e  on f i x e d  income 

and who do need to have t h i s  bas ic  s e r v i c e .  so I ' m  

s u p p o r t i  ng t h i  s measure because I t h ink  tha t  not on ly  

w i l l  i t  allow t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  people who have not 

i n  t he  pas t  had t h e  ability to have t h i s  service,  but 

i t  now w j l l  a l so  i n c r e a s e  t h e  v i s i b i l i t y .  There are 

s o  many i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  I ' v e  had f r om my off ice  to 

k ind  o f  br-ing up to speed to l e t  them Itnow what: t h i s  

b i l l  actually means to them, and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we've 

had a Lifeline program in the s t a t e  f o r  some t i m e  

now. I t h i n k  t h i s  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t h e  v i s i b i l i t y  so 
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t h a t  many o t h e r  F l o r i d i a n s  who current ly  a r e  unaware 

o f  t h i s  s e r v i c e  w i l l  now have t h e  ability t o  become 

aware and t o  t a k e  advantage o f  t h i s  service.  

SO w i t h  t h a t ,  Mr. Pres iden t ,  1 am 

suppor t ing  t h i s  b i l l .  Thank you. 

SENATOR KING: Senator cowi n, agai n s t .  

SENATOR COWIN: Y e s .  Members, you know, 

i t ' s  hard  t o  look a t  t h i s  b i l l  and t h i n k  that it's 

really improved much from l a s t  year.  

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  some more P u b l i c  

S e r v i c e  Commission o v e r s i g h t .  However, 1 do believe 

t ha t  the f l e x i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  Se rv i ce  

Commission i s  o n l y  couched i n  words that s a y  t h a t  

t h e r e ' s  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s r .  I t h i n k  as f a r  as t h e i r  

r e g u l a t i o n ,  t h e y  are there t o  es tab l  i sh par i ty ,  whi ch 

i n  fact i s  l ower ing  one s e t  o f  rates i n  o r d e r  to r a i s e  

another  s e t  o f  rates.  

q u e s t j  on, t h e r e  w i  11 be an i ncrease i n r a t e s .  

It has t o  be equal, so wi thout  

L e t  me b r i n g  up one i s s u e  t h a t  no one has 

ever addressed, and that's t h e  f a c t  t h a t  cell p h o n e s ,  

as you know, have become u b i q u i t o u s .  The problem i s  

r i g h t  now, where t h e  money r e s t s  a r e  not i n  l ong  

d i s t a n c e  r a t e s .  And people ,  t h e y  say, "oh, y e s ,  

because o f  compet i t ion."  

money i s  go ing  t o  be made on local  s e r v i c e ,  as we use 

B u t  t h e  reality i s ,  t h e  
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local serv-ice f o r  computers, as we use l o c a l  serv ice  

f o r  h igh  speed  I n t e r n e t  and local s e r v i c e  f o r  

contact ing ne ighbor  t o  ne ighbor  and community t o  

community. T h a t ’ s  where t h e  cos t  i s  g o i n g  -to be, and 

t h a t ’ s  where t h e  i nc rease  i n  p r o f i t  i s  going to b.e 

made. SO s u r e l y  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  on t h e  local s e r v i c e  

7’s n o t  go ing  t o  have a c o m p e t i t i v e  nature i n  ru ra l  

communi t-i es 

I f  t h i s  was a r ea l ly  good Thing to do, then 

tell me why t h e  b i l l  exempts, and I believe i t  does, 

government e n t i  ti es and rad io  and t e l  e v i  s i  on 

s t a t j o n s ?  

because our school systems and our  government e n t i t i e s  

would n o t  be able t o  t o l e ra t e  an increase i n  local 

cos ts .  And l i k e w i s e ,  t h e  radio and t e l ev i s ion  s t u d i o s  

and s t a t i o n s  would i n c u r  a h i g h  cost w i t h  local 

servi ces I 

I a t t e s t  t o  you that that’s p r o b a b l y  

I f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  good, why does S e c t i o n  5 

reduce t h e  ability o f  city and county governments t o  

r e g u l  a t e  t h e i  r cab3 e JVS and t h e i  r f ranchi se 

agreements? 

