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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
 

In re: Petition for rate increase by Florida 
Power & Light Company 
 
In re: Petition for approval of 2016-2018 storm 
hardening plan, by Florida Power & Light 
Company 
 
In re: 2016 depreciation and dismantlement 
study by Florida Power & Light Company 
 
In re: Petition for limited proceeding to modify 
and continue incentive mechanism by Florida 
Power & Light Company 
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JOINT RESPONSE IN OPPOSITION TO AARP’S REQUEST 

 TO EXTEND HEARING DATE ON SETTLEMENT 
 

Florida Power & Light Company (“FPL”), Office of Public Counsel, South Florida 

Hospital and Healthcare Association, and Florida Retail Federation (collectively, the Signatories) 

hereby respond in opposition to the request filed on October 13, 2016 by the AARP to extend the 

October 27, 2016 settlement hearing date by two weeks (the “AARP Extension Request”).   

The Signatories executed a proposed Stipulation and Settlement of the above dockets on 

October 6, 2016 (the “Proposed Settlement Agreement”) and on that same date filed a joint 

motion for its approval.  On October 12, 2016, the Commission issued Order No. PSC-16-0456-

PCO-EI, which established a schedule for the Commission to consider the Proposed Settlement 

Agreement.  The settlement hearing is set for October 27, 2016, a date that has been set aside on 

the Commission’s calendar in the above dockets for months.  On October 13, 2016, the AARP 

filed what is styled as “AARP’s Objection to Non-Unanimous Stipulation and Request to Extend 

Hearing Date on Settlement,” which asks the Commission to delay the October 27 hearing by 

two weeks because the AARP (i) contends that it needs more time to prepare for the hearing; and 
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(ii) asserts that John Coffman, one of the AARP attorneys in this proceeding, has a schedule 

conflict on October 27.   

The Signatories oppose AARP’s requested schedule extension because it is impractical, 

not reasonable and is unnecessary.    The currently scheduled October 27 hearing date provides 

adequate time for the Commission to make a timely decision on the Proposed Settlement 

Agreement, but the AARP’s requested two-week delay would jeopardize that timetable.  It is in 

no one’s interest to delay the settlement hearing such that FPL might have to put the higher rates 

filed with its rate petition into effect on January 1, 2017 subject to refund.    

  The AARP has been a party to this proceeding since May 4, 2016.  See Order No. PSC-

16-0180-PCO-EI.   October 27, 2016 was set aside for the Commission to make important 

decisions with respect to FPL’s rate petition, so the AARP has been aware for months of the 

importance of that date to the proceeding.  Finding another, mutually acceptable date could be 

difficult and time-consuming.  

Finally, the AARP’s requested delay is unnecessary.    FPL has already filed its direct 

testimony in support of the Proposed Settlement Agreement, and there are only four witnesses 

with a total of 33 pages of testimony and attached exhibits.  Order No. PSC-16-0456-PCO-EI 

gives parties opposing the Proposed Settlement Agreement an opportunity to conduct discovery 

concerning the Proposed Settlement Agreement and supporting testimony until October 25, 

2016, with responses due after only two calendar days.  Opposing parties have the option on 

October 21, 2016 of either prefiling testimony for any witnesses they want to present or simply 

identifying the names of their witnesses and the general topics to be covered.  Especially given 

the right to present oral testimony, under the circumstances of this case AARP should be able to 

adequately prepare and present its case at the October 27 hearing.    
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Moreover, in addition to Mr. Coffman, the AARP is represented in this proceeding by its 

Advocacy Manager, Jack McRay.  See Petition to Intervene of AARP, dated April 25, 2016. No 

claim of scheduling conflict was made regarding the latter AARP representative.  Thus 

scheduling issues associated with Mr. Coffman’s calendar do not preclude Mr. McRay from 

participating in the October 27 hearing on the AARP’s behalf.     

Given these circumstances, there is no reason why the AARP or any other party cannot 

prepare adequately for the October 27 settlement hearing on this basis.  Consequently, the 

Signatories respectfully oppose the AARP’s request that the settlement hearing be delayed for 

two weeks.  The settlement hearing should proceed on October 27, 2016 as scheduled. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

R. Wade Litchfield, Vice President and   
General Counsel  
John T. Butler, Assistant General Counsel-
Regulatory  
Maria J. Moncada, Senior Attorney  
700 Universe Boulevard 
Juno Beach, Florida 33408-0420 
Attorneys for Florida Power & Light 

