BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In re:  Petition of Gulf Power Company

For Approval of a Standard Offer Contract

For Purchase of Firm Capacity and Energy

Docket No.:   050805-EI
From Renewable Energy Facilities or Small

Filed:  March 30, 2007

Qualifying Facilities and Approval of Tariff 
Schedule REF-1
___________________________________/

GULF POWER COMPANY’S PETITION FOR APPROVAL 

OF A NEW STANDARD OFFER FOR PURCHASE OF FIRM CAPACITY 

AND ENERGY FROM RENEWABLE ENERGY FACILITIES 

OR SMALL QUALIFYING FACILITIES AND APPROVAL OF 
TARIFF SCHEDULE REF-1

Gulf Power Company (“Gulf Power”, or “the Company”), pursuant to Section 366.91, Florida Statutes, and Rules 25-17.200-25-17.310, Florida Administrative Code, petitions the Florida Public Service Commission (“the Commission”) to approve a Standard Offer Contract for Purchase of Firm Capacity and Energy from Renewable Energy Facilities or Small Qualifying Facilities  (“Renewable Standard Offer Contract”).  As grounds therefore, the Company says:

1. The name, address, telephone number and facsimile number of the petitioner are:

Gulf Power Company

500 Bayfront Parkway

One Energy Place

Pensacola, Florida 32520-0780

(850) 444-6231

(850) 444-6026 (fax)

2.
Gulf Power is a public utility subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission under Chapter 366, Florida Statutes.


3.  
All notices, pleadings and correspondence required to be served on the Petitioner should be directed to:

Jeffrey A. Stone




Susan D. Ritenour

Russell A. Badders




Secretary and Treasurer

Steven R. Griffin




Gulf Power Company

Beggs & Lane





One Energy Place

P.O. Box 12950




Pensacola, Florida 32520-0780

Pensacola, Florida 32591



(850) 444-6231
(850) 432-2451




(850) 444-6026 (fax)

4.
On February 22, 2007, the Commission adopted amendments to Rule 25-17.0832, F.A.C. and new Rules 25-17.200 - 25-17.310, F.A.C., relating to renewable generating facilities.  The new rules require, inter alia, that each investor-owned utility file with the Commission, by April 1 of each year, a standard offer contract or contracts for the purchase of firm capacity and energy from renewable generating facilities and small qualifying facilities with a design capacity of 100 kW or less.  
5.
The Renewable Standard Offer Contract and accompanying rate schedule REF-1 submitted herewith are consistent with all of the Commission’s rules governing standard offers and tariffs including Rules 25-17.200 - 25-17.310, F.A.C..

6.
Gulf Power has designated a 600 MW combined cycle generating facility as the appropriate unit to serve as its avoided unit for use in connection with its Renewable Standard Offer.

7.
According to Rule 25-17.290, F.A.C., “[a]n investor-owned utility shall not impose any imputed debt equivalent adjustments (equity adjustments) to reduce the avoided costs paid to a renewable generating facility unless the utility has demonstrated the need for the adjustment and obtained the prior approval of the Commission.”  Gulf Power continues to believe equity adjustments are necessary and appropriate in some instances.  Gulf Power is not seeking approval of an equity adjustment at this time.  In the event that Gulf Power determines an equity adjustment is necessary in the future, Gulf will return to the Commission for approval pursuant to Rule 25-17.290.  
8.
Attached hereto is composite Exhibit “A” containing Gulf Power’s Renewable Standard Offer Contract and rate schedule REF-1, tariff sheets 9.81 through 9.114.  Also included in composite Exhibit “A” is revised tariff sheet 9.1, entitled “Index to Schedules.”  Sheet 9.1 has been revised to account for the addition of tariff sheets 9.81 through 9.114 and reservation of sheets 9.47-9.80.  
9.
Gulf Power’s existing Standard Offer Contract and tariff will expire upon the filing of the attached tariff in accordance with Order No. PSC-07-0196-PAA-EQ and the existing tariff sheets 9.47 through 9.80 will be marked as “Reserved for Future Use.”  
10.
Gulf Power is not aware of any disputed issues of material fact relative to the subject matter of this petition.

WHEREFORE, Gulf Power respectfully requests that the Commission grant this Petition for Approval of its Renewable Standard Offer Contract and REF-1 tariff as reflected in the tariff sheets contained in Exhibit “A”.



DATED this 30th day of March, 2007.

JEFFREY A. STONE








Florida Bar No.:  325953








RUSSELL A. BADDERS








Florida Bar No.:  007455








STEVEN R. GRIFFIN








Florida Bar No.:  0627569








Beggs & Lane








P.O. Box 12950








Pensacola, Florida 32591








(850) 432-2451








Attorneys for Gulf Power Company
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