I f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  good, why must people when 

they  have a reduced  quality of  s e r v i c e  a f t e r  i t ’ s  o u t  

o f  t h e  regula t ion  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Commjssion 

have to look o n l y  to compet i t ion ,  w h i c h  may o r  may n o t  

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, INC. 



z 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2 3  

24 

25  

I 

34 

be v ib ran t  i n  t h e i r  community, i n  order  to g e t  

improved qual i ty  o f  s e r v i  ce? 

I f  t h i s  i s  good- -- and t h i s  i s  impor tan t .  

I f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  good, tell me why we have t-o raise The 

prices i n  order t o  g e t  compet i t ion .  

Members, -I have seen s p i n n i n g  wheels i n  

t h i s  chamber many, many t i m e s .  In p o l i t i c s ,  -it's n o t  

how you say it, or  no t  w h a t  you say; i V s  i n  how you 

couch i t  and how you sp in  it. 

i t ' s  b e s i d e  me to t h i n k  i n  terms o f  r a i s i n g  r a t e s ,  

r a i s i n g  local r a t e s ,  and d e p e n d i n g  on upcoming 

c o m p e t i t i o n  as a way of b r i n g i n g  them down. 

come down, guess what. They're stili going To be 

h igher  Than t h e y  were when they s t a r t e d .  

I have never -- r mean, 

I f  they 

SO don't be  fooled by t h a t .  I: t h i n k  t h a t  

t h i s  i s  a s l i g h t  improvement to l a s t  year,  b u t  l e t  me 

t e l l  you, i f  i t  was really t h e  good th ing  to d o ,  you 

wouldn't have a m i l l i o n  and one l o b b y i s t s  f rom 

t e lephone  companies t r y i n g  t o  r a i  se t h e - i  r p r o f i t s  . 
Thank you. 

SENATOR KING: Senator Bennett, f o r .  

SENATOR 8ENNE-i-T: Thank you very  much, 

YOU know, te lephone rates and t h e  rates 

associated w i t h  them a re  one o f  t h e  b e s t  buys i n  

Amer ica .  And one o f  t h e  problems t h a t  we have i s  -that 

ACCURATE STENOTYPE REPORTERS, mc. 
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people k ind  o f  look a t  t h i s  as the a n a l o g y  o f  l i k e  

t a k i  ng med-i ci ne.  

h o r r i b l e ,  b u t  t h e  resul ts  -a re  g r e a t .  And i f  you l o o k  

a t  i t ,  that's always what has happened w i t h  

compet i t ion  i n  o u r  phone system. 

okay? Sometimes t h e  medi c i  ne t a s t e s  

Look a t  you r  l ong  d i s t a n c e  rates. They are 

t h e  p e r f e c t  example o f  what happens when you b r i n g  i n  

addi ti onal compe t i t i on .  

If  we would have k e p t  even t h e  i n f l a t i o n  

r a t e ,  your b a s i c  ra te  r i g h t  now f rom 1988, which 

$10.65 i s  roughly  where i t ' s  a t ,  would be over $16 

today. 

n o t  even keeping pace w i t h  i n f l a t i o n .  

compe t i t i on  i n here,  compet i t ion  w i  11 c o n t i  nue t o  

d r i v e  down t h e  r a t e s  j u s t  a s  i t  d i d  the l o n g  d i s tance  

s e r v i  ce.  

That i s basi  call y what B e l  1 South pays I We ' r e  

I f  we get 

cou ld  t h e  r a t e s  p o s s i b l y  s p i k e ?  y e s ,  t h e  

B u t  our s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  r a t e s  could p o s s i b l y  sp ike .  

w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  make o u t  through compet i t ion .  

the compe t i t i on  i f  you ever w a n t  t o  get t h e  r a t e s  

down. 

i n  t h e  past ,  and 1 would hope t h a t  everybody would 

suppor t  this good b i l l .  

