
Docket No. 060173-EU 
Re: Proposed amendments to rules regarding overhead electric facilities to allow more stringent construction standards than required by National Electric Safety Code.

Docket No. 060172-EU 
Re: Proposed rules governing placement of new electric distribution facilities underground and conversion of existing overhead distribution facilities to underground facilities, to address effects of extreme weather events.
At the February 27, 2006 Internal Affairs, the Commission directed staff to open rulemaking proceedings to:
(1) Address requiring distribution facility standards higher than the National Electric Safety Code (NESC); and 

(2) Look at the cost and reliability of undergrounding electric facilities, with specific emphasis on identifying areas/circumstances where underground facilities may be appropriate.

Participants should be prepared to address the following topics at the April 17, 2006 staff rule development workshop.

________________________________________________________________________

AGENDA

April 17, 2006

Staff Rule Development Workshop
A.  Should the National Electric Safety Code be adopted as the minimum construction standard for all electric utility overhead and underground transmission and distribution facilities, including substations?
B.  Should existing transmission and distribution facilities continue to be governed by the edition of the NESC in effect at the time of initial construction?  Should existing facilities be upgraded to the current NESC standards at the time of major expansions, maintenance/rebuild, or relocation?
C.  Should electric utilities be required to exceed the minimum requirements of the NESC to address known “hot spots” subject to repeated storm damage?  If so, under what circumstances?  What reporting and demonstration of prudence should be required?  How should costs be recovered?
D.  Should all electric utilities be required to adhere to the extreme wind loading standards contained in the NESC in the design and construction of all transmission and distribution facilities, including substations?
E.  Should all electric utilities be required to establish construction standards for underground facilities capable of protecting such facilities from flooding and storm surges in areas designated as Category 3 Surge Zones by the Department of Community Affairs, Division of Emergency Management?
F.  How should the costs associated with meeting storm-hardened overhead and underground construction standards be reflected in Contribution-In-Aid-of-Construction (CIAC) calculations for (i) new construction, and (ii) conversion of existing overhead facilities to underground? 

G. What are the costs, benefits, and rate impacts of implementing storm-hardened overhead construction standards?
H. What are the costs, benefits, and rate impacts of implementing storm-hardened underground construction standards?

I.  Other issues.
J.  Ongoing scheduling and procedural matters. 
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