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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMVO:. All right. Are we
3 ready, everyone.
4 kay. (Good afternoon, everyone. Today is
5 August 21st, 2023. This prehearing is now call ed
6 to order.
7 Staff, can you please read the notice?
8 MR. SANDY: Pursuant to notice, this tinme and
9 pl ace has been set for prehearing conference in
10 Docket Nos. 20320023, 20220019 and 20220212,
11 regarding petition for a rate increase by Peopl es
12 Gas System Inc. The purpose of the prehearing is
13 set out nore fully in the notice.
14 COMM SSI ONER PASSIDOMO: All right. Thank
15 you, M. Sandy.
16 Bef ore we take appearances, | would like to
17 note for the record that FIPUG has been excused
18 fromthis prehearing. And with that, we will start
19 wi t h Peopl es.
20 MR. WAHLEN: Good afternoon, Conmm ssioners. |
21 am Jeff Wahlen of the Ausley McMill en Law Firm
22 P. 0. Box 391, Tall ahassee, Florida, 32301,
23 appearing on behal f of Peoples Gas System Inc.
24 Al so appearing with ne are Mal col m Means and
25 Virginia Ponder of the sane firm
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1 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO OPC.

2 M5. WESSLING Hi there. This is Ai Wssling

3 wth the Ofice of Public Counsel, also on behalf

4 of Walt Trierweiler, Charles Rehw nkel and Patricia

S Chri st ensen.

6 MR. SANDY: And this is Ryan Sandy on behal f

7 of the O fice of General Counsel for the Florida

8 Public Service Comm ssion. Wth ne is Mjor

9 Thonmpson, Esquire.

10 M5. HELTON:. And Mary Anne Helton is here as
11 your Advisor, along with your General Counsel,

12 Keith Hetri ck.

13 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Ckay. Thank you.

14 And so now we are going to nove into

15 prelimnary matters.

16 Just as a prelimnary matter on ny own, | just
17 want to take an opportunity to say -- to thank both
18 the parties and staff for all their cooperation as
19 we transition to the Case Center system W kind
20 of the guinea pig case for this system but | think
21 inthe end it's going to be -- add a lot nore

22 efficiency, and hopefully you all really appreciate
23 not having to carry about a thousand binders with
24 you every single time. So | knowit's been a | ot
25 of work going through sonme of the nocks and worki ng
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1 through it, so | just appreciate all of your
2 efforts so that we can kind of nove forward. This
3 has been a bi g endeavor for our CGeneral Counsel's
4 office, so | appreciate that.
5 So with that, staff, any other prelimnary
6 matters we need to address before we go forth?
7 MR. THOMPSON:. Thank you, Ms. Chair.
8 On August 14th, OPC filed a notion to provide
9 atime certain for OPC witness Garrett. Staff
10 recommends that this notion be taken up during
11 di scussion Section VI of the prehearing order
12 regardi ng the order of w tnesses.
13 Additionally, on August 18th, OPC filed a
14 notion and notice of intent to seek official
15 recognition. Staff recomends that this notion be
16 taken up in Section Xl of the prehearing order
17 regar di ng pendi ng notions.
18 COMW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Ckay. Thank you.
19 Do any of the parties have objections to
20 taking up OPC s witnesses at that tine?
21 MR, WAHLEN: No obj ecti on.
22 M5. WESSLI NG No obj ection.
23 COMWM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Ckay. Any ot her
24 prelimnary matters the parties wi sh to address?
25 MR, WAHLEN: | just wanted to note for the
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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1 record that this nmorning we email ed a docunent with
2 revi sed positions for Peoples Gas Systemto the
3 | awers for the parties. W were busy over the
4 weekend seeing if we could work a few things out,
5 and | think we have. W w il want to have those
6 reflected in the prehearing order before they cone
7 out, but we can tal k about that |ater.
8 We have copies of themover with the copy pile
9 i f anybody wants one.
10 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Ckay. Thank you, M.
11 Wahl en.
12 | think -- yeah, | appreciate you doing -- you
13 guys working through that, and I think we will get
14 to that when we go to the basic positions and we
15 wi Il address all of that at that tine. So, yeah,
16 that being said, let's start going through the
17 draft prehearing order now.
18 So | amgoing to identify the sections, and
19 then if the parties, please just speak up with any
20 corrections or changes that need to be nade. And
21 if I go--if | amnoving quickly, just flag ne
22 down and we will -- there is going to be sone that
23 | think will lead to nore discussion than others.
24 Al right. Let's start Section |, Case
25 Backgr ound.
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1 Section Il, Conduct of Proceedi ngs.
2 Section Ill, Jurisdiction.
3 Section IV, Procedure for Handling
4 Confidential Information.
5 So as | understand it, any of confidential --
6 because of, like | said, wwth the Case Center
7 system any confidential cross-exam nation exhibits
8 will still be handled as we regularly do, and any
9 that a party wants to offer, it's going to be put
10 i nto paper copies and red folders throughout the
11 course of the hearing, that's correct, staff,
12 right?
13 So any other matters related to confidenti al
14 information fromthe parties?
15 MR, REHW NKEL: Yes, Conm ssioner. There are
16 two pieces, as | understand it, of confidential
17 testinony that have been prefiled, M. Kollen's and
18 | believe --
19 MS. WESSLI NG Ms. Parsons.
20 MR, REHW NKEL: -- Ms. Parson's rebuttal. W
21 woul d ask, as has been done in the past -- | know
22 we are going to use Case Center and put the
23 testinony on the electronic view ng, but we would
24 ask that a conplete integrated copy of confidenti al
25 testinony be with the Conm ssioners so that they
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1 can see everything together.
2 It's cunbersone to have a redacted docunent
3 and then have sprinkled yellow pages and try to
4 read together. So traditionally, confidentia
5 testi nony has been each Comm ssioner has had a
6 conpl ete set.
7 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: R ght .
8 MR, REHW NKEL: W woul d just ask that that be
9 done as traditionally done.
10 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Staff, do you have
11 any conments on that?
12 MR, SANDY: That's the process that we had in
13 mnd as well, and we have no objection to it.
14 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: | appreciate that. |
15 think that sounds a | ot easier for the
16 Conmmi ssioners, so | think that my four coll eagues
17 will also appreciate that as well, so -- yeah, so
18 we will absolutely will continue that process that
19 we usual |y do.
20 Any ot her confidential infornmation as we nove
21 f orwar d?
22 Ckay. Al right. So noving to Section 1V,
23 Prefiled Testinony and Exhi bits.
24 MR, THOWMPSON: Staff suggests that the w tness
25 summaries of their testinony be no | onger than
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1 t hree m nutes.
2 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO:.  (Okay. The parties
3 are in agreenent with the three-m nute summari es?
4 M5. WESSLING Well -- and this is Ali
5 Wessling wwth OPC. W did have a request for M.
6 Garrett's testinony. Since he is both -- he is our
7 expert for both ROE and depreciation, and since the
8 conpany has separate w tnesses for each of those
9 subjects, we were hoping to have just -- if the
10 nunber is three mnutes, then we would ask to have
11 SsiXx mnutes for M. Garrett, so that he could
12 properly address both issues.
13 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Yeah. Do the parties
14 have any objection to that? | nean, that --
15 MR. WAHLEN: Peopl es doesn't object to that.
16 We are going to suggest that Peoples’
17 Wi t nesses that have filed direct and rebuttal, take
18 those up together. |If that's the case, we would
19 ask that a witness filing only one or the other of
20 direct or rebuttal get three mnutes, but a wtness
21 filing direct and rebuttal be given six.
22 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO:. Ckay. Al right.
23 mean, that sounds -- that's equivalent, right?
24 Yeah, that's fine with -- | nean, staff, do you
25 have any issues if we nove forward with that?
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1 MR, WAHLEN. And we don't object to Garrett

2 taki ng si x m nutes.

