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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

	In re: Implementation of Florida lifeline program involving bundled service packages and placement of additional enrollment requirements on customers.
	DOCKET NO. 080234-TP

ORDER NO. 

ISSUED: 


COMMISSION STAFF’S PREHEARING STATEMENT

Pursuant to Order No. PSC-08-0594-PCO-TP, issued September 15, 2008, and Order No. PSC-08-0834-PCO-TP, issued December 24, 2008, the Staff of the Florida Public Service Commission files its Prehearing Statement.

a.
All Known Witnesses

Issues

Robert J. Casey

1,2,3,4
b.
All Known Exhibits
RJC-1
Verizon Florida LLC, General Services Tariff, 14th Revised Page 11.0.2 
Sponsor:  Robert J. Casey
RJC-2
November 30, 2000, Letter from Ms. Michelle Robinson, Verizon Director-Regulatory Affairs to Mr. Walter D’Haeseleer, PSC Director of Competitive Services

Sponsor:  Robert J. Casey 

c.
Staff's Statement of Basic Position
Staff has no position at this time.  Staff's final positions will be based upon all the evidence in the record.
Testifying Staff Position
It is in the best interest of Florida for this Commission to require all eligible telecommunications carriers to apply the lifeline discount to bundled service offerings which include functionality that is comparable to that described at  47 CFR 54.101(a)(1)-(9) or Section 364.02(1), Florida Statutes. 
d.
Staff's Position on the Issues
ISSUE 1:
Under applicable law, may the Commission require Florida ETCs that charge federal End User Common Line charges, or equivalent federal charges, to apply the lifeline discount to bundled service offerings which include functionality that is comparable to that described at 47 CFR 54.101(a)(1)-(9) or Section 364.02(1), Florida Statutes? 
STAFF:
Staff has no position at this time.
STAFF WITNESS’ POSITION:
Yes.  The Commission can require Florida ETCs that charge federal End User Common Line charges, or equivalent federal charges, to apply the lifeline discount to bundled service offerings which include functionality that is comparable to that described at 47 CFR 54.101(a)(1)-(9) or Section 364.02(1), Florida Statutes.
ISSUE 2:
Under applicable law, may the Commission require Florida ETCs that do not charge federal End User Common Line charges, or equivalent federal charges, to apply the lifeline discount to bundled service offerings which include functionality that is comparable to that described at 47 CFR 54.101(a)(1)-(9) or Section 364.02(1), Florida Statutes?
STAFF:
Staff has no position at this time.
STAFF WITNESS’ POSITION:
Yes.  The Commission can require Florida ETCs that do not charge federal End User Common Line charges, or equivalent federal charges, to apply the lifeline discount to bundled service offerings which include functionality that is comparable to that described at 47 CFR 54.101(a)(1)-(9) or Section 364.02(1), Florida Statutes.



ISSUE 3:
Should the Commission require each Florida ETC that charges federal End User Common Line charges, or equivalent federal charges, to apply the lifeline discount to its bundled services which include functionality that is comparable to that described at 47 CFR 54.101(a)(1)-(9) or Section 364.02(1), Florida Statutes?
STAFF:
Staff has no position at this time.

STAFF WITNESS’ POSITION:
Yes.  Denying or limiting Lifeline benefits on bundled service offerings to eligible Lifeline consumers has created a barrier to Lifeline enrollment in Florida.  Requiring each Florida ETC that charges federal End User Common Line charges, or equivalent federal charges, to apply the lifeline discount to its bundled services which include functionality that is comparable to that described at 47 CFR 54.101(a)(1)-(9) or Section 364.02(1), Florida Statutes, is in the public interest and will further the goals of the universal service program.
ISSUE 4:
Should the Commission require each Florida ETC that does not charge federal End User Common Line charges, or equivalent federal charges,  to apply the lifeline discount to its bundled services which include functionality that is comparable to that described at 47 CFR 54.101(a)(1)-(9) or Section 364.02(1), Florida Statutes?
STAFF:
Staff has no position at this time.
STAFF WITNESS’ POSITION:
Yes.  Denying or limiting Lifeline benefits on bundled service offerings to eligible Lifeline consumers has created a barrier to Lifeline enrollment in Florida.  Requiring each Florida ETC that does not charge federal End User Common Line charges, or equivalent federal charges, to apply the lifeline discount to its bundled services which include functionality that is comparable to that described at 47 CFR 54.101(a)(1)-(9) or Section 364.02(1), Florida Statutes, is in the public interest and will further the goals of the universal service program.
e.
Stipulations

None.

f.
Pending Motions

None.
g.
Pending Confidentiality Claims or Requests

None.
h.
Objections to Witness Qualifications as an Expert
None. 
i.
Compliance with Order No. PSC-08-0594-PCO-TP and Order No. PSC-08-0834-PCO-TP

Staff has complied with all requirements of the Orders Establishing and Modifying Procedure entered in this docket.


Respectfully submitted this 27th day of January, 2009.
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CHARLES W. MURPHY






Staff Counsel
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


I HEREBY CERTIFY that the original and five correct copies of COMMISSION STAFF'S PREHEARING STATEMENT have been filed with Office of Commission Clerk and one copy has been furnished to the following by U. S. mail this 27th day of January, 2009:
	Dulaney L. O’Roark III

Verizon Florida LLC

P. O. Box 110, 37th Floor

MC FLTC0007

Tampa, Florida 33601-0110
	Marsha E. Rule

Rutledge Law Firm

P. O. Box 551

Tallahassee, Florida 32302-0551

	Denise Collins

Alltel Communications, LLC

1410 Market Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32312

Douglas C. Nelson

Regulatory Counsel

Sprint-Nextel

233 Peachtree St. N.E., Suite 2200

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Charlie Beck

Deputy Public Counsel

c/o The Florida Legislature

111 West Madison Street, Room 812

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1400


	Stephen Rowell

Alltell Communications, LLC

1 Allied Drive

Little Rock, Arkansas 72202

J.R. Kelly/Patricia Christensen

Office of Public Counsel

c/o The Florida Legislature

111 W. Madison Street, Room 812

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1400

Demetria Clark

Verizon Florida LLC

106 East College Avenue, Suite 710

Tallahassee, Florida 32301-7721
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