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1 PROCEEDI NGS

2 CHAI RVAN FAY: Al right. Good norning,

3 everyone. |If you would like, you can join

4 Comm ssioner Clark in the invocation and pl edge

5 before we start today's neeting.

6 (I'nvocation and Pl edge of All egi ance.)

7 CHAI RVAN FAY: Al right. Thank you,

8 Comm ssi oner C ark.

9 Al right. Comm ssioners, Christnmas has cone
10 early today. W have Agenda, Special Agenda and
11 Internal Affairs, so we have a packed day. W are
12 going to try to nake sure we get through
13 everyt hi ng.

14 | did want to go ahead and start our Agenda
15 Conference neeting off with recogni zi ng

16 Conmm ssi oner Graham for some comments.

17 COW SSI ONER GRAHAM  Thank you, M. Chairman.
18 This is the tinme of year, or every other year,
19 | guess, where we non nate sonebody for the

20 upcom ng Chairman, and ny nomnation this year is
21 going to be for -- and believe it or not, it's not
22 me this year -- it's going to be for Mke La Rosa,
23 and | have three reasons why that | thought M ke
24 woul d be the best for this job.

25 Nunber one, when | first met Mke, he was a
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1 | egi sl ator and he was sitting on the nom nating

2 council. And when | got there in front of the

3 podium-- and | can't renenber if it was the first,

4 second, third or fourth tinme | did a nom nating

5 counsel, but it was one of those tines, and | only

6 had two | egislators ask nme questions, it was M ke

7 La Rosa and, of all things, Senator Passidonpb, and

8 they weren't easy questions, and you can tell he

9 was tied into what goes on in this agency. That's
10 nunber one.

11 Nunmber two, M ke was a -- he is a |l egislator
12 with a reputation of being a serious and diligent
13 | egislator. And one of the things |I have | earned,
14 and | saw this firsthand from both when Ron Brisé
15 was here and when Jimy Patronis was here, when you
16 are dealing with the |egislators over there, there
17 Is a |language over there. There is a brotherhood
18 that's over there, and you need soneone that can go
19 over there and that knows that |anguage. And I

20 know for a fact that M ke La Rosa knows it, and he
21 knows the code, and he can get a | ot of things done
22 that sone of us can't get done. And | think it's
23 very inportant to always have a legislator on this
24 panel , because you need to have that communication
25 condui t open.
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1 And the third one, and this is the probably
2 nost inportant, when |I was com ng down here this
3 nmorni ng, | got caught on the back staircase by Ana
4 Ortega, which happens to be Mke La Rosa's aid, and
5 she told ne, she said, if you nom nate yourself and
6 make Jim Varian the head of your office one nore
7 tinme, she goes, | will -- and | won't go into what
8 she said she was going to do, but |I amproudly here
9 to nomnate Mke La Rosa as Chairman for the 2024
10 and 2025 years.
11 CHAI RMAN FAY: Great. Thank you, Conm ssioner
12 G aham
13 Comm ssi oner Cl ark, you are recogni zed.
14 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you, M. Chairnman.
15 | would second the nom nation of Comm ssioner
16 La Rosa as Chairman, and with just an added
17 comment. | have cone to know M ke over the | ast
18 coupl e of years and, Comm ssioner G aham | ama
19 little jealous, | got drilled by a |l ot nore
20 guestions than just those two, but Conmm ssioner La
21 Rosa was one of those individuals as well. And |
22 have cone to respect Mke for his intelligence and
23 his diligence, and | have really cone to appreciate
24 himnore as a friend than anything else, and | give
25 a hearty second to that nom nation, M. Chairnman.
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1 CHAI RMAN FAY: Geat. Wth that, we will go

2 ahead and approve -- well, I wll recognize

3 Comm ssi oner Passidono, and then we will formally

4 approve, so go ahead.

5 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Thank you. | nean,

6 M ke, you are such a nice guy, | have to say

7 sonet hi ng.