3 MR. SANDY: No, ma'am we don't have any

4 I ssues with that.

5 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO Ckay.

6 MR. REHW NKEL: | know three m nutes was

7 suggested. W would ask that M. Kollen be given

8 five mnutes to sumrari ze his testinony. And I

9 think five mnutes is an option that w tnesses

10 ought to have. W only have two witnesses in this
11 case, and we've spent a lot of time stipulating

12 such that | think we can take a bunch of w tnesses
13 out of this four-day hearing and narrow the tine.
14 So | don't think tinme is ultimately going to be an
15 I ssue.

16 We think it's inportant for the custoners, the
17 public who pays for the witnesses that are -- the
18 Publi ¢ Counsel puts on, that they have an adequate
19 anount of tinme to explain their testinony.

20 Traditionally, unfortunately, there is not a | ot of
21 cross-exam nation of witnesses anynore |ike there
22 used to be in the ol den days, which we don't have
23 to go back to, but | just think the public ought to
24 be able to see what they are paying for. And we

25 woul d just ask -- nmaybe the solution is to give
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11

1 each side an option to have one witness that they
2 want to have extra tine go to a mnutes and
3 everyone el se does three or six as it may be.
4 COW SSI ONER PASSIDOMO. | nean, | amnore --
5 it sounds like it's going to be a little nore
6 confusing. | amnore inclined to just say, if we
7 can bunp witness sunmary -- the w tness sunmaries
8 to five mnutes for all parties. | nean, that
9 seans -- that's reasonable, that's just an extra
10 two minutes.
11 MR, REHW NKEL: But | would want -- if they
12 are doing rebuttal and direct conbi ned, they should
13 have extra tine.
14 MR, WAHLEN:. | think we if we have direct and
15 rebuttal together, our wtnesses can do five
16 m nutes total.
17 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Sure.  Ckay.
18 MR. WAHLEN:. | think that will be fine.
19 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Ckay. Very good.
20 Al right. Wll, then that's fine with me. |
21 don't have any objection to that either.
22 MR, REHW NKEL: So to sinplify, if we just
23 gi ve everybody five m nutes.
24 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO:  Yeah, | think that's
25 -- there we go.
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1 MR. REHW NKEL: That's fine.
2 CHAI RVAN CLARK: | prefer that just to keep it
3 cl eaner, so -- all right. Good, we are going to
4 change that to five m nutes.
5 Ckay. So next let's see, we are going to talk
6 about denonstrative exhibits. So pursuant to the
7 CEP, if a party wishes to use a denonstrative
8 exhibit, or denonstrative tools at the hearing,
9 such materials nust be identified by the tinme of
10 t he preheari ng conference.
11 At this tinme, do any of the parties know if
12 they are going to be using any denonstrative tools?
13 MR. REHW NKEL: There is a little bit of a
14 glitch here related to Case Center.
15 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO Ckay.
16 MR. REHW NKEL: W have a exhibit that we are
17 going to use that's, size-w se, would be cunbersone
18 to cross. It's nonconfidential. W are going to
19 load it into the system and it will be there if
20 sonebody wants to try to scroll through it, but we
21 are going to have a paper copy because it will be
22 easier for the wtness, the Conm ssioners, the
23 parties, to follow along in paper. So it is kind
24 of a denonstrative --
25 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO.  Ckay. So it's not
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com

Premier Reporting

(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



13

1 technically a denonstrative exhibit --

2 MR, REHW NKEL: Correct.

3 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: -- you are just

4 gi ving a paper version of it?

5 MR, REHW NKEL: For conveni ence.

6 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Ckay. | nean, |

7 don't -- that's -- legally that's not any

8 different -- okay. So | don't think that counts

9 as --

10 M5. HELTON. | think it will be fine. And M.
11 Rehwi nkel had al ready nmentioned that to us | ast

12 week when we net, so | think everybody is good with
13 that. And | don't know that you have to call it a
14 denonstrative exhibit, per se. It's really just

15 for east of convenience.

16 MR. REHW NKEL: Correct. Yeah.

17 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Ckay. Al right.

18 Well, then -- yeah, if you are already -- the only
19 thing I was going to say was just coordinate with
20 staff and make sure that we are all -- we have

21 that --

22 MR, REHW NKEL: W had called it a

23 denonstrative |l ast week, and | just didn't want it
24 to get caught up that | have to give --

25 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: No. | appreciate the
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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1 clarification. It's better -- that's what this is
2 for. That's what we are doing here, so --
3 All right. So with that, any of the parties
4 any further issues regarding prefiled testinony or
5 exhi bits before we nove on?
6 Al right. So we will nove to Section VI
7 Order of Wtnesses.
8 MR, THOMPSON:. The draft prehearing order
9 reflects the proposed order of witnesses at the
10 hearing. This would be an appropriate tine to
11 address OPC s notion to provide a tine certain for
12 W tness Garrett.
13 COW SSI ONER PASSIDOMO:  Okay. So this is the
14 opportunity, OPC, if you would like to briefly
15 address the notion about your witness Garrett.
16 M5. WESSLING  Sure. So essentially, M.
17 Garrett, he is a witness in another matter in
18 anot her jurisdiction. And although, when they were
19 setting hearing dates and things in the other case,
20 they asked himto -- for any dates he was
21 unavai l abl e, and he explicitly stated this period
22 of time, but unfortunately, they scheduled himto
23 testify on August 31st anyway. So we were j ust
24 hoping to be able to schedule a tine for himto
25 testify during one of the other three days of the
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1 hearing that would also allow himtine to travel to
2 the other jurisdiction for the 31st.
3 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Peopl es, do you have
4 any objection to -- or anything to speak on this
5 mat t er ?
6 MR, WAHLEN:. Whatever we can work out is fine.
7 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO Ckay. That -- |
8 nmean, that's kind of what | was thinking. | think
9 we are just going to acconmopbdate the w tness as
10 best as we can, you know, and take up -- you know,
11 a lot of tines, things nove nore fluidly. | think
12 that we are just going to go -- for lack of a
13 better way, we are going to wth the flowwith this
14 and | think we will be able to accommbdate him
15 speci ally, because it sounds like there is sone
16 stipulations of witnesses and things, and so we can
17 nove on as we go through and it shouldn't being an
18 I Ssue.
19 So with that, so other than that, other than
20 OPC s request, | think -- do parties have any ot her
21 i ssues regardi ng order of witnesses as set forth in
22 the draft prehearing order or can we nove on?
23 M5. WESSLING | just want to nake sure | am
24 cl ear.
25 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO.  Yes.
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1 M5. WESSLING So if we let himknow, M.
2 Garrett know that he can schedule to be in
3 Tal | ahassee in a tine that works for himto still
4 be able to --
5 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO Right. Yeah. Wwell,
6 we -- the Comm ssion will do everything to
7 accommpdate him It doesn't seemlike it's going
8 to be an issue.
9 M5. WESSLING Ckay. Great.
10 COWMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Yeah. Absol utely.
11 M5. HELTON:. Madam Chairman, | just want to
12 make sure we are working fromthe sane page, and |
13 amsorry, | mssed part of that conversation, but
14 we are -- if we are finished wth the hearing and
15 he is still not here, |I nean, is it that an issue
16 or not?
17 MR. WAHLEN: It's not an issue for us.
18 COW SSI ONER PASSIDOMO Wl I, | nean, | just
19 -- |1 guess | didn't again even anticipate that that
20 woul d be an issue. | nean, | don't -- | don't
21 think that --
22 MR REHW NKEL: | think the only issue is, is
23 it -- and | think that the parties -- that the
24 conpany is in agreenent that they will work this
25 out wwth us. He just needs to nake sure he
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testifies on the first or second day --

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO:  That's ki nd of what

MR, REHW NKEL: -- early enough where he can
get --

COWM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Yeah, we will get --
we will make sure to get him you know, bunped up.

