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Adam J. Teitzman
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Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd.
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850

Re:  Docket No. 20210015-EI - Petition for rate increase by Florida Power Light &
Company.

Dear Mr. Teitzman,

On behalf of Intervenor League of United Latin American Citizens of Florida, I have
enclosed the testimony of Johannes Werner. Please file these documents in Docket No.
20210015-EIL Please contact me if there are any questions regarding this filing.

/s/ Bradley Marshall
Bradley Marshall (FL Bar No. 0098008)
bmarshall@earthjustice.org

Jordan Luebkemann (FL Bar No. 1015603)
jluebkemann(@earthjustice.org

Earthjustice

111 S. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Tallahassee, Florida 32301

(850) 681-0031
(850) 681-0020 (facsimile)

Christina I. Reichert (FL Bar No. 0114257)
Earthjustice

4500 Biscayne Blvd., Ste. 201

Miami, Florida 33137

(305) 440-5437

(850) 681-0020 (facsimile)

Counsel for League of
United Latin American Citizens of Florida
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robert.friedman.5@us.af.mil
arnold.braxton@us.af.mil
ebony.payton.ctr@us.af.mil
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R. Wade Litchfield

John T. Burnett

Russell Badders

Maria Jose Moncada

Ken Rubin

Joel T. baker

Florida Power & Light Co.
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Juno Beach, FL 33408-0420
wade.litchfield@fpl.com
john.t.burnett@fpl.com
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maria.moncada@fpl.com
ken.rubin@fpl.com
joel.baker@fpl.com

Biana Lherisson

Jennifer Crawford

Shaw Stiller

Suzanne Brownless

Florida Public Service Commission
Office of the General Counsel
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850
blheriss@psc.state.fl.us
jcrawfor@psc.state.fl.us
sstiller@psc.state.fl.us
sbrownle@psc.state.fl.us

Richard Gentry

Parry A. Christensen

Charles Rehwinkel

Anastacia Pirrello

Office of Public Counsel

c/o The Florida Legislature

111 W. Madison Street, Room 812
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1400
gentry.richard@leg.state.fl.us
christensen.patty@Ieg.state.fl.us
rehwinkel.charles@Ileg.state.fl.us
pirrello.anastacia@leg.state.fl.us

Jon C. Moyle, Jr.

Karen A. Putnal

Moyle Law Firm, P.A.
118 North Gadsden St.
Tallahassee, FL 32301
jmoyle@moylelaw.com
kputnal@moylelaw.com
mqualls@moylelaw.com

James W. Brew

Laura Wynn Baker

Joseph R. Briscar

Stone Mattheis Xenopoulos & Brew, PC
1025 Thomas Jefferson St., NW

Suite 800 West

Washington, D.C. 20007
jbrew@smxblaw.com
Iwb@smxblaw.com

jrb@smxblaw.com




Kenneth Hoffman

134 West Jefferson St.
Tallahassee, FL 32301-1713
ken.hoffman@fpl.com

George Cavros

120 E. Oakland Park Blvd., Suite 105
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334
george@cavros-law.com

William C. Garner

Law Office of William C. Garner, PLLC
The Cleo Institute Inc.

3425 Bannerman Road

Unit 105, #414

Tallahassee, FL 32312

Email: bgarner@wcglawoffice.com

Katie Chiles Ottenwellerl
Southeast Director

Vote Solar

838 Barton Woods Road
Atlanta, GA 30307

Email: katie@votesolar.org
Phone: 706.224.8107

Nathan A. Skop, Esq.

420 NW 50th Blvd.
Gainesville, FL 32607

Phone: (561) 222-7455
E-mail: n_skop@hotmail.com

Stephanie U. Eaton

Spilman Thomas & Battle, PLLC
111 Oakwood Dr., Suite 500
Winston-Salem, NC 27103
seaton@spilmanlaw.com

Barry A. Naum

Spilman Thomas & Battle, PLLC
110 Bent Creek Blvd., Suite 101
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050
bnaum@spilmanlaw.com

Robert Scheffel Wright
John T. LaVia, Il
1300 Thomaswood Dr.
Tallahassee, FL 32308
schef@gbwlegal.com
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DATED this 21st day of June, 2021.

/s/ Bradley Marshall
Attorney
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Q. Please state your name.