We need 

It's the American way, and i t  has always worked 

SENATOR KING:  Senator Argenziano, 

agai n s t .  
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SENATOR ARGENZIANO: Mr. President ,  cou ld  

you come back to me af te r  t h e  nex t  speaker, please? 

SENATOR KING: You're i t .  

SENATOR ARCENZIANO: Okay. A I  1 t"? g h t  ; 

Then I'm ready. And I j u s t  ask f o r  your i n d u l g e n c e  

f o r  maybe four o r  f i v e  minutes.  

o f t e n ,  and r do n e e d  t o  debate on t h e  b i l l .  

I d o n ' t  g e t  up t h a t  

F i r s t  1 want to say t h a t  I've heard a few 

t h i n g s  here today, and I have i n  my hand a l e t t e r .  1 

s e n t  64 quest ions t o  the PSC b e f o r e  t h i s  sess ion 

began, and 1 got  t h e i r  answers, and t h e y ' r e  s t i 7 7  to 

date,  up to date .  And 1: want t o  correct  some 

m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o r  m is takes  t h a t  were made he re  

today. 

when you're t a l k i n g  about hav ing an i n s t a n t  

o r  hav ing rate i nc reases ,  l e t  me show you what t h e  

q u e s t i o n  -- I ' m  go ing  to read t h e  ques t i on .  

"Is it c o r r e c t  t h a t  PSC approval o f  a LEC'S 

p e t i t i o n  to reduce i t s  i n t e r s t a t e  swi tched network 

access r a t e  -in a revenue n e u t r a l  manner m u s t  r e su l t  i n  

i n c r e a s e s  in t h e  LEC's bas i c  loca l  s e r v i c e  ra tes?"  

And t h e  answer from t h e  PSC was, "The b i l l  does s t a t e ,  

quote ,  t o  immediately implement  a revenue category 

mechani sm consi  s t i  ng o f  bas i  c 1 oca1 t e l  ecommuni cations 

s e r v i  ce revenues and  i nters ta te  swi tched network 
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access revenues to achi eve revenue neutral i ty . It 

also s t a t e s  an adjustment i n  rates may n o t  be offset 

e n t i  r e l y  by The company's bas i c  month ly  r e c u r r i n g  

r a t e .  ' I  

And then when you t a lk  about saying t h a t  

there  are  long-term benefits t o  the customers i n  t h e  

b i l l ,  t h e y  come w i t h  s t r j n g s  at tached.  we a r e  

d i c t a t i n g ,  make no mistake, what t h e  outcome w i l l  be  

from t h e  PSC. L e t  me j u s t  read you t h e  second 

ques t ion .  

"IS i t  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  PX has no a u t h o r i t y  

under t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  i n i t i a t e  bas ic  l o c a l  r a t e  

adjustments o f  any k i n d  on i t s  own motion and t h a t  i t s  

so le  a u t h o r i t y  to address bas ic  local r a t e s  o r  access 

f e e  adjustments would be on t h e  p e t i t i o n  o f  a focal 

exchange te7 ecommuni c a t i o n s  company?" The answer from 

t h e  PSC i s  y e s .  

SO please make no m is take  that t h e  PSC has 

t o t a l  d i s c r e t i o n .  The i r  answers say no, that's n o t  

t r u e .  

"Am 1 c o r r e c t  i n  understanding t h a t  t h e r e  

i s  no p o s s i b i l i t y  thar  t h e  PSC could l ower  b a s i c  local 

s e r v i c e  rates pursuant  t o  t h i s  s e c t j o n  o f  t h e  

l e g i s l a t i o n ?  " The-ir answer i s  y e s ,  they cannot even 

lower  them. 
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NOW, t he  o t h e r  p o i n t  I j u s t  want t o  make i s  

t h a t  I ' v e  been i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  seven years,  and 

f o r  seven years t h i s  b i l l  has been around. It k i n d  o f  

reminds me o f  t ha t  darn annoying Energ izer  Bunny, 

except t h i s  is even more annoying. 