MR. REHW NKEL: Yeah.

MR WAHLEN: We are fine wth that.

COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO |'s that okay? Yeah.

M5. HELTON. Ckay. Sorry for the
interruption. | just wanted to nmake sure.

COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Yeah, absol utely.

Al right. So are we -- are we with Section
VI, we can nove on?

MR, REHW NKEL: Was this the place where we
want to tal k about w tnesses that m ght be excused?

MR. WAHLEN: Yeah. First, | would like to
formal |y propose that Peoples be allowed to present
its direct and rebuttal testinony together so that
its witnesses only take the stand once.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO:  Gkay. OPC, do you
have a comrent object that?

MR. REHW NKEL: W don't. | want to suggest

sonet hing unusual. | don't know if M. Whlen
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1 wants our witness to be the very |ast wtness, or
2 woul d he want M. Kollen and M. Garrett, if he
3 ultimately testifies --
4 MR, WAHLEN: | think we would |ike Parsons to
5 be the last |ast w tness.
6 MR. REHW NKEL: Ckay. That's what | wanted to
7 understand, is they would do direct and rebuttal,
8 but Parsons --
9 MR. WAHLEN. Woul d be | ast.
10 MR, REHW NKEL: -- would be | ast.
11 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Ckay. | nean, |
12 think if the parties are in agreenent wth that,
13 then I have no i ssues about coordinating that way.
14 MR, REHW NKEL: Ckay.
15 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Staff, do you have
16 any conmments.
17 MR, THOMPSON. No objection fromstaff.
18 MR. WAHLEN. W have had sonme conversati ons
19 with the Ofice of Public Counsel, and based on the
20 positions that we have been working on, and in
21 particular our revisions, | think we have sone
22 suggesti ons.
23 First of all, Peoples would be fine having all
24 of the staff witnesses' testinony put into the
25 record wi thout cross-exam nation. W are fine with
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1 that. And | suspect Public Counsel is too, but |
2 don't want to speak for them
3 We have identified five wtnesses that we
4 woul d propose to be -- have their testinony put
5 into the record without cross-exam nation, and a
6 potential two nore. But the five are Karen
7 Spar kman, Dr. Harper, Gegg Therrien, Karen Branl ey
8 and M. Fox. Based on the issues and the way
9 things are resolving, we think those are five
10 wi tnesses that likely could be stipulated into the
11 record wi thout cross-exam nati on.
12 We also think that M. Buzard and M. Rutkin
13 coul d be handl ed the sanme way, inserted into the
14 record wi thout cross-exam nation, subject to
15 getting the fine-tuning done on the RNG i ssues over
16 t he next couple of days, but those would be our
17 proposals for people to think about.
18 Now, we understand that maybe deci sions can't
19 be nmade on those today, but after people check the
20 things they need to check, it would, | think,
21 shorten the hearing considerably if those seven
22 W t nesses could be put into the record w thout
23 Cross-exam nati on.
24 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Yeah. Absol utely.
25 Well, | appreciate the work that all the parties
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1 did to work through this, and so absol utely.
2 | think, | nean, staff, do you have comments
3 on that before -- is that sonmething we are going
4 to, when we take that up about stipulating those
5 W t nesses now, or is that sonething | need to rule
6 on |ater?
7 MR. SANDY: If | may, Ms. Chair, we will be
8 consulting with the Comm ssioners and their staff,
9 and al so our staff, to see if they have any
10 cross-exam nation of those witnesses. |If there is
11 no cross-exam nation, | see no reason why those
12 W t nesses can't be excused and their testinony
13 entered into the record.
14 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Wul d that be prior
15 to the hearing date?
16 MR SANDY: Yes, nm'am
17 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO Ckay.
18 MR, SANDY: And | would al so request that the
19 Conmi ssion witnesses, as M. Wahlen set forth, that
20 if the parties are able to, if they are willing to
21 stipulate to those witnesses and their exhibits
22 W t hout cross-exam nation, that would certainly be
23 sonet hing we would entertain as well.
24 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: |s that the staff
25 wi t nesses Cal houn and Brown?
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1 MR. SANDY: Yes, ma' am

2 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Ckay.

3 M5. WESSLING As far as OPC is concerned

4 regarding staff's witnesses, our only potenti al

5 obj ection would be if -- depending on the ruling on

6 the nmotion for official recognition. So | don't

7 known know if you want to handle that now so we can

8 address this, or if you want to wait and conme back

9 to --

10 COMM SSI ONER PASSIDOMO | think we are going
11 to do that inalittle bit, if that's okay, just so
12 we can keep things a little bit nore organized --
13 M5. WESSLI NG  Ckay.

14 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: -- but --

15 M5. WESSLING And for what it's worth, and if
16 -- | don't knowif this is a reason to do it now,
17 but | don't believe there is any objection from any
18 of the parties to the official recognition.

19 MR. WAHLEN. W have no objection.

20 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: | guess we -- okay,
21 if we -- if that's -- | nean, if that's going to
22 make -- | can take that -- we have that set for

23 Section XI, but I can -- | can handle that now if
24 you woul d prefer, so that's -- | just want to -- |
25 want staff, can you just tee that up so I can nove
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1 on to the ruling on that?

2 MR, THOMPSON: Certainly.

3 On Friday, August 18th, OPC filed a notion and

4 notice of intent to seek official recognition.

5 Nei ther the utility nor FIPUG have objected to that

6 notion. While the parties do not object to the

7 notion, as a matter of practice, the Conmm ssion

8 al ways takes notice of its own orders.

9 And furthernore, while if the parties nmay not
10 object to the recognition of the witten customner
11 comments in this docket, staff notes that materi al
12 of this type is not traditionally appropriate for
13 official recognition. Staff has no objection to
14 these comments being officially recognized in this
15 I nstance. However, doing so should not, and w |
16 not, constitute any precedent in future dockets.

17 COVM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Ckay. Thank you,

18 staff.

19 So, yeah, | agree -- Ms. Wssling, | agree

20 with staff here, and so | amgoing to grant OPC s

21 wi tness for official recognition since, you know,

22 none of the parties object.

23 So with that, we can nove back into the

24 W t ness stipul ations and --

25 M5. WESSLING And --
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COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO. Yeah, go --

M5. WESSLING -- this is helpful, if this --
wi th that understanding on the ruling, then OPC has
no objection to excusing wtness Brown and w tness
Cal houn.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO:  Ckay. | agree.

