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PROCEEDI NGS

2 CHAI RVAN LA RCSA: Al right. W wll nove on
3 to Item No. 4. Before we do that, thank you,
4 staff. | know that that's certainly a lot of hard
5 wor k behind the scenes. You know, nornmally when we
6 cone to Agenda, there is, you know, we tee up for
7 what's on the agenda a few weeks prior to and, of
8 course, have our briefings and so forth, and | know
9 the last two itens were probably nonths in the
10 maki ng. And thank you all, and | know we had --
11 our office had multiple briefings on it, so thank
12 you all for your hard work and nice to see a fina
13 product com ng at us today, so thank you.
14 Wth that, | wll allow those com ng before us
15 and | look for ny schedule for ny Agenda in front
16 of ne, solet's -- noving on to Item No. 4.
17 M5. DI KE: Good afternoon, Conmi ssioners. M
18 nane is Caroline Dike with the Comm ssion's Ofice
19 of Ceneral Counsel.
20 Item No. 4 is staff's recomendati on
21 concerning the petition for declaratory statenent
22 regarding Rule 25-6.049, Florida Adm nistrative
23 Code, by a 1150 WHG LLC.
24 1150 WHG, LLC, as the petitioner, is
25 requesting that the Conm ssion declare the property
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1 at issue qualifies for the grandfather exception to
2 Rul e 25-6.049.
3 Staff recommends that the petitioner's
4 requested decl aratory statenent shoul d be denied,
5 and that the petition nust use individual netering
6 on its property.
7 As explained nore fully in the recommendati on,
8 staff believes that the Comm ssion should adhere to
9 the plain | anguage of the rule and Conmm ssi on
10 precedent to establish that petitioner does not
11 qualify for the grandfather exception to the rule.
12 Jack Boyajian and Chris Horton of 1150 WHG are
13 present. Ml col m Means and Jordan W1l ians of
14 Tanpa El ectric Conpany are present, and staff is
15 avai |l abl e for questi ons.
16 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: Thank you, Ms. Dike.
17 M. Boyajian, am| saying that correct?
18 MR. BOYAJI AN:  Yes, Chairman.
19 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: And, M. Horton, it's ny
20 under st andi ng that you guys would |i ke to address
21 us.
22 MR, HORTON. Correct, Chairman. And thank you
23 both to the Comm ssion and the staff for all your
24 time and work on this, and considering this
25 petition for declaratory statenent.
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1 W are here today on behalf of 1150 WHG LLC,
2 seeking exactly what Ms. Di ke just requested, which
3 Is that this conm ssion | ook at the plain | anguage
4 of the grandfather clause that is at issue and
5 grant a declaratory statenent in favor of WHG
6 stating that they fall within the grandfather
7 cl ause.
8 Were we differ is in the fact that we don't
9 believe that TECO or the staff is reading sinply
10 the plain | anguage of the grandfather clause. W
11 believe that their interpretation is reading into
12 t he grandfather clause | anguage that does not exi st
13 within the rule, specifically Rule 25-6.049. W
14 urge the Conm ssion to |look at the rule and
15 consi der the plain | anguage.
16 Al'l of the parties that are here before the
17 Conm ssion today agree that the plain | anguage is
18 what the Comm ssion should base its ruling upon
19 today. Where we differ is in what that plain
20 | anguage says.
21 The plain | anguage specifically says that
22 I ndi vidual netering required for each separate --
23 Is required for separate, each separate occupancy
24 unit of a new residential building, which is what
25 this property is. This property is a residenti al
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1 bui |l di ng, 224 units in Wnter Haven, Florida.

2 However, individual netering is not required

3 I f the property falls within one of the exceptions.

4 The exceptions within the rule are either the

5 gr andf at her cl ause, which is at issued today, or

6 one of the other enunerated exceptions follow ng

7 t he grandfat her clause. Those enunerated

8 exceptions include a hotel or notel, which is what

9 this resident -- what this property used to be.

10 This property was built pursuant to a permt
11 issued in 1971. It was constructed and finished in
12 1973. Since that date, it has operated

13 continuously as a master netered property. It was
14 operating continuously as a hotel and notel until
15 recently, when WHG purchased the property and

16 converted it to workforce housing.

17 That conversion is near conplete and about to
18 go to market. And that is why we are here before
19 t he Conmm ssi on.

20 The grandfat her cl ause expressly states that a
21 property is grandfathered under the naster netering
22 and does not have to conply w th individual

23 metering if two things are net. One, the

24 construction permt was issued before January 1st,
25 1981. Check. That applies here. The property was
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1 built pursuant to a permt issued before 1981.

2 The second provision and requirenent is that

3 the unit receives master netering continuously

4 since January 1st, 1981. Again, check. That

5 applies here. Nobody is disputing that this

6 property has been continuously master netered since

7 1981, and goi ng back to 1973.

8 The -- TECO and the staff wants this