Company 

 
By:    s/ John T. Butler                    

John T. Butler  
 

J. R. Kelly, Public Counsel  
Charles J. Rehwinkel 
Patricia A. Christensen 
Erik Sayler 
Office of Public Counsel 
c/o The Florida Legislature 
111 West Madison Street, Room 812 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1400  
Attorneys for the Citizens 

of the State of Florida 

 
By:   s/ Charles J. Rehwinkel                         

Charles J. Rehwinkel  
 

Mark F. Sundback 
Kenneth L. Wiseman 
Andrews Kurth LLP 
1350 I Street NW, Suite 1100 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Attorneys for South Florida Hospital 

and Healthcare Association 

 
By:   s/ Mark F. Sundback                       

Mark F. Sundback  
 

Robert Scheffel Wright 
John T. Lavia, III 
Gardner, Bist, Bowden, Bush, Dee, LaVia & 
Wright, P.A. 
1300 Thomaswood Drive 
Tallahassee, FL  32308 
Attorneys for the Florida Retail Federation 
 
By:   s/ Robert Scheffel Wright                          

Robert Scheffel Wright  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
160021-EI, 160061-EI, 160062-EI and 160088-EI 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been furnished 

by electronic mail this 17th day of October 2016 to the following parties: 

Suzanne Brownless 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard  
Tallahassee, FL  32399-1400 
sbrownle@psc.state.fl.us  
Office of the General Counsel  
Florida Public Service Commission  

J. R. Kelly, Public Counsel  
Patricia A. Christensen, Lead Counsel 
Charles J. Rehwinkel 
Erik Sayler 
Tricia Merchant 
Stephanie Morse 
Office of Public Counsel 
c/o The Florida Legislature 
111 West Madison Street, Room 812 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1400  
Kelly.jr@leg.state.fl.us 
Christensen.Patty@leg.state.fl.us 
Rehwinkel.Charles@leg.state.fl.us 
sayler.erik@leg.state.fl.us 
merchant.tricia@leg.state.fl.us 
morse.stephanie@leg.state.fl.us 
Attorneys for the Citizens 
of the State of Florida 
 

Jon C. Moyle, Jr. 
Karen A. Putnal 
Moyle Law Firm, PA  
118 North Gadsden Street  
Tallahassee, FL 32301  
jmoyle@moylelaw.com 
kputnal@moylelaw.com 
Attorneys for Florida Industrial 
Power Users Group 
 Stephanie U. Roberts 

Spilman Thomas & Battle, PLLC 
110 Oakwood Drive, Suite 500 
Winston-Salem, NC 27103 
sroberts@spilmanlaw.com 
 
Derrick P. Williamson 
Spilman Thomas & Battle, PLLC 
1100 Bent Creek Boulevard, Suite 101 
Mechanicsburg, PA  17050 
dwilliamson@spilmanlaw.com 
Attorneys for Wal-Mart Stores East, LP and 
Sam’s East, Inc. (Walmart) 
 

Kenneth L. Wiseman 
Mark F. Sundback 
William M. Rappolt 
Kevin C. Siqveland 
Andrews Kurth LLP 
1350 I Street NW, Suite 1100 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
kwiseman@andrewskurth.com 
msundback@andrewskurth.com 
wrappolt@andrewskurth.com 
ksiqveland@andrewskurth.com 
Attorneys for South Florida Hospital 
and Healthcare Association 
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Federal Executive Agencies  
Thomas A. Jernigan  
AFCEC/JA-ULFSC  
139 Barnes Drive, Suite 1  
Tyndall Air Force Base, FL 32403  
Thomas.Jernigan.3@us.af.mil 
Attorney for the Federal Executive 
Agencies 

Jack McRay, Advocacy Manager  
AARP Florida  
200 W. College Ave., #304  
Tallahassee, FL 32301  
jmcray@aarp.org 
 
John B. Coffman  
John B. Coffman, LLC  
871 Tuxedo Blvd.  
St. Louis, MO 63119-2044  
john@johncoffman.net 
Attorney for AARP 
 

Robert Scheffel Wright 
John T. Lavia, III 
Gardner, Bist, Bowden, Bush, Dee, LaVia 
& Wright, P.A. 
1300 Thomaswood Drive 
Tallahassee, FL  32308 
schef@gbwlegal.com 
jlavia@gbwlegal.com 
Attorneys for the Florida Retail 
Federation 

Diana A. Csank  
Staff Attorney  
Sierra Club 
50 F St. NW, 8th Floor  
Washington, DC 20001 
diana.csank@sierraclub.org 
josh.stebbins@sierraclub.org 
Attorney for Sierra Club 

Nathan A. Skop, Esq. 
420 NW 50th Blvd. 
Gainesville, FL  32607 
n_skop@hotmail.com 
Attorney for Daniel R. Larson and 
Alexandria Larson 

 

 
 By:    s/ John Butler   

  John Butler   
    

 