8 | am al so proud to support Commi ssioner La

9 Rosa to serve as our next Chair. | was able --

10 fromny previous experience being here as an

11 attorney and watching you in your |eadership role
12 serving as Chair of the house comerce committees
13 and on the props and rules commttees, | know that
14 you are going to be a great asset in this new

15 | eadership role. It's really been such a pleasure
16 wor king with you as a coll eague these | ast two

17 years, and | look forward to the direction you are
18 going to take our comm ssion, so, yeah, | am proud
19 to support.

20 CHAI RMVAN FAY: G eat.

21 kay. Wth that, show unani nous support for
22 Conmm ssioner La Rosa to be recognized as a two-year
23 term begi nning in January 2nd of 2024.

24 Comm ssioner La Rosa, | will just add ny

25 conments, because | amChair, | get to do that at
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1 the end here. But really, for ne, it was a matter
2 of when you were originally put up for the
3 position, that you nentioned in your interview how
4 you had a conversation with your famly, to make
5 what was the right decision for you, your famly
6 and the State in serving in the public sector,
7 making this transition. | know that was tough to
8 do, but you picked your whole famly up and noved
9 t hem here because you wanted to be close to the
10 Comm ssion and be engaged in that |evel, and | just
11 have so nuch respect for that.
12 | also think your kids now play in a very
13 conpetitive football |eague up here in North
14 Florida, and so | don't knowif that's a good thing
15 or a bad thing. But you changed a |lot of your life
16 and your world to nmake sure that, you know, you
17 were here to be a part of this role, and so |
18 respect that a | ot, and appreciate you stepping up
19 to serve in this role in 2024. And like
20 Comm ssioner Gaham | amjust glad | don't have do
21 it anynore, so | look forward to you taking that
22 role.
23 So Comm ssioners, with that, we will nove into
24 our Agenda today, unless, Comm ssioner La Rosa, you
25 wanted to add sonme comments today.
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1 COM SSI ONER LA ROSA:  Sure. | will just -- |

2 wi Il just kind of say sonething very quickly --

3 CHAI RMAN FAY: Sure. (o ahead.

4 COW SSI ONER LA RCSA:  -- and, you know, to

5 say thank you to, you know, all of you for giving

6 me this opportunity and, you know, giving ne the

7 al l owance to lead this comm ssion. Each one your

8 words very hunbling. Thank you. You know, |

9 certainly can't say it enough.

10 | would say this, is that, you know, | always
11 preach that, you know, the Lord sets us on a path,
12 and sonetines it's not your plan, or nmaybe it's

13 not, you know, what you were thinking, or maybe

14 it's not even, you know, what you want to do 100

15 percent, or maybe even it's not even sonething you
16 t hought coul d you achieve. You know, for ne it was
17 public service. It was a card that | was dealt

18 that | never thought was in -- was in ny stack, and
19 it was. And | try to renenber that every day as |
20 do this job.

21 So I know we've got a very inportant year to
22 finish up. | look forward to, obviously, talking a
23 little nore in the January neeting, and just have
24 to comment on what Conm ssioner Gahamsaid. It's
25 really good to have good peopl e that got your back.
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1 You four, and especially Ana and Christina, | don't
2 know what Ana said, but apparently it worked. So,
3 you know, | couldn't do this job without them and
4 they are truly the tip of the spear in ny office,
5 and so | nuch appreciate themin hel ping me kind of
6 get bal anced to do this job, and do it the right
7 way.
8 Thank you all.
9 CHAI RMAN FAY: Great. Thank you, Conm ssioner
10 La Rosa.
11 Wth that, Comm ssioners, we will just do a
12 formal vote just to nmake sure that we are clear on
13 the record.
14 So all that approve for Conm ssioner La Rosa
15 to serve as a Chair in a two-year term say aye.
16 (Chorus of ayes.)
17 CHAI RMAN FAY: W th that, show the unani nous
18 adopti on.
19 (Agenda item concl uded.)
20
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