A. Johannes Werner.

Q. Where do you live?

A. 2239 Ixora Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34234.

Q. What organization are you a member of?

A. The League of United Latin American Citizens.

Q. How long have you been a member?

A. 1 am a founding member of the Sarasota chapter of LULAC, which we started in 2018.

Q. What is your source of income?

A. I am a small business owner.

Q. Are you a customer of FPL? If so, for how long?

A. Yes. | have been a customer since 1996.

Q. What do you think of FPL?

A. FPL is not responsive to customer and citizen needs. There are black outs, and the rates
are increasing too fast. FPL has not responded well to the needs prompted by climate change.
We have been unable to go solar at our home because regulations backed by FPL make it
more difficult to do so.

Q. How much does your FPL bill usually cost each month?

A. Compared to other people | know who pay even higher bills, I am lucky enough to pay a
monthly bill that ranges from $100 to $150, thanks to owning a well-built home.

Q. Based on information provided by FPL, the base rate for electricity is projected to
increase by about 20%. How would this rate increase impact you?

A. An increase of about 20% in the power bill would be painful for me. Yet, it would be even
more painful for many of the people LULAC represents: those who earn minimum wage, live

in badly insulated homes, and spend more than half their income on rent and utilities. But
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even for me personally, this rate increase would force me to cut back on my spending at a
moment when my business has already been down, adding another stressor to my financial
situation.

Q. As a Floridian, are you concerned about climate change?

A. Very much so. Florida is one of the most exposed states to climate change. We are
increasingly being hit with hurricanes, and hurricane season is becoming longer and more
unpredictable. 1 am also concerned about sea level rise and the resulting ground water
salination.

Q: Based on information provided by FPL, part of this rate increase will pay for new or
upgraded methane gas power plants. Do you believe this will have an impact on the
climate?

A. The rate increase requested by FPL pains me even more because FPL will use the added
revenue for construction of more natural-gas power plants. Gas already makes up more than
two-thirds of FPL’s energy mix; even ignoring its harmful greenhouse gas emissions for a
moment, that’s a lot of eggs in the same basket. But far more importantly, there is the
enormous challenge of climate change. By adding still more fossil-fuel power plants, FPL
bakes in more greenhouse gas emissions in the future and slows down an urgent transition to
renewables we should have begun more than two decades ago. This would negatively impact
my children’s and grandchildren’s lives. Under the current circumstances, | would oppose a
rate increase even if FPL were to use it for construction of solar farms. The Sunshine State
lags so far behind in the share of solar power in its energy mix, not because investor-owned
utilities are not building enough solar farms, but because they have been standing in the way
of solar on every roof and a battery at every home - the best option we have right now for a
rapid transition. At every turn, investor-owned utilities have used their influence to slow the

introduction of rooftop solar. Third-party solar providers have had to sue their way into the
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Florida market.

Q: How do you feel about contributing your own money to those projects, through your
FPL bill?

A. | feel very bad about that, as more carbon emissions will accelerate climate change. It’s
incredibly frustrating to know my money is being used against my will to directly undermine
the future of my kids and grandchildren.

Q. What is the mission of your organization?

A. The mission of LULAC is to advance the economic condition, educational attainment,
political influence, housing, health, and civil rights of the Hispanic population of the United
States.

Q. How is the purpose of your organization being served by participating in this
proceeding?

A. Part of LULAC’s mission is to “advance the economic condition ... of the Hispanic
population of the United States.” This case is a perfect example why organizations like
LULAC are needed: Someone must step up when the voices of the most affected people are
hard to hear. Another part of LULAC’s mission is to advance the civil rights of the Hispanic
population. The civil rights — the overall wellbeing of people and their meaningful
participation in the structural decisions that shape their lives — of future generations are at
stake here. This must weigh more in the decisions of the Public Service Commission than
guaranteeing profits for companies operating in a system that ties us to a failed past. My
main motivation to join LULAC was, and is, to give a voice to the voiceless. | belong to the
minority of foreigners who are eligible to enter the path to permanent residency and
eventually citizenship of the United States of America. | actually felt privileged while
waiting in line at the El Paso border crossing in 1992, collecting the last stamps on a pile of

application documents that took months to assemble; at that moment it dawned on me that
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there is no line for most of us. Since moving to Sarasota with my Mexican-born wife, we
have made friends with many immigrants who work two or three jobs, send a lot of their
income to family back home, and keep their heads down, while dreaming of starting their
own business and giving their children a better life. Most of these folks cannot afford to take
time off and do what | am doing here with the Public Service Commission. They are often
facing language barriers, and many are reluctant to speak up. That’s why it’s essential for

LULAC to participate to represent these interests.





