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PROCEEDTINGS

CHAl RVAN BRI SE:  Good morning. If you would
join us for the invocation and pledge, which will be led
by Commissioner Graham.

(Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance
observed.)

Thank you, Commissioner Graham. And we're
going to go ahead and call this meeting to order.

Mr. Executive Director.

MR BAEZ: Mr. Chairman, thank you.

Commissioners, if we can depart from, go off
script for, for a moment, I had a point of personal
privilege and wanted to remind you all that today is the
last agenda for the Commission's gray eminence, Chuck
Hill. I wanted to put that all on your radar. This is
the last time we're going to see him here. It took a
lot to get him here. And I won't say much more at this
point because the record is rolling. I just wanted to
let you know.

CHAI RVAN BRI SE: A1l right. Thank you. And I
think some of us may have a couple of things that we may
want to say.

Just I want to thank you for your service --
it's about as long as I've been alive -- to this

Commission. (Laughter.) So, so the state is indebted
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to you and this Commission is truly indebted to you.

But in all, all seriousness, I have definitely
appreciated your service as, as one who came in a few
years ago. You have always served with distinction and
provided clear guidance when, when sought, and, you
know, even though we may have disagreed a few times here
and there. But your demeanor has always been
appropriate and, and, and you are genuinely a gentleman,
and we certainly appreciate that.

MR H LL: Thank you.

CHAl RVAN BRI SE: Commissioner Brown.

COW SSI ONER BROMWN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
And those are excellent words for Chuck.

And I also want to thank you for your many,
many, many years of service to the agency and for your
institutional knowledge, which is going to be greatly
missed here. You are one of those indispensable
employees here.

And also on a personal note, I want to thank
you when you welcomed me right away to the agency and
really you were willing to do pretty much anything I
asked, which isn't that much, but, but you -- I really
appreciate all of your help along the way. You're just
one of those employees that really helped me get

adjusted to the agency. So thank you. 1I'll miss you a
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lot.

MR H LL: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN BRI SE: Commissioner Balbis.

COW SSI ONER BALBI'S:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I too want to thank Chuck for his service. I
know when I first came to this agency there was a lot of
drinking from a fire hose, as I like to call it, and it
seemed that every question that I had from staff, et
cetera, that you were instrumental in getting that
information to me. And I felt that the old saying, pay
attention -- "Don't pay attention to the man behind the
curtain," I realize that you were the man behind the
curtain making sure that everything ran well. So I
appreciate your dedication and your service to the
state, and I wish you the best of luck in your future
endeavors.

COW SSI ONER GRAHAM  Commissioner Graham.

CHAIl RVAN GRAHAM  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chuck, we're going to miss you. I tell you,
coming here three and a half years ago when the Chairman
and I first got here, it was a lot to take in at one
time. There was a lot of, lot of things going on at one
time. And then for me to get thrown into the Chairman's
position right away was a lot to deal with, and you were

the go-to guy for me. You, you were the stabilization
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that I needed to continue moving forward. And you and I

have had this conversation before; I appreciate you and
we're definitely going to miss you.

MR H LL: Thank you.

CHAl RVAN BRI SE: Commissioner Edgar.

COW SSI ONER EDGAR: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chuck has been here even longer than me --
(laughter) -- always ever present. And this has been
said, but I want to go ahead and say it as well, that if
you don't know who to go to, you went to Chuck and it
would get handled and it would get handled appropriately
and correctly and thoroughly; a wonderful skill set to
have, and one that I know we all have come to depend on.

And Chuck is always there in the background,
although we have not seen as much of you these last few
months, I don't think. But also I thank you. You've
been willing to step in at different times when we were
having some changes in management and when things were
in flux and you were always willing to step in. And no
matter what was going on, you always had the best
interest of the agency such that the agency could do the
job that it needs to do on behalf of the state. And
that also is a perfect example of public service.

One other point is that, although I'm not sure

what we will do without you and without your experience
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and knowledge, the fact that you have mentored so many
and made it a priority to make sure that we were best
situated as you moved on to the next phase is also very
telling, and I thank you for that. So, Chuck, thank you
for your service. Keep in touch.

MR HLL: I will. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN BRI SE:  2l1l right. Well, thank you,
Commissioners.

Chuck, we definitely, as you see, are greatly
appreciative. And I know you don't like to talk much,
but now we'll give you the opportunity to say what you
like.

MR H LL: Thank you. And, no, I don't like
to talk much.

Thank you for the kind words. I appreciate
it. And please know that I could not be as responsive
as I was without staff. Thank you all very much.

CHAl RVAN BRI SE: A1l right. Thank you.

Okay. Now we're going to go ahead and begin
our agenda for the day.

I'm going to say that Items 2, 3, 4, and
11 will be taken out of order, and we're going to go
ahead and move to Item Number 1, which is our consent
agenda. We'll take a motion for that.

Commissioner Edgar.
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COW SSI ONER EDGAR: Move approval on Item 1.

CHAl RVAN BRI SE:  0Okay. It's been moved and
All in favor, say aye.

(Vote taken.)

All right. Thank you.

(Agenda item concluded.)
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