Thank you.

kay. Staff, any other issues?

MR, THOMPSON: No, ma'am

COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Peopl es, are we okay
to nove -- | amsorry, that kind of got junped
around a lot, but I amhoping that we all are on
the sane page here. W are? Gkay. GCkay. ood.

Ckay. So let's nobve on now to basic
positions. And so | understand, as M. Whlen kind
of alluded to, there were sone changes, revised
positions that were filed this norning. So I Kkind
of want staff to tee that up right now, if that's
okay.

MR, THOMPSON. Ckay. |If there are any changes
to the parties' announced basic positions on
I ssues, we recommend that the changes be submtted
in witing no later than cl ose of business on
Wednesday, August 23rd.

MR. WAHLEN: | think that will be fine. W
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1 are doi ng sonme fine-tuning in discussions with the
2 parties, and | believe it will also allow us to
3 shorten our basic position, so thank you.
4 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO Ckay.
5 M5. WESSLING That's great with OPC too.
6 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Ckay. Sounds good.
7 Al right. So Section VIII, Issues and
8 Posi ti ons.
9 So | amgoing to go through these issues by
10 section. |If any party has a change to any of their
11 positions, you can speak at the appropriate tine.
12 And as | nentioned, the utility provided revised
13 I Sssue positions, so we can -- just having -- if you
14 guys don't mnd, just noting them we can go a
15 little further into the final prehearing order
16 | ater, but | would ask as well coordinate, as |
17 think you are already doing, but coordinate with
18 staff to ensure that updated positions are
19 i ncorporated in the final prehearing order, and
20 that the sanme as the proposed stipulations, that we
21 coordinate with staff to ensure that these go into
22 the final prehearing. | just want to nake sure
23 that it enconpasses all the evol ving changes that
24 are goi ng on.
25 MR. WAHLEN: Ri ght.
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COMM SSI ONER PASSIDOMO All right. So |ssues
1 through 3, test period and forecasting.

MS. WESSLING OPC would be willing to
facilitate a Type 2 Stipulation on Issues 2 and 3.

COMW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Parties, any -- are
we okay with --

MR, WAHLEN: We |i ke that.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO:. Yeah, okay. |
figured so. Good deal.

Al right, so Issue 4.

MR. REHW NKEL: Madam Chair.

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO. Yes.

MR. REHW NKEL: W are going to give you --
Ms. Wessling is going to give you the simlar kind
of responses to various issues as we go forward.

A Type 2 facilitation, it goes with the
standard footnote and expl anation that we have been
including in orders saying exactly what that is,
which | think is a refinenment that's been an
i nprovenent so people are on notice what that
means.

COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: R ght .

MR. REHW NKEL: So when we say that, that wll
go with the standard footnote and expl anati on.

COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: | am assuni ng, Yyeah,
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1 we -- Peopl es understands that as well, correct?
2 Ckay.
3 Al right. So where were we? Depreciation
4 studi es covers |Issues 5 through 11.
5 MR. WAHLEN: Conm ssi oner, Peoples has a typo
6 to correct on Issue 5. W have submitted revised
7 positions on Issues 6, 8, and 11, and 10. W nmay
8 tweak our position on Issue 8, and woul d have our
9 final positions on all of those issues in by close
10 of busi ness Wednesday.
11 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: That's great.
12 M5. WESSLI NG And we woul d just note that
13 with regard to Issue 8, as a result of the
14 di scovery and conversations that have taken pl ace
15 inthis case, that we are in agreenent with the
16 revised position that was put forth by Peoples
17 earlier this norning.
18 COMWM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Ch, good. Al right.
19 Well, it sounds like you will have |ess work -- you
20 did a lot of the work up front, so less work to do
21 in the next day and a half, so | appreciate that.
22 kay, soO --
23 MR, THOMPSON. Madam Conm ssi oner - -
24 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO:  Yeah.
25 MR THOWPSON. -- if | may. Sorry. | believe
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1 | ssue 4 was brought up but then never addressed by

2 the parties. |If we could, just on the record.

3 COMW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Ch, absol utely.

4 Yeah, | amsorry. | just want to nake sure |ssue

5 4 --

6 M5. WESSLING We nmaintain our position on

7 | ssue 4.

8 MR, WAHLEN. We don't have any chal |l enges on

9 | ssue 4.

10 COMWM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: (Ckay. Staff, sane?
11 MR, THOWPSON: Sane.

12 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO:  Ckay. |ssues 12

13 t hrough 27.

14 MR. WAHLEN: Conm ssi oner, Peopl es has

15 submtted this norning revised positions on |Issues
16 13, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 25. W are working with
17 the O fice of Public Counsel and FIPUG to nmake sure
18 that the way we have worded our positions on |Issues
19 16, 17 and 18 will allow themto agree with those
20 positions and have a Type 1 Stipulation, and we

21 wi || endeavor to get that done by cl ose of business
22 Wednesday.

