
(Section 367,045, Florida S t a m )  

LEGAL NOTICE 

La{.! 

Notice is hemby given on *103 /*7  puEuant to Section 367.045, Florida &M& 
of the application of Lazy S Recei ver s to operate a water andor wastewater Mrw t6 
provide service to the following described territory in p o n y .  , Florida. 

DESCRIPTION OF TEE LAZY S uTILII*y SERVICE AREA 

Commencing at the north- comer of Section 26, Township 28 South, m e  23 East thence 
south a distance of25 &et to the south right-of-way h e  ofAriana Street atsa being THE P O N  

norhast amer ofhe of& west !4 of the cast '/t of said scctkm, -southerly a of 
IDS', thence easterly a distamx of 670' to the east line of thc llotfhwcst 34 of said section, 
tbtawx southerly along the east line ofthe northwest % ofsaid sedionadistmx of 1430' tothe 
south line of the northwst YI of Section 26, Town 28 South, w e  23 East, tkme west on the 
south line of said section to the wlest of the sccfiofl, t h e e  north h n g  b mest line of said 
scction to thc south right-of-way line of Ariana S k c t  also tbc MINI' OF BEGINNING. Bciag 
142 acres IMIE or less. 

OF BEGINNING, thence W I y  alODg the SOU& rigbt-of-Way lirmC Of M Sseet to th 

Any objection to the said application must be made in writing and filed with the 
Director, Division of the Commission Clerk and Admin'btrative Services, Florida Public 
Service Commission, 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard, Jalfahasee, Florida 32399-0850, 
within thirty (30) days from the date of this notice. At the same time, a copy of said 
objection should be mailed to the applicant whose address is set forth below. The objection 
must state the grounds for the objection with particularity. 

lutility name and address1 

The Colinas Group - Receivers 
2033 E. Edgewood Drive Suite 5 

Lakeland, FL 33803 

'1, . -- NOTE: We have made application to The Public Service Commission to assist in regulating thG L A  90 

7 
E water system. PLEASE UNDERSTAND THAT on an average over the last 7 months the water"' T-! 

being metered through the city's meter equates to5J&dloni @-b each holm. TIaIS IS "m --- I- 
L r  5 
VI 

~ - -  *---- - THREE TIMES what it should be. If you are allowing your water to run when not being used f '  G; 
a "  

2 0 0  0 cn 

please turn it ~ _ _ I  off or -- if you have leaks - _- in your home please re$& thEmcs l l Q u l c u ~ W ~ Z ~  
c5ntiKue there m a y  be no alternative but to increase the monthly user fees. We will take every 
precaution to avoid this. r,o 1 
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DEPAIU-MENI’ OF WAI’ER u w “ s  
SO I East L ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ l  Street -A32 

Lakclatid. Florida 33x0 I-SO79 

www .wa teru ti lit ies .lakelandqov.net 
(863)  834-6568 FAX (863) 834-6274 

‘‘7’REA7+IN(i lT(IIJR llil7‘ER SERIOII~SII 1”’ c LAKELAND 
Chuck Garirig, Director 

Bob Conner, Assistant Director Garv Ross, Assistant Director 

October 23,2003 

Mr. Ray Carter 
1505 S. Wabash Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 

Mr. Carter, 

I am writing to you to respond to your concern regarding the current water billing you receive as being a 
customer of the former Lazy S Utilities. Perhaps the most direct response I can provide you is to let you 
know that the development in which you live lies outside of Lakeland’s municipal limits and, consequently, 
the City has no jurisdiction to regulate the rates charged to customers in your community. However, a 
brief history of this problem might be helpful. 

For many years, the City of Lakeland Water Utility had provided water to Lazy S Utilities, Inc. through a 
metered service. This service provided water by which Lazy S was able to furnish water service to its 
customers through its own distribution system. 

The operators of Lazy S found it difficult to continue running the system and keep collections current 
which, in turn, paid the City of Lakefand’s water bill. In fact, the water system is currently more than 
$19,000 in arrears for water previously provided by the City but not paid for. A year or so ago, the 
operators of Lazy S Utilities decided they did not wish to run this system any more. They petitioned the 
Polk County Circuit Court to abandon their involvement in the utility. The Court granted the request and 
appointed The Colinas Group as receivers of the utility. 

Even though the City of Lakeland’s water billing account to Lazy S Utilities, Inc. was, and remains, in 
arrears, the City did not wish to cut off the water. That would have placed you and many others being 
served by Lazy S in a tough spot. Instead, the City has chosen to allow The Cotinas Group, as receivers, 
time in which to pay off the outstanding debt. They, of course, are also responsible for paying the current 
monthly water charges incurred by the system. 

Any water billing performed by The Colinas Group has been adopted as part of their agreement with the 
Court in an effort to keep this system solvent. 

Should you have any further questions regarding your current billing arrangement, I suggest you contact 
Mr. Charles Freed with The Colinas Group, Jnc. at (863) 669-9141. 

