


BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION



In re:  Petition for rate increase of Progress Energy Florida, Inc.

 
Docket No. 050078-EI

Submitted for filing:

August 31, 2005
JOINT MOTION FOR APPROVAL OF

STIPULATION AND SETTLEMENT

Progress Energy Florida, Inc. (“PEF” or the “Company”), the Office of Public Counsel, the Attorney General of the State of Florida, Florida Industrial Power Users Group, the AARP, Sugarmill Woods Civic Association, Inc., Buddy L. Hansen, the Florida Retail Federation, White Springs Agricultural Chemicals, Inc., and the Commercial Group (collectively, the “Joint Movants”) hereby jointly move the Commission to approve the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement, dated August 31, 2005 and attached hereto, which the Joint Movants have entered into for the resolution of all issues in Docket No. 050078-EI.  In support of this motion, the Joint Movants represent as follows:

1.
The Joint Movants have been engaged in negotiations for the purpose of reaching a comprehensive stipulation in settlement of all issues in the above-referenced docket and thereby avoiding the need for expensive, time consuming litigation of these issues in hearings before the Commission.  These negotiations have culminated in the execution of the attached Stipulation and Settlement Agreement.  The Joint Movants request that following the Commission’s review of this Joint Motion and the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement the Commission approve this motion and the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement at the earliest practical date.
2.
The Stipulation and Settlement Agreement provides for, among other things, that PEF’s base rates will remain at existing levels, except as otherwise provided for in the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement through the last billing cycle of 2009, unless otherwise extended by PEF through the last billing cycle of June 2010.  Other key provisions of the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement include, but are not limited to: the continuation of a revenue sharing mechanism similar to that included in the rate settlement under which PEF currently operates; continued collection of the Hines Unit 2 capital-related revenue requirements through the fuel clause until the commercial in-service date of Hines Unit 4, at which time PEF would transfer the Hines Unit 2 capital-related revenue requirements to base rates and reduce fuel charges to customers associated with that Unit; base rate recovery of PEF’s revenue requirements for Hines Unit 4 beginning with the unit’s commercial operation, which is currently scheduled for late 2007; and a continuation of PEF’s current cost of service and rate design except as specifically provided in the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement and its Exhibit 1.

3.
The Joint Movants represent that the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement fairly and reasonably balances the various positions of the parties on issues in this proceeding, and serves the best interests of the customers they represent and the public interest in general.  The Stipulation and Settlement Agreement is fully consistent with and supportive of this Commission’s long standing policy of encouraging the settlement of contested proceedings in a manner that benefits the ratepayers of utilities subject to the Commission’s regulatory jurisdiction and that avoids the need for costly, time consuming and inefficient litigation of matters before the Commission.  For these reasons, the Joint Movants request that the Commission approve the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement attached to this motion.

4.
The Joint Movants ask that the Commission undertake its review of the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement and act upon this joint motion for its approval at the earliest practicable date in order to allow for the orderly implementation of the Agreement and to provide certainty to the parties and their respective constituents and customers with respect to the outcome of this proceeding.
WHEREFORE, the Joint Movants respectfully request that the Commission approve the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement attached hereto at the earliest practicable date.
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Respectfully submitted,

Progress Energy Florida, Inc.


Office of Public Counsel
By_______________________


By_______________________
R. Alexander Glenn, Esq.


   
Harold McLean, Esq.
Post Office Box 14042



   
111 W. Madison St., Room 812 

St. Petersburg, Florida 33733


   
Tallahassee, Florida 32399

Attorney General, State of Florida

Florida Retail Federation
By_______________________


By _______________________
Charlie Crist, Attorney General


Robert Scheffel Wright, Esq.
Christopher M. Kise, Esq. 



Landers & Parsons, P.A.

Jack Shreve, Esq.





310 West College Avenue

Attorney General





Tallahassee, FL  32302



The Capitol-PL01





Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050



Florida Industrial Power Users Group

AARP

By_______________________


By_______________________
John W. McWhirter, Jr., Esq.


   
Michael B. Twomey, Esq.
McWhirter, Reeves




 Post Office Box 5256

Post Office Box 3350




 Tallahassee, Florida 32302

Tampa, Florida 33601



   

Sugarmill Woods Civic Association, Inc.
     Buddy L. Hansen


By_______________________

     By_______________________
Michael B. Twomey, Esq. 

  
     Michael B. Twomey, Esq. 

Post Office Box 5256



      Post Office Box 5256

Tallahassee, Florida 32302


      Tallahassee, Florida 32302

White Springs Agricultural Chemicals

The Commercial Group


Inc.

By:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________


By _______________________
James Bushee, Esq.




Alan Jenkins, Esq.
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan, LLP


McKenna Long & Aldridge, LLP
2282 Killearn Center Blvd.



One Peachtree Center
Tallahassee, FL  32309-3576



303 Peachtree Street N. E.







Suite 5300








Atlanta, GA  30308
Docket No. 050078-EI

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true copy of the foregoing motion has been furnished to Jennifer Brubaker, Esquire, Office of the General Counsel, Economic Regulation Section, Florida Public Service Commission, 2540 Shumard Oak Blvd., Tallahassee, Florida  32399-0850, by hand delivery this 31st day of August, 2005.









_____________________________
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