23 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO:  (Ckay. Again, | guess
24 I wll just keep reiterating, saying | appreciate
25 you just working with the parties, and as |long as
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1 we have everything in by that deadline, that's --
2 our staff would appreciate it, yeah.
3 M5. WESSLING | didn't nean to interrupt you.
4 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO:. No. Go ahead.
5 M5. WESSLING  For Issues 12 and 14, OPCis
6 able to facilitate Type 2 Stipulations, again, wth
7 t he footnote on both of those issues as well.
8 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO. Ckay.
9 M5. WESSLING And we, is 18 up for discussion
10 as well here? Is that in this section?
11 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO.  Yeabh.
12 M5. WESSLING | think we would be able to
13 facilitate a Type 1 Stipulation on Issue 18.
14 M5. CRAWFORD: Can -- I'msorry to interrupt.
15 May | ask for clarification. | have heard Type 1
16 used, that's where OPC is in agreenent with the
17 utility, is that correct?
18 MR, REHW NKEL: W will affirmatively agree
19 with language. It may be that we sit down with the
20 conpany between now and Wednesday and fine-tune the
21 | anguage they have, but we are -- have an agreenent
22 in principle with them anywhere we say Type 1, is
23 that --
24 M5. CRAWFCORD: Excellent. Thank you for the
25 clarification.
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1 MR, REHW NKEL: -- neet with your --
2 M5. CRAWFORD: Yeah. That's what | need.
3 Thank you.
4 MR. REHW NKEL: We'll have a few of those in
5 her e.
6 M5. WESSLI NG  Wiich brings ne to Issue 20 --
7 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO Ckay.
8 M5. WESSLING -- which is one where -- | know
9 there was sone di scussion about this one during
10 previous neetings in this case, but we are able to
11 do a Type 1 here as well. And | amlosing track of
12 whi ch section, where the section --
13 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO:. W are still under
14 rate base --
15 MB. WESSLING  Okay.
16 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: -- so anything 12
17 t hrough 27.
18 M5. WESSLING Ckay. So -- yes, on Issue 23,
19 this is one where we anticipate providing an
20 updat ed position by close of business on Wdnesday.
21 And for Issue 24, we would facilitate a Type 2
22 Stipul ation.
23 For 25 we would facilitate the Type 1
24 Stipul ation.
25 And Issue 26 would be facilitating a Type 2
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1 Stipul ati on.
2 And | believe that's it for that section.
3 MR, WAHLEN: Conm ssi oner, before we | eave the
4 rate base section, | have a little issue to talk
S about .
6 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Yeah, pl ease.
7 MR. WAHLEN. Okay. |Issues 16 and 17, the
8 positi on change that Peoples has nade is that the
9 two tariffed projects would go into rate base and
10 be consi dered above-the-1line under the existing
11 tariff, and we would close that tariff for new
12 busi ness. So there would be no nore new projects
13 under that tariff.
14 W would also |like to get the Conm ssion to
15 approve a renewabl e natural gas interconnection
16 service tariff that would just allow Peoples to
17 connect RNG projects, whoever does them to the
18 system We've worked with Public Counsel on tariff
19 | anguage and woul d |i ke to get that approved as
20 part of this.
21 Duration our discussion this is norning,
22 Publ i ¢ Counsel raised the question whether it would
23 be sufficient to have that approval take place as
24 part of Issue 16 or 17, or should we identify a
25 separate issue in the rate design and cost of
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1 service area that specifically calls out getting
2 t hat approved, and we are hoping that staff can
3 give us a little bit of advice on that. W are
4 okay with either one, but if the Comm ssion woul d
5 prefer, for transparency, to have a specific issue
6 identified --
7 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO Ckay.
8 MR WAHLEN. -- in that tariff and having it
9 approved - -
10 COMM SSI ONER PASSIDOMO | am going to have
11 staff speak on that --
12 MR WAHLEN: -- we are anenable to that.
13 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: -- and see how --
14 what they --
15 M5. CRAWFCORD: If there is not already an
16 I ssue that goes to that subject matter, we could
17 identify the issue, but I think you could al so
18 offer it as a stipulation, to the extent that the
19 parties are wlling to agree. | think that woul d
20 give sufficient transparency and clarity, but |
21 woul d appreciate any thoughts that the parties have
22 on that.
23 MR WAHLEN: | think we are going to end up
24 stipulating it, but --
25 MR, REHW NKEL: Yeah. |It's -- there is a |ot
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1 -- the conpany has nade a few revisions to 16 and
2 17, and there is a -- there i s an expense issue.
3 But this is a significant, because it would take
4 care of three big issues in the case, but the
5 tariff, revised tariff, is inportant.
6 And what we wouldn't want do is if there is a
7 stipulation that a tariff filed under that
8 stipulation would be subject to subsequent file and
9 suspend activities. It would need to be resol ved
10 as part of this case. So whatever gets that done
11 t he nost secure way, that would give both of us
12 confort that we put the issue to bed and we can
13 excuse w tnesses and we can stop preparing
14 cross-exam nation for wtnesses and all.
15 So it's inportant that we get this right, but
16 we just brought it to your attention, so we are not
17 expecting --
18 COMM SSI ONER PASSIDOMO Right. | agree. |
19 nmean, do you feel nore inclined -- staff, do you --
20 sorry. Go ahead.
21 M5. CRAWCORD: Probably the best thing that
22 coul d happen is as soon as possible we get the
23 witten | anguage so we can see exactly what we are
24 you tal king about. R ght nowit's a little
25 anor phous. And then we can have sone further
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1 di al ogue with the parties, if that suits the
2 General Counsel, to see whether we think that needs
3 to be teed up in a separate way, or whether that
4 wi Il serve as a stipul ation.
5 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Yeah. | f you have
6 t hat | anguage available, | think the sooner you can
7 get it to staff. | really don't want to change
8 t hat Wednesday cl ose of business, so if we can get
9 -- if you can get that to staff, you know, by, you
10 know, when we conclude this prehearing, and work
11 with them and then be able to kind of spin off of
12 that, | would appreciate that, unless you have --
13 do you want to do that now? | don't know.
14 MR, WAHLEN:. Well, we are -- it is in the
15 pol i shing stage right now.
16 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO Ckay. Al right.
17 So --
18 MR WAHLEN:. | think we can get it to staff
19 t onor r ow.
20 COMWM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: (kay. Ckay. So if
21 you can get it -- is that okay with you, with
22 staff?
23 M5. CRAWFORD: Yes, of course. And the
24 unusual disclainer applies that even if staff
25 doesn't have an objection to the stipul ated
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1 | anguage, it still would need to be approved, of
2 course, by the Comm ssioners. Until they approve
3 it --
4 COMW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Yeah. Absolutely. |
5 think I amnore just thinking how we lay this out
6 in the final prehearing order. So | just want, if
7 Wwe are going to put this into a new -- a new i ssue
8 or not, but it's, you know, it doesn't seemlike
9 it's a problemfor the parties, so | just want to
10 make sure. Again, | agree with M. Rehw nkel, it
11 just needs to be as cleanly put out as possible.
12 So that's sonething, | guess, at this point |
13 am just going to kind of defer out and we will work
14 t hrough as we see, as appropriate wth staff, if
15 that's okay with the parties.
16 kay. So with that, we are going to nove, |
17 think -- have we noved through Issues 12 through
18 277
19 MR, WAHLEN: Yes, ma'am
20 COMWM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: (Okay. Ckay. So Cost
21 of Capital, |ssues 28 through 36.
22 MR. WAHLEN: Conm ssi oner, Peopl es has
23 submtted revised issue -- or position on Issue 30.
24 | think that's all we are going to have, but we
25 wi | | doubl e check.
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1 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO Ckay. OPC?
2 M5. WESSLING Yes. 1In light of the revision
3 by Peoples Gas on Issue 30, we are able to enter a
4 Type 1 Stipulation on |Issue 30.
5 The only other issue in this section that |
6 woul d comrent on is for Issue 33, OPC antici pates
7 updating that position by that Wdnesday deadli ne.
8 MR. REHW NKEL: And we think this issue is
9 related to the stipulation that we just tal ked
10 about. It's a conprehensive stipulation, and |
11 think it does hit this |Issue 33.
12 COWM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO:  Ckay.  Okay.
13 MR REHW NKEL: It's one of the things we just
14 need to nmake sure we touch.
15 COMW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Sure.  Yeah. That's
16 -- again, yeah, just if you can coordinate -- all
17 the parties coordinate with staff and we can nake
18 sure that it's laid out in a way that's conci se and
19 cleanly so that we all know what we are | ooking at
20 her e.
21 Okay. Before | -- so cost -- are we -- did we
22 cover all issues of cost of capital?
23 MR, WAHLEN:  Yes.
24 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Okay. Net operating
25 i ncone |ssues 37 through 55.
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1 MR, WAHLEN: Conm ssi oner, Peopl es has
2 submtted revised positions on a nunber of the
3 Issues in this section. W' ve also suggested a
4 wor di ng change to the way the Issue 42 is worded.
5 And if | could, I would Iike to explain our
6 proposed change and the basis for it.
7 The way the issue is drafted right now, it
8 says: \Wat nunber of projected test year enpl oyees
9 shoul d be approved? And we are suggesting addi ng
10 the term"for ratemaki ng purposes” at the end of
11 t hat .
12 | don't think the Comm ssion has typically
13 approved addi ng enpl oyees into in the sense that
14 you have to have Comm ssion approval before you
15 hire soneone. |It's always been what are you
16 approving for ratemaking purposes. W think this
17 | anguage woul d clarify that and elim nate any
18 confusion that may arise without the clarification.
19 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO St aff?
20 MR, THOMPSON:. Staff has no objections.
21 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO No?
22 M5. WESSLI NG And OPC has no objection to the
23 ruling -- or to the wording of that issue.
24 And | would just also note that with the
25 revision, OPCis in agreenent with the | ast
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1 sentence, the anended -- the sentence that was
2 added by Peoples Gas in their position.
3 COMM SSI ONER PASSIDOMO | am sorry, for which
4 I ssue?
5 M5. WESSLING On Issue 42, the sane issue.
6 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: On I ssue 42, okay.
7 kay.
8 M5. WESSLING And then we al so have -- unl ess
9 PGS has any other conmments on this section, we have
10 sone issues positions to update, starting at |Issue
11 37, we would facilitate a Type 2 Stipul ation.
12 | ssue 38, we just wanted to notify everyone
13 that we will be updating our position on that one
14 by the Wednesday deadl i ne.
15 On Issue 39, we would be wlling to enter into
16 a Type 1 Stipulation.
17 For Issue 40, we would be willing to
18 facilitate a Type 2 Stipul ation.
19 And on |Issue 44, again, as noted in PGS s
20 position, in |light of the, again, discovery and
21 conversations that have taken place, we are able to
22 enter into a Type 1 Stipul ation.
23 On | ssue 45, we would be able to facilitate a
24 Type 2 Stipul ati on.
25 On I ssue 46, again, based off of all the work
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we' ve done together, we would be able to enter into
a Type 1 Stipul ation.