- 

And l e t  me just go over t h e  p o i n t s  o f  t h e  

b i l l  t h a t  are no t  be ing  told t o  you. 

r a t e  h i k e  i n  t h e  state's h i s t o r y .  T h i s  w i l l  be t h e  

l a rges t  utility's r a t e  h ike  i n  the state's h i s t o r y .  

It's the l a r g e s t  

The language i n  t h e  b i l l  -- there's 

l anguage  i n  t h e  b i l l  t h a t  will do away w i t h  the  

quality o f  serv ice .  That's g o t  t o  b o t h e r  you. 

rt d i c t a t e s  to the PSC t h a t  t h e  r a t e  h i k e  

-- t h a t  t h e r e  will be a r a t e  h i k e .  

The c a f l i n g  areas, your local c a l l i n g  

areas ,  t h e  language i n  t h e  b i l l  -- read the language 

-- says t h a t  it will p o s s i b l y  and most l i k e l y  reduce 

t h e  focal c a l l i n g  areas. 

more l o n g  d-istance phone c a l l s .  

~ h u s ,  you w i l l  be m a k i n g  

L i f e l i n e .  oh, Li fe l ine  is a no-bra iner .  I 

love L i f e l i n e .  It s h o u l d n ' t  even be i n  t h i s  b i l l .  

The major d iscuss ion  i s ,  Senator s i p l i n ,  on L i f e l i n e ,  

when i t ' s  o n l y  a very small percentage o f  t h i s  bill. 

Read page 21, (c>  . "Any local exchange 

tel ecommuni c a t i  ons company customer receivi ng L i  fel i ne 
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b e n e f i t s  shall n o t  be s u b j e c t  to any r e s i d e n t i a l  .basic 

1 oca7 t e l  ecommuni ca t ions  r e r v i  ce r a t e  i ncreases 

a u t h o r i z e d  by 363.164 u n t i l  t h e  local  exchange 

t e l  ecommuni ca t i ons  company reaches p a r i t y  as  d e f i  ned 

i n  Statute 364 o r  u n t i l  t h e  customer no longer  

q u a l  i f-i es  f o r  t h e  L i  ne1 i f e  b e n e f i t s  . " Guess when they 

reach p a r i t y ,  Senator s i p l i n .  I n  two years they  can 

reach p a r i t y ,  and loca l  L i f e l i n e  rates w i l l  be 

i n c r e a s e d  

S O  don't f e e l  so  comfortable w i t h  t h a t  as a 

sweetener, because that's a l l  it i s ,  7's a sweetener. 

And on compe t i t i on ,  I love compe t i t i on .  

B u t  how do you -- how do you tell your customers o r  

your  consumers back at- home, "Guess what. We need 

c o m p e t i t i o n  because t h e  rates f o r  focal rates a r e  too 

low. It's no t  a t t r a c t i n g  compe t j t i on ,  so l e t ' s  ra ise  

t h e  rates so t ha t  we hope these c o m p a n i e s  r u s h  back i n  

to get back down to where we are  and where they  don't 

want to be t o  b e g i n  w i t h " ?  That's no t  common sense at 

a l l .  

R e s i  d e n t i  a l  s i  n g l  e-7 i n e  bus i  ness customers 

w i l l  pay a l l  t h e  i nc reases  i n  t h e  b a s i c  local service 

r a t e s ,  while multi-line business customers pay none o f  

these inc reases ,  b u t  t h e  b i l l  mandates t h a t  t h e y  

r e c e i v e  t h e  i n te r s t a t e  reduct-i ons. 
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And h e r e ' s  t h e  k i cke r  to t h i s .  And ~ ' - m  

g o i n g  t o  end, but here's t he  k i c k e r  to t h i s .  There's 

no r e q u i  rement t h a t  t h e y  ma; n t a i  n those i ni ti a1 t o 1  1 

reduc t i ons ,  n o t  one requ i  rement i n  t h e  b i l l ,  f o r  any- 

p e r i o d  o f  t ime.  so i n  a month, your access fees  can 

go r i g h t  back up. 