Sincerely , 

Mry L. Ross 
Assistant Director of Water Utilities 

xc: Charles S. Freed, P-E., The Colinas Group 
---Charles e a r i n g ~ 1 4 i ~ ~ - ~ o r ~ t ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~  --- ~ 

Barbara Lipscomb, Assistant City Manager 
Palmer Davis, Assistant City Attorney 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

This is to provide notice to the users of the former Lazy S Utilities, Inc. water system PWS 
Number 6534578 that in the sampling year of 2002 lead and copper samples were NOT taken in 
accordance with Chapter 62-55 1 of the Florida Administrative Code. 

This system will be sampled in 2003 and shall continue to be sampled as required. Lead can pose 
a risk to your health. Please read the information below. 

Lead can pose a significant risk to your health if too much of it enters your body. Lead can build 
up in the body over many years and can cause damage to the brain, red blood cells and kidneys. 
The greatest risk is to young children and pregnant women. When water stands in plumbing 
systems containing lead for several hours or more, the lead may dissolve into your drinking 
water. This means the fust water drawn in the morning can contain high levels of lead. Let the 
water run tiom the tap before using it for drinking or cooking. Flushing the tap means running 
the cold water faucet until the water gets noticeably colder, usually about 15-30 seconds. Avoid 
using the hot water faucet for drinking and cooking purposes as it can dissolve lead more quickly 
than cold water. For further information please contact David Blount at 863-294-3536. 

NOTICE 

There will be a meeting of those persons interested in learning more about the former Lazy S 
Utilities water system. The meeting will begin at 7 pm on Tuesday March 18,2003 in the 
auditorium of the Hope Baptist Church. The church is located at 504 Plateau Avenue. This is 
near the Jesse Keen Elementary School. 



TO: CUSTOMERS OF THE FORMER LAZY S UTILITY COMPANY 

The former owners of the Lazy S Utility Company, Inc. have filed notice that they can 110 

longer operate the water utility system. Without proper operation and maintenance on the water 
system a health problem could occur. On February 7,2003 the Circuit Court appointed The 
Colinas Group, Inc., a Florida Corporation, as Receiver. 

The receiver Iias been charged with operating the utility in a manner so as to effectively 
and escieiitly provide water service to the Utilities custotiiers in accordance with the rules and- 
regulations of the State of Florida and Polk County. 111 order to make current water payments to 
the City of Lakeland, and maintain the system, tlie following rates have been established : 

1 .  The base bill for each customer will be $35.50 per month for the first 8,000 
gallons of  water used. Water used over the 8,000 gallons will be billed at: 

$2.05 per IO00 galloris for the next 5,000 gallons 
$2.50 per 1000 gallons for tlie next 5,000 gallons and 
$2.75 i>ci I C33 gz!!si;s ~ G T  3iiy I . ; S S ~ C  PVCX 1 8 , C E  g~llo;is 

2. There sh$l be a deposit due of one months user charge of $35.50 to establish an 
account. Meters will be read as close to the same time each month as possible. 
Bills will be mailed within four days of the meter reading. The customer will 
have 20 calendar days to pay the bill. AAer which the account will be deemed 
late and a $3.50 late charge will be added to the bill. Should the bill remain 
unpaid for 20 additional days the customer will receive a notice to terminate 
service and the water will be cutoff. When service is cutoff the entire bill must be 
paid before the service will be reconnected. There will be a $20.00 reconnect fee 
which will be on the next months bill. Any meter that is tampered with or 
otherwise disconnected by other that the receivers shall be charged $50.00 plus 
the cost of any materials needed for the repair. Only employees of the receiver 
or persons under contract to the receiver shall repair tlie meters. 

3. A $30.00 charge will be imposed 011 all returned checks. 
4. Checks or money orders should be made Payable to ‘The Cotinas Group - 

Receiver’ and mailed to 2033 E. Edgewood Drive, Suite 5, Lakeland, FL 
33803. 

The above rates will begin with tlie April 2003 bills. The March bills will be 
approximately $20.00. 

To provide the most accurate billing ALL meters will eventually have to be replaced The 
cost of installing meters is $150.00. When a new meter is required the customer may make a oiie 
time payment of $150.00 or have the cost spread over twenty four months. The meters that are 
not working will be the first to be replaced. 

Should a customer question the meter reading it will be reread. If the reading is correct 
the customer will be charged $1  5.00. Should the reading be inaccurate tlie reread is free and the 
customers bill adjusted. 

8:30 am and 5:30 pm. For emergeticy service after hours you may call 863-294-3536. 
We will make every effort to provide safe drinking water at tlie lowest possible cost white making 
improvements as funds are available. 

the customer (with interest) after having a good payment record for two years. 

For questions regarding the operation or billing please call 863-669-91 4 1 between the 

The deposits shall be placed in an interest bearing escrow account. i t  will be returned to 

Thank you, David Blount and Charles Freed Receivers. 
Please help save a precious natural resource by repairing all leaks. 
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LAZY S CORPORATION 352445 
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