And on Issue 48, OPC would facilitate a Type 2
Stipul ati on.

On 52, we will be revising that position.

And | believe that's all the nodifications for
t hat section.

MR. REHW NKEL: Can | al so add? What Ms.
Wessling went through, these are all reflective of,
with the Type 1 Stipulations, are all reflective of
what we descri bed as an agreenent in principle.

Bet ween now and Wednesday, we wi |l have refinenent
| anguage conversations with the conpany and with
FI PUG under the circunstances. So that's one of
the reasons why we asked for the end of the day.

COWM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO:.  Ckay.

MR, REHW NKEL: But we will be working to
refine these. You m ght see sone slight wording
changes --

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO. Ckay.

MR. REHW NKEL: -- and clarifications, but we
are in agreenent on these. Thank you.

MS5. CRAWORD: M. Rehw nkel has, | think,
properly indicated, in order to be Type 1, FIPUG

woul d need to al so endorse the stipulation, but it
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1 sounds like he is well aware of that and will be
2 wor ki ng on getting that discussion taken care of.
3 COMW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Thank you. That's
4 all 1 would say, yeah, as long as all of the
5 parties are -- you are working with all the parties
6 to ensure that new | anguage.
7 MR. REHW NKEL: We have, all weekend | ong,
8 bet ween t he conpany, OPC and FI PUG we were
9 constantly tal king, so these --
10 COMWM SSI ONER PASSIDOMO: | appreciate that. |
11 t hi nk everyone does, so, yes.
12 Ckay. Well, if we've covered -- we covered
13 that silks. W are going to nove to Revenue
14 Requi renents, |ssues 56 and 57.
15 MR, WAHLEN:. | don't believe Peopl es has
16 changes to those issues.
17 M5. WESSLING And OPC woul d enter into a Type
18 1 Stipulation on Issue 56.
19 COW SSI ONER PASSIDOMO All right. Cost of
20 Service and Rate Design, |ssues 58 through 70.
21 MR. WAHLEN. W -- Peopl es doesn't anticipate
22 changi ng any of its positions on these, but we
23 haven't had tine to talk to Public Counsel and
24 FIPUG on all of them So if we can have until the
25 end of the day Wednesday, we think, if there are
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1 any changes, they will be very m nor.
2 COMWM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Ckay.
3 MS. WESSLING At this time, we don't
4 antici pate any changes, but we just want that sane
S caveat .
6 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO.  Sane?
7 M5. WVESSLI NG  Yep.
8 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: All right. | am
9 going to next -- so her Issues, Issues 71 through
10 75. This is where we are going to take up OPC s
11 position on Issue 73, which, you know, | believe is
12 that it should be stricken the case based on
13 conm ssi on precedent.
14 Staff, do you have anything to add on that?
15 MR REHWNKEL: | think it's naybe noot ed.
16 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: |s that -- yeah.
17 MR, WAHLEN:. We've changed our petition to
18 wi t hdraw our proposal for a tax change nechani sm
19 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO Ckay.
20 MR WAHLEN. So I do think it's noot. It's a
21 question of --
22 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: | think that's what
23 our staff was probably going to just say, so |
24 appreci ate you guys just --
25 MR, THOWPSON: Thanks, Jeff.
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com

Premier Reporting

(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



41

1 MR, WAHLEN. W were preparing when we wal ked
2 in the roomfor that, yeah. But whether you want
3 to indicate that it's noot or, in the order, sinply
4 say we have withdrawn it, whatever, we are not
5 pursuing that in this case.
6 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Yeah. | think we are
7 just going to -- we are just going to reflect it --
8 | mean, staff, you can speak to this, but | think
9 we will probably just reflect in the order as
10 dropped, and that was sonething we just anticipated
11 if there is gquestions. W are not going to
12 renunber the issues or anything like that, we are
13 just going to reflect it as dropped --
14 MR. WAHLEN: Perfect.
15 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO -- and, you know,
16 it's easier that way than changi ng everything
17 around. Good? kay.
18 MR, THOMPSON:. Perfect. Thank you.
19 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Sur e.
20 kay. Well, then good deal. So we can nove
21 to Section | X, Exhibit List.
22 MR THOMPSON:. Staff has prepared and
23 circulated to the parties a conprehensive exhibit
24 list which includes all prefiled exhibits and al so
25 I ncludes those exhibits staff wishes to include in
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

t he record.

Staff has requested that the parties advise
whet her there are any objections to the
conprehensive exhibit list or any of staff's
exhi bits being entered into the record.

COWMW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Are the parties
willing to stipulate to staff exhibits?

M5. WESSLING Could I just have one nonent?

COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO.  Sur e.

M5. WESSLING | would just ask a question.
The version of the CEL that | saw that was sent out
| ast week, | don't believe, and correct me if | am

wrong, did not include the deposition transcripts

of, well, as far as OPC i s concerned, Wwtness
Garrett. | just want to nmake sure that that's the
sane -- that's where we are now, that that's the

current state of the CEL.

MR. SANDY: So | can confirmthat we've nade a
handful of edits on the CEL. However, there have
been no additions of deposition testinony of M.
Garrett on the CEL.

M5. WESSLING And there are no deposition
transcripts?

MR, SANDY: There are not.

