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1 PROCEEDI NGS

2 CHAI RVAN CLARK: Moving to Item No. 11.

3 MR, FUTRELL: Item 11 is staff's

4 recommendati on on The Whods Utility Conpany's

5 request for a six-nonth extension of tinme to conply

6 with the reporting requirenents of the order which

7 resulted fromits nost recent staff assisted rate

8 case.

9 In its March 3rd, 2020, Conm ssion Conference,
10 the Commi ssion found the quality of the utility's
11 service to be unsatisfactory, and the utility was
12 ordered to file status reports every six nonths.

13 On July 24th, 2020, the utility filed its request
14 for the six-nonth extension due to the inpacts of
15 Covl D- 19.

16 The utility has received permssion fromthe
17 DEP to delay activities to reduce in-person

18 contact. Staff is also recommending that it be

19 given admnistrative authority to grant one

20 addi ti onal extension if good cause is shown.

21 The O fice of Public Counsel would like to

22 address the Conmm ssion, and a representative of the
23 conpany is available. Staff is available for

24 guesti ons.

25 CHAl RVAN CLARK: Thank you.
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1 Ms. Morse, are you avail abl e?
2 M5. MORSE: Yes. Yes, | am
3 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  You are recogni zed.
4 M5. MORSE: kay. Thank you.
5 Good norning, M. Chairnman and Conmi ssioners.
6 St ephanie Morse with the Ofice of Public Counsel.
7 And thank you for this opportunity to speak for the
8 cust oners.
9 Very briefly, OPC does not object to staff's
10 recommendation to allow this one six-nonth
11 extension of time for the utility to submt its
12 first status report and action plan on | ead and
13 copper exceedances; however, the recommendati on
14 al so proposes staff should be given admnistrative
15 authority to, in the future, grant one additional
16 time extension if good cause is shown. OPC
17 requests clarification on whether staff proposes to
18 grant any additional extension w thout bringing the
19 i ssue to the Commission for a vote.
20 W note that an additional extension nmay del ay
21 subm ssion of the required status report and action
22 pl an a year beyond the date ordered by the
23 Comm ssion in its March 25, 2020, PAA order. If
24 that's what is contenpl ated, OPC objects and asks
25 that each and every tinme an extension is
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1 considered, it should require direct action from
2 t he Conm ssion at an Agenda heari ng.
3 Due to the well established and irreversible
4 damage | ead exceedances can cause to human health
5 and devel opnent, OPC objects to any
6 pre-authorization for staff to unilaterally provide
7 adm ni strative extensions in this case w thout a
8 concurrent public hearing and vote by the
9 Conmi ssi oner s.
10 Thank you.
11 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  Thank you, Ms. Mbrse.
12 M. Futrell, would you address that?
13 MR, FUTRELL: | would like to see if M.
14 Phillips or M. Ellis of the Engineering D vision
15 woul d address that question.
16 MR. PHLLIPS: | don't want to say anything |
17 amnot sure of, soif Phillip Ellis is available, I
18 will let himanswer. | amnot positive on the
19 answer .
20 MR ELLIS: This is Phillip Ellis with staff.
21 My under st andi ng of our request for
22 adm nistrative -- one additional adm nistrative
23 extension was in case of a continuation of a
24 pandem c or other itens that would prevent the
25 utility fromdoing in-person neetings, or other
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1 neetings of that sort, or collecting sanples.
2 My understanding per the utility is they have
3 protocols to collect sanples, and are continuing to
4 collect sanples at this tinme, but that was the
5 I ntention behind that.
6 MR, BALLINGER: This is TomBallinger. Can
7 speak too, Comm ssioner?
8 CHAI RVAN CLARK:  You may.
9 MR. BALLI NGER: Thank you.
10 Real ly, the extension is -- remenber, this
11 requi rement that they are doing is the result of
12 DEP, a consent order there to have ot her testing.
13 Since DEP has allowed for this extension, staff
14 thought it appropriate to do so.
15 Qur adm nistrative approval is really to just
16 followthat. |f DEP again |ooks at the ongoing
17 pandem ¢ and deci des that another extension is
18 necessary, staff would go along with it. That's
19 really the purpose of it. But we are fine if you
20 want us to conme back entitled again. That's okay
21 t 0o.
22 CHAI RVAN CLARK: So the question before us is
23 do we nodify the recommendation to require, at the
24 si x-nont h extension, they cone back to the
25 Comm ssi on for approval ?
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1 | got a lot of nods fromstaff that that's
2 fine wth them There is no real objection there,
3 so we would incorporate that into the staff's
4 recommendat i on and make that change.
S Conmmi ssi oner Pol mann.
6 COMM SSI ONER POLMANN: M. Chairman, | don't
7 see a particular need -- although, | appreciate OPC
8 raising the issue, | don't see a particular need
9 for staff to bring this back based on M.
10 Bal | i nger's remarKk.
11 If the intent of staff was to foll ow gui dance
12 and the requirenments of DEP, | would clarify the
13 authority that we are granting to staff
14 adm nistratively that if their action to grant an
15 extension to the utility is based on the
16 requi renments, or the latitude provided to the
17 utility by DEP, that -- that we should provide
18 adm ni strative authority on that basis. If there
19 is an -- if there is a separate reason that the
20 utility requests an extension, that that woul d be a
21 rationale for staff to come back to us. But if
22 they are follow ng gui dance from DEP, or the
23 requi rements of DEP to place on -- on the utility,
24 I don't think the Comm ssion needs to be burdened
25 by that.
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1 That's ny suggestion, M. Chairmn.
2 CHAI RVAN CLARK: Thank you, Conm ssioner
3 Pol mann.
4 Conmi ssi oner G aham
5 COMM SSI ONER GRAHAM | agree with M. Pol mann
6 100 percent.
7 CHAI RMAN CLARK: G eat.
8 O her comments from Conm ssi oners?
9 | will entertain a notion.
10 COW SSI ONER GRAHAM M. Chairnman, | nove
11 staff recommendation on all issues.
12 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  As witten?
13 COMW SSI ONER GRAHAM  As written.
14 CHAI RMAN CLARK: Do | have a second?
15 | have a second.
16 Any di scussi on?
17 Any questions?
18 On the notion, all in favor say aye.
19 (Chorus of ayes.)
20 CHAI RVAN CLARK: (Opposed?
21 (No response.)
22 CHAI RMAN CLARK: Mbtion carries.
23 Thank you very nuch.
24 (Agenda i tem concl uded.)
25
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