Read t h e  b i l l .  Ask t h e  q u e s t i o n .  

S i x t y - f o u r  ques t ions  on my desk t h a t  were answered by 

t h e  PSC, and  i t ' s  n o t  w h a t  I heard t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  

does. 

And i n  a l l  hones ty ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  a consumer 

f r i e n d l y  b i l l .  There 's  a l o t  o f  sweeteners i n  t h i s  

b i l l ,  and  I ask you t o  look at it again. 

And, M r .  P res ident ,  I'm t r y i n g  t o  be very 

sena tor ia l ,  and my fas t  statement on t h i s  b i l l  I d i d  

w i t h  s e n a t o r i a l  -- 
SENATOR KING: Be c a r e f u l .  

SENATOR ARGENZIANO: I d i d ,  and I'm go ing  

t o  say i t ,  because t h i s  sums up my feeling i n  the b e s t  

s e n a t o r i a l  manner I can poss ib l y  do. 

Th j  s i s t h e  b i g g e s t  suppos i to ry  1 eg i  sl a t i  on 

we have ever  been requested t o  i n t r o d u c e  i n t o  t h e  body 

po l  i ti c .  

Thank  you. 

SENATOR KING: P r e s i  dent?  a1 = P res i  d e n t i  a1 . 
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okay. Senator smith? 

SENATOR SMITH: I ' m  o n l y  going to -- f i r s t  

o f  a l l ,  I d o n ' t  know how you follow T h a t .  

I wasn ' t  go ing t o  speak.  Senator . 

Har idopolas has asked me to, so 1 will very b r i e f l y  t o  

say t h i s :  I suppor t  t h e  b i l l .  I suppor t  t h e  b i l l  

because o f  t h e  s e c t i o n  t h a t  p rov i  des f o r  c o m p e t i t i o n  

and enhancement o f  compe t i t i on .  

The d e c i s i o n  t h a t  7eads us where we are  

today was made a l o n g  t i m e  ago. We had two ways we 

c o u l d  have gone i n  te lecommunicat ions.  We could have 

s t a y e d  regulated,  and we were t h a t  way f o r  a l o n g ,  

l o n g  time. 

The t e c h n o l o g i c a l  explosion t h a t  we have 

seen, t h e  explosion o f  serv- i  ces i n communi catj ons t h a t  

we have seen has been l i n k e d  t o  deregulation. T h i s  i s  

a f i n a l  step  i n  deregu la t ion ,  a n d  t h e  f ina l  step  i n  

d e r e g u l a t i o n  s imply  says t o  me t h a t  we are  going t o  

say t h a t  we want t h e  market. 

N O W ,  w i l l  t h e r e  be winners and l o s e r s  in 

the near t e r m ?  Y e s .  There a lways  w i l l  be when we 

make swi tches .  There were t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  we made t h a t  

dec i  s i  on. 

Some peop le  tell me t h e  AARP doesn't l i k e  

t b i s  b i l l .  They d i d n ' t  ' l i ke  t h i s  b i77 ,  a n d  t h e  honest 

.. 
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t r u t h  i s ,  They d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  i d e a  o f  d e r e g u l a t i o n  

when i t  f i r s t  s t a r t e d .  B u t  we've made those 

d e c i s i o n s .  We are  on tha t .pa th ,  and so f a r  what we've 

done i n techno1 ogy i n t h i s  coun t ry  i s unprecedented, 

and i t 1  s unprecedented because i t  has been based on 

what has a l w a y s  worked bes t  f o r  u s ,  and t h a t  is 

competi ti on. 