M5. WESSLING Ckay. So with that
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1 under st andi ng, OPC has no issues with the -- with
2 the CEL as we understand it to be right now.
3 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Ckay.
4 MR. WAHLEN: Conm ssi oner, we, Friday, Sunday,
5 sonetime, submtted sone changes to the CEL. They
6 fall in two categories. One is a suggestion that
7 we add the MFRs as exhibits. | think that is maybe
8 sonet hing that has already been updated. | am not
9 sure. The other ons is --
10 COMM SSI ONER PASSIDOMO | think it has. They
11 already -- | amsorry to interrupt you. | think it
12 has, right, M. Sandy?
13 MR, SANDY: Yes, Madam Chair, it has been.
14 That was one of the edits we nade. W have added
15 the MFRs. | am aware of a noticing issue as well,
16 | believe fromthe utility.
17 MR, WAHLEN: Yeah. W al so suggested that the
18 conposite notice exhibit that we have prepared and
19 filed with the Conmi ssion earlier in the sunmer be
20 i ncl uded as an issue. | understand from M. Sandy
21 that there is sone hesitation to put that on the
22 list unless it's stipulated. W have talked to
23 Publ i ¢ Counsel about adding it. | don't think they
24 object to the notice exhibit being included in the
25 exhibit -- conprehensive exhibit list, and we woul d
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1 suggest that it be included w thout objection of
2 the parties.
3 M5. WESSLING That's correct. OPC has no
4 objection to that.
5 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: No obj ecti on, okay.
6 MR. SANDY: In light of the fact that the
7 parties stipulate, Madam Chair, we have no
8 objection. And | would add that, in light of that,
9 we will send out to the parties a final as anended
10 CEL that will include everything we've discussed
11 here so that they can reviewit, with the
12 understanding it wll have everything we've
13 di scussed, and consequently, | wll assune the
14 parties will stipulate to it.
15 MR. REHW NKEL: The only fly in that ointnent,
16 of course, is M. Myle's availability. And we
17 will work with Peoples, staff, every -- to try to
18 i nform himof what's going on and --
19 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Yeah, | appreciate
20 t hat .
21 MR. REHW NKEL: -- and get his agreenent.
22 | would just say that if, for whatever reason,
23 we get to | ate on Wednesday and we have not had
24 t hat opportunity, we wll reach out to staff and
25 make sure that just that deadline doesn't ness up
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1 ability to streanmline things |ike we appear to be
2 on the way.
3 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Ckay.
4 MR. REHW NKEL: So we would just ask a little
5 bit of understanding that there may be a
6 difficulty --
7 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: No. | understand. |
8 just -- as long as you are able to, yeah, just keep
9 staff advised of whatever, you know, any updates
10 that are nmade, and as |ong as convers-- yeah, you
11 continue to update --
12 MR, REHW NKEL: Ckay.
13 COMM SSI ONER PASSIDOMO: -- that's -- yeah, |
14 under stand the extenuating circunstance.
15 MR, SANDY: If | may, we are aware of what's
16 going on, and the parties will always have our
17 under st andi ng.
18 MR, REHW NKEL: Ckay. Thank you.
19 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO Yeah. G eat.
20 Ckay. So good, so we can -- we've gone
21 t hrough the other, so are there any additi onal
22 stipulations that have not been discussed yet? It
23 sounds like -- | nean, it's a work in progress, so
24 | appreciate your work over the weekend, and your
25 ongoi ng wor k here.
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1 MR, REHW NKEL: Wen are the, | guess, other

2 matters, if we are kind of at that point.

3 COMWM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Yeah, | nean --

4 MR, REHW NKEL: But if we are not, | can wait.

5 I just want to tal k about Case Center when it's the

6 right tine.

7 COW SSI ONER PASSIDOMO:  No tinme like the

8 present.

9 MR, REHW NKEL: Ckay.

10 COMM SSI ONER PASSIDOMO: Let's do it now.

11 MR. REHW NKEL: So when we net, we had a very
12 t horough neeting Thursday or Friday, whatever,

13 Thursday with staff, and one of the questions we

14 asked is were there going to be any refinenents to
15 the OEP or to the prehearing order reflecting any
16 I ssues that had arisen in our nock presentation and
17 our subsequent neetings, and | just wanted to

18 understand, are there any surprises comng? That's
19 the only question | have.

20 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Ms. Hel ton.

21 M5. HELTON:. W have been working on revisions
22 to the OEP and the prehearing order, and we realize
23 that -- | think we need to go through this process
24 once before we kind of fine-tune anything. So if
25 everyone is wlling, you know, and, Madam Chai r man,
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1 if you are willing, | don't propose naki ng any

2 changes to the prehearing order at this tine, with

3 the understanding that we are all being fluid, we

4 are all learning, and we are all in agreenent that

5 we are going to use Case Center for this

6 proceedi ng, and then fromthat proceeding, then we

7 can deci de how to go forward.

8 MR. REHW NKEL: That's wonderful to hear. |

9 just want to say, we are excited about Case Center.
10 We've had a very robust, fruitful conversation with
11 staff, with the technicians with Thonson Reuters,
12 with the other parties. W are excited about using
13 it. W are going to nmake it work for you. 1In

14 ot her words, we are going to be trying to help it
15 forward. W are not |ooking for problens. | just
16 wanted to know if there were going to be any

17 surprises.

18 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Yeah. No, that's not
19 how we -- we are not going to have any surpri ses.
20 M5. HELTON. No. W don't like surprises.

