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  1                    P R O C E E D I N G S

  2             THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  We have to take up

  3        Item No. 25, which is a panel.  So, I will let

  4        Commissioner Edgar walk us through that one.

  5             COMMISSIONER EDGAR:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

  6             It's a panel with me, Commissioner Brown, and

  7        Commissioner Patronis.  I'll ask staff to introduce

  8        the item.

  9             MR. BROWN:  Yes, ma'am.  Good morning,

 10        Commissioners.  Todd Brown, Commission staff.

 11             Item 25 is staff's recommendation addressing a

 12        WMSI request for an extension of time to complete

 13        proforma plant projects previously approved by this

 14        Commission.

 15             Staff is recommending that WMSI's deadline to

 16        complete proforma plant projects be extended

 17        through December 31st, 2015.  Staff is also

 18        recommending that the utility be required to submit

 19        support documentation within 60 days of the plant

 20        receiving its DEP letter of clearance.

 21             The utility and the Office of Public Counsel

 22        are in attendance.

 23             And staff is available for any questions that

 24        you may have.

 25             COMMISSIONER EDGAR:  Commissioners, any
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  1        questions on this item?

  2             Commissioner Brown.

  3             COMMISSIONER BROWN:  Thank you, Madam Chair.

  4             I do have a question about this.  This is a

  5        long, long, long case.  It's been going on for a

  6        while.  Staff -- very long time.

  7             The staff recommendation encourages WMSI to

  8        move expeditiously with the construction plan and

  9        that it states in the construction plan that it

 10        anticipates transferring the water storage

 11        facil- -- water storage and facilities in

 12        October 2015, which, of course, I think the

 13        construction ends a couple of -- a month or two

 14        earlier, prior to that -- yeah, a month before that

 15        and all improvements are tested.

 16             How long -- is the reason why you're

 17        recommending through December 31st because it's

 18        anticipated that it's going to take that long to

 19        complete that?

 20             MR. BROWN:  I think it was staff's intention

 21        to give them a little extra time in case they ran

 22        into unforeseen delays, whether they be weather-

 23        related or not.  I don't know if engineering has

 24        any --

 25             COMMISSIONER BROWN:  And I know Public Counsel
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  1        was an interested party --

  2             MR. BROWN:  Yes, ma'am.

  3             COMMISSIONER BROWN:  -- during the rate

  4        proceeding.  Have you heard from Public Counsel if

  5        they are comfortable with that timeframe?

  6             MS. BARRERA:  Yes, your -- Commissioner.  They

  7        have represented that they have no comments today.

  8             COMMISSIONER BROWN:  Okay.

  9             MS. BARRERA:  So --

 10             COMMISSIONER BROWN:  Again, this is a case

 11        that's been going on a long, long time.  It's

 12        been -- it was a controversial case.  So, I would

 13        definitely encourage the utility to move

 14        expeditiously in the construction plan.  And I know

 15        that they secured their loan in March.  So, I know

 16        they are probably already working on that.

 17             With that, I would move, Madam Chair, for

 18        approval.

 19             COMMISSIONER EDGAR:  Any further questions?

 20        No questions.  Okay.

 21             And I was on the case during the last rate

 22        case hearing.  And I do believe that this item is

 23        consistent with the discussion at hearing and the

 24        discussion that we had at the bench at the time.

 25             So, with that, all in favor of approval, say
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  1        aye.

  2             (Chorus of ayes.)

  3             COMMISSIONER EDGAR:  Any opposed?

  4             (No response.)

  5             COMMISSIONER EDGAR:  Show it adopted.  Thank

  6        you.

  7             (Agenda item concluded.)
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