And when you make your vote t o d a y ,  my view 

i s  -- and Senator Har idopolos w i l l  say i t  b e t t e r ,  b u t  

m y  v iew  i s  t h i s  is a s i m p l e  i d e a  about d i d  we come up 

w i t h  a p l a n  that s a y s  t h a t  That  commission t h a t  7's to 

make t he  f i n a l  decis ion i s  supposed to look t o  see one 

t h i n g ,  and t h a t  i s  have we enhanced compe t i t i on ,  and 

i f  we have enhanced c o m p e t i t i o n ,  have we encouraged 

new e n t r i e s  into t h e  market.  Then i n  the l o n g  t e rm,  

i t  won ' t  be  shor t - term winners and shorr-term l o s e r s .  

It w i l l  be that our  s t a t e ,  t h i s  i n d u s t r y ,  and the  

who1 e concept o f  t e l  ecommuni c a t i  o m  w i  11 be a w i  nner , 

a n d  7: suppor t  t h i s  b i l l  f o r  t ha t  reason. 

SENATOR K I N G :  Senator  Har jdopo los  to 

close. 

SENATOR HARIDOPOLOS: Thank you, 

M r .  P r e s i d e n t .  1 apprec ia te  t h e  s p i r i t e d  debate. I 

t h i n k  the most -important t h i n g  i s  t h i s  political 

football game i s  f i n a l l y  over. 
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I remember when I f-iled th i s  b i l l  two Years 

ago i n  t h e  House, th@re  were h b b y i s t s  l i n e d  U P  on 

both sides.  And what we. have f i n a l l y  done i s ,  the 

L e g i s l a t u r e  I Think has come together and looked at a-~-n 

i s s u e  to f i n a l l y  increase compet i t ion,  b u t  w i t h  *he 

irnpurxam 'tngrcdisnt of- o v e r s i g h t .  I t h i n k  everyone 

i n  t h i s  room understands the  professionals we have at 

t h e  P u b l i c  Service Commission, and, that's where we're 

go ing  t o  pu t  t h i s  political football to bed. We're 

go ing  TO take i t  o u t  o f  t h e  Legislature and p u t  it: i n  

. the  professionals' hands where c i t i z e n  groups and 

persons al ike can make sure t h a t  if there  is any 

d i s c u s s i o n  about raxes, t h e  persons can be t h e r e  to 

defend t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  consumer. 

r t h i n k  t h i s  b i l l  -is a17 about competition 

and i n n o v a t i o n ,  and I: t h i n k  that's what Amerjca i s  a l l  

a b o u t ,  competi t i  on and i nnovari on. 

I want to thank Senator s i p l i n  For h i s  good 

work on t h i s  b i l l  a s  we71 as Senator smith and 

.others, a n d ,  o f  cuurse, the  chai rman, Senator  enn nett, 

For b r i n g i n g  a71 s ides together. 

'long time -hi coming, as Senator S m i t h  has s a i d .  And I 

t h i n k  that we have f i n a l l y  p u t  t h i s  politicaf football 

to bed, and 1 t h i n k  i t ' s  rime f o r  us to move fo rward  

and  t ru s t  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  the  same way we t r u s t e d  

T h j s  has be.en a 
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competj ti on to make t h e  uni  ted states.  

Thank you. 

SENATOR K I N G : .  The Senator having closed on 

h i s  b i l l ,  the S e c r e t a r y  will u n l o c k  t h e  machine and 

members will prepare t h e  vote. 

Have a13 members voted? Have a l l  members 

voted? Have a l l  members voted? 

The Sec re ta ry  will lock t he  machine and 

announce t h e  vote .  

THE SECRETARY: Twenty-seven y e a s ,  12 nays, 

M r  . Presi dent. 

SENATOR K I N G :  And so by your vote,  

commit tee s u b s t i t u t e  for  Senate ~ i 7 7  654 i s  passed. 

(Conclusion o f  considerat jon o f  Commit tee 

S u b s t i t u t e  f'.o-r Senate B i l l  654 on A p r i l  30, 2003.) 
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