21 COW SSI ONER PASSIDOMO The two rep --

22 representatives that were there, they were going --
23 they are going to be there at |east for the first
24 day of the hearing to help with any -- if we have
25 any other glitches and questi ons.
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1 M5. HELTON:. Right. They will be there for
2 actually the first two days.
3 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: The first two, okay.
4 M5. HELTON: And the sheet we handed out on
5 Thur sday, Nancy has made sone further refinenents
6 tothat. And | amnot sure if that's -- it's
7 ready, so we will send that out this afternoon.
8 But it's only based on conversations that we had at
9 the neeting, so --
10 M5. WESSLING | had a question, | don't know
11 if this is the right tinme, or if we need to get
12 t hrough sone nore of these sections, but just with
13 regard to closing argunent, is that com ng up or
14 did we sort of skip that?
15 COMWM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Yeah. | nean, yeah,
16 we can do -- | had -- we can take that up now.
17 That's fine.
18 M5. WESSLING We would just ask that the
19 possibility -- I know we don't normally do cl osing
20 argunents. They are nornally wai ved by nost of the
21 parties. But we just want to keep the possibility
22 open for closing argunents. W just don't want to
23 stipulate to not doing it.
24 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: To not doing it.
25 Do the people have any objection to that?
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1 MR. WAHLEN:. No. No objecti on.
2 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOVO:. Ckay. | nean,
3 don't have any issue with just not, you know, Iike,
4 to |l eaving that option open and hopi ng that doesn't
5 -- that's not necessary, but we will keep it open.
6 Staff, do you have an issue?
7 MR SANDY: No, ma'am
8 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO Ckay. So | just am
9 going to reiterate for pending notions, we've
10 al ready taken up -- we tal ked about w tness
11 Garrett. | think we are -- | think all the parties
12 are wlling to accommodate that, and the
13 Comm ssion, | know, is willing to accommodate that.
14 And we've also already taken up the -- OPC s
15 notion and notice of intent to seek official
16 recognition. That's been granted.
17 So any pending confidentiality matters?
18 MR, THOMPSON. There are a handful of recently
19 filed confidentiality requests that are pending,
20 and staff is working diligently to get those
21 addr essed.
22 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO. Ckay.
23 MR WAHLEN: | think that they should say they
24 are working heroically on confidentiality --
25 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO. | agr ee.
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1 MR. WAHLEN. -- because there have been a | ot
2 of them
3 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Thank you.
4 Al right. So Section XlIIl is Post-Hearing
5 Pr ocedur es.
6 MR. THOMPSON: Staff recommends t hat
7 post-hearing briefs be no | onger than 50 pages,
8 that -- we recommend that the post-hearing position
9 summaries be limted to 75 words, and that briefs
10 are due on Cctober 5th.
11 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Commrents from t he
12 parties?
13 MR, REHW NKEL: | did not discuss this with
14 co-counsel or with the conpany. There are a couple
15 of issues in this case that we think mght nerit a
16 little bit longer than 75 words, and we woul d ask
17 if the parties could be given -- | think this has
18 happened in prior matters, prior cases -- if we
19 could have we could be stuck with 75 for all but
20 two, and then go 150 at our discretion for two if
21 we needed.
22 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO.  For post - heari ng
23 sunmary positions?
24 MR, REHW NKEL: Yes.
25 MR WAHLEN:. We don't object to that.
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1 COMWM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Staff, do you have
2 any?
3 MR, THOMPSON: No obj ecti on.
4 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Okay. Al right. So
5 we are going to change -- | -- this is another one
6 | amjust going to change to 150 words across the
7 board and | appreciate, yeah, |less sonetines is
8 nore, so -- but when you need it, you need it, but
9 not if not, you don't need if for all of them
10 kay. So | think now !l amkind of ready to --
11 for rulings if we are -- if we've gotten to that
12 point, parties? Ckay.
13 The first thing, opening statenents --
14 actually, staff, | guess -- we haven't even
15 addressed that yet. D d you say what opening
16 statenents, what's your recomrendation?
17 MR, THOMPSON. We recommend openi ng statenents
18 be limted to five mnutes per party.
19 MR. WAHLEN: No obj ecti on.
20 M5. WESSLING OPC woul d request 10 m nutes,
21 j ust because there -- although a nunber of things
22 have been stipulated, there are a nunber of things
23 that are going to be heavily litigated, and we
24 woul d just request the ability to have up to 10
25 m nutes for opening statenents.
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1 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO. | am anenable to
2 that. Just don't tell ny colleagues | said it was
3 okay. So, yes, okay, so there we go.
4 So we are going to -- opening statenents w ||
5 be limted to 10 mnutes per party. So as we've
6 di scussed, briefs limted to 50 pages. Parties'
7 post - hearing position summaries limted to 150
8 words, and briefs are going to be due Cctober 5th,
9 2023.
10 As we di scussed, the Conm ssion w ||
11 accomodate witness Garrett during the course of
12 the hearing. And again, reiterating no objection
13 to granting OPC s request for official recognition
14 I s hereby granted.
15 Any other matters?
16 MR, THOMPSON. Staff has just a fewitens to
17 addr ess.
18 As we previously discussed with parties, prior
19 to the hearing, all nonconfidential prefiled
20 exhibits and testinony will be upl oaded onto Case
21 Center. At the hearing, the parties, Comm ssioners
22 and staff wll then have access to those itens on
23 Case Center
24 Staff will also have, in folders, paper copies
25 of all confidential prefiled testinony and
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com

Premier Reporting

(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



53

1 confidential prefiled exhibits. Parties do not
2 have to bring copies of these itens.
3 Additionally, parties will need to upload
4 nonconfi dential cross-exam nation exhibits in Case
5 Center prior to the hearing. W have discussed
6 that process, and with the parties. However, all
7 confidential cross-exam nation exhibits or
8 depositions that parties wish to use at the hearing
9 nmust be provided in the foll owi ng manner:
10 For each exhibit you intend to sponsor, you
11 nmust bring 20 paper copies. |If the exhibit is
12 confidential, each copy will need to be in a red
13 folder. Those exhibits wll need a cover sheet
14 that staff will provide to you. You will need to
15 fill out everything on the cover sheet except the
16 exhibit nunmber. That will be provided at the tine
17 the exhibit is identified at the hearing. Please
18 be sure that each exhibit has a brief title
19 descri bing what the exhibit is.
20 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Thank you.
21 MR, THOMPSON: Nothing further fromstaff.
22 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO.  Parties, do you have
23 any other matters you would like to discuss?
24 MR. REHW NKEL: Could I just ask a couple of
25 t hi ngs about what M. Thonpson just read?
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1 It is our understanding that the upl oadi ng of
2 exhibits to Case Center, the nonconfidential ones,
3 needs to be done prior to the tine that the w tness
4 woul d take the stand. So let's just say we know
5 sonebody is going to be on the second day, we don't
6 have to put our exhibits up until before that, not
7 prior to the hearing. | know you read it that way,
8 but |I don't think that was the intent.
9 MR, THOMPSON: | amsorry. Wuld you repeated
10 that? | amnot sure.

11 MR, REHW NKEL: What you read was that

12 nonconfidential exhibits had to be upl oaded prior
13 to hearing and there Ol nmean, we have the ability
14 to add, subtract exhibits all the way up to the

15 time when the witness takes the stand, right?

16 MR. THOWSON: Right.

17 MR, REHW NKEL: Ckay. So | just wanted to

18 make -- there is no requirenent that we | oad

19 everything that's going to be crossed prior to the
20 start of the hearing?

21 MR THOWPSON:. Correct.

22 MR, REHW NKEL: Ckay. And then --

23 M5. HELTON: Al though, that may be the best

24 practice to -- if we are going to have issues with
25 upl oading to know it before the hearing versus
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1 during the course of the hearing.
2 MR, REHW NKEL: Yeah. | amnot going to have
3 any 880-page canera manuals to load. | think our
4 bi ggest exhibit may be 20 to 30 pages, so | don't
5 think we are going to have an issue with that.
6 And then there was a point on confidential
7 that -- would it -- Madam Chairman, could | ask him
8 to review the confidential --
9 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Sure. M. Thonpson,
10 woul d you like to --
11 MR, REHW NKEL: -- comments agai n?
12 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO.  Yeah. Coul d you go
13 t hrough that one nore tine, please?
14 MR, THOWMPSON: Certainly.
15 Al'l confidential cross-exam nation exhibits or
16 depositions that parties wish to use at the hearing
17 must be provided in the foll ow ng manner:
18 For each exhibit you intend to sponsor, you
19 nmust bring 20 paper copies. |If the exhibit is
20 confidential, each copy will need to be in a red
21 folder. Those exhibits will need a cover sheet
22 that staff will provide to you. You will need to
23 fill out everything on the cover sheet except the
24 exhibit nunber. That will be provided at the tine
25 the exhibit is identified in the hearing.
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1 MR. REHW NKEL: | think what threw nme was the
2 phrase "if the exhibit is confidential". There
3 Is -- we don't have to bring 20 copi es of
4 nonconfidential -- okay. Thank you.
5 MR HETRI CK:  No.
6 MR. REHW NKEL: Ckay. Thank you.
7 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO:  Thank you for the
8 clarification. | think in the future we wl|
9 fine-tune this a little bit.
10 M5. WESSLING Could I just have one nonent to
11 ask a question of co-counsel?
12 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO Sur e.
13 M5. WESSLING Al right. Never mnd. | am
14 good. Thank you.
15 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: kay. So any ot her
16 matters by the parties before we adjourn?
17 Staff, any other matters?
18 MR, THOMPSON. Nothing else fromstaff.
19 COVM SSI ONER PASSI DOVD:  Ckay. All right.
20 Well, this concludes the prehearing conference. W
21 are adj our ned.
22 Thank you very nuch.
23 MR. WAHLEN: Thank you.
24 (Proceedi ngs concl uded.)
25
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