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$re v u p l e a s e d  to provide you with this year‘s Annual Water Quality Report. We want to keep 
@u 1nfoEk.d about the excellent water and services we have delizered to you over the past year. Our 
goal is and always has been, to provide to you a safe and dependable supply of drinking water. 

b We are pleased to report that our drinking water 
meets all Federal and State requirements. 4 

If you have any questions about this report or concerning your water utility, please contact Len or 
Linda Tabor at (352) 351-1338. We want our valued customers to be informed about their water util- 
ity. If you want to learn more, please contact our business office Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. - 
4:30 p.m. 

County-Wide Utility Company, Inc. routinely monitors for contaminants in your drinking water 
according to Federal and State laws, rules, and regulations. Except where indicated otherwise, this 
report is based on the results of our monitoring for the period of January 1 to December 3 1,2005. As 
authorized and approved by EPA, the State has reduced monitoring requirements for certain contami- 
nants to less often than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants are not ex- 
pected to vary significantly from year to year. Some of our data [e.g., for Chromium], though repre- 
sentative, is more than one year old. 

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, 
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, i t  
dissolves naturally-occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up sub- 
stances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity. The Department of Environ- 
mental Protection has performed a Source Water Assessment on our system and a search of the data 
sources indicated no potential sources of contamination near our wells. The assessment results are 
available on the FDEP Source Water Assessment and Protection Program website at 
www dep.state.fl.us/swapp Our water source is ground water from two wells that draw from the Flo- 
ridian Aquifer Our water is chlorinated for disinfection purposes. In November, 2005, we connected 
our water system to the City of Ocala water system. Next year’s CCR will report results from the 
City of Ocala’s water source. 

Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 
(A) Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agri- 
cultural livestock operations, and wildlife. 
(B) fnorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring or result from urban storm water runoff, 
industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or fanning. 
(C) Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and 
residential uses. 
(D) Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial 
processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and septic systems. 
(E) Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally-occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities. 

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount 
of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. FDA regulations establish limits 
for contaminants in bottled water, which must provide the same protection for public health. Drinking 
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Maximuffk&Bk$nant Level or 
MCL: The highest level of a con- 
taminant that is allowed in drinking 
water. MCLs are set as close to 
the MCLGs as feasible using the 
best available treatment tech- 
nology. 

Maximum Contaminant Level 
Goal o r  MCLG: The level of a 
contaminant in drinking water 
below which there Is no known or 
expected risk to health. MCLGs 
allow for a margin of safety. 

Actlon Level (AL): The concen- 
tration of a contaminant which, if 
exceeded, triggers treatment or 
other requirements which a water 
system must follow. 

Parts per million (ppm) or Milli- 
grams per liter (mgn) - one part 
by weight of analyte to I million 
parts by weight of the water sam- 
ple. 

Parts per billion (ppb) o r  Micro- 
grams per liter (pg/l) - one part 
by weight of analyte to 1 billion 
parts by weight of the water sam- 
ple. 

Picocuries per liter (pCi/L) - 
picocuries per liter is a measure of 
the radioactivity in water. 

Maximum resldual disinfectant 
level or MRDL -- The highest 
level of a disinfectant allowed in 
drinking water There is convinc- 
ing evidence that addition of a 
disinfectant is necessary for con- 
trol of microbial contaminants. 

Maximum residual disinfectant 
level goal or MRDLG - The level 
of a dthking water disinfectant 
below which there IS no known or 
expected risk to health. MRDLGs 
to not reflect the benefits of the 
use of disinfectants to control 
microbial contaminants. 

- 

can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791. 

No Watering 
1 Oam to 4pm Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) Watering Restrictions 

and landscaping shall be limited to the hours of 12:Ol a.m.-10 a.m. or 
4 p.m. - 11 59 p.m. All properties with an even address may only water on Thursdays andlor 
Sundays. Properties with an address may only water on Wednesdays andlor Saturdays. 
For more information contact the SWFWMD at 1-800-423-1476 or www.swfwmd.state.fl.us 
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Contaminant and 

(5) Alpha. Certain minerals are radioactive and may emit a form of radiation known as alpKa radiation. Some people who drink water containing alpha 
emitters in excess of the MCL over many years may have an increased risk of gecing cancer. 
(13) Chromium. Some people who use water containing chromium well in excess of the MCL over many years could experience allergic dermatitis. 
(19) Nitrate. Infants below the age of six months who drink water containing nitrate in excess of the MCl could become seriously ill and, if untreated, may 
die. Symptoms include shortness of breath and blue-baby syndrome. 
(23) Sodium. The standard is set at 160 ppm to protect those who are susceptible to high blood pressure or to diseases causing difficulty in regulating body 
fluid volume. It is important to recognize that sodium enters the body in a number of ways, including food, and that drinking water contributes less than 10 
percent to the overall sodium intake. 
(77) Copper. Copper is an essential nutrient, but some people who drink water containing copper in excess of the action level over a relatively short amount 
of time could experience gastrointestinal distress. Some people who drink water containing copper in excess of the action level over many years could suf- 
fer liver or kidney damage. People with Wilson’s Disease should consult their personal doctor. 
(78) Lead. Infants and children who drink water containing lead in excess of the action level could experience delays in their physical or mental develop- 
ment, Children could show slight deficits in attention span and learning disabilities. Adults who drink this water over many years could develop kidney prob- 
lems or high blood pressure. 
79) Chlorine: Some people who use water containing chlorine well in excess of the MRDL could experience irritating effects to their eyes and nose. Some 
people who drink water containing chlorine well in excess of the MRDL could experience stomach discomfort. 
(80) TTHMs [Total Trihalomethanes]. Some people who drink water 
containing trihalomethanes in excess of the MCL over many years may 
experience problems with their liver, kidneys, or central nervous systems, 
and may have an increased risk of getting cancer. About Maximum Contaminate Levels (MCLs) 

MCLs are set at very stringent levels. To understand the possible 

b As y o u  can see b y  the table, our system had no violations. 
We’re proud that your drinking water meets or exceeds all Fed- 
eral and State requirements. We have leamed through our moni- 
toring and testing that some constituents have been detected. 
The EPA has determined that your water IS SAFE at these lev- 
els. 4 

The dedicated staff at County-Wide Utility Company work around the 
clock to provide top quality water to every tap. We ask that all our cus- 
tomers help us protect our water sources, which are the heart o f  our 
community, our way of life and our  children’s future. 

health effects described f i r  many regulated contaminants, a per- 
son would have to drink 2 liters of water every day at the MCL level 
for a lifetime to have a one-in-a-million chance of having the de- 
scribed health effect. Some people may be more vulnerable to 
contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Im- 
muno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer under- 
going chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ trans- 
plants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, 
some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. 
These people should seek advice about drinking water from their 
health care providers. EPNCDC guidelines on appropriate means 
to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other micro- 
biological contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water 
Hotline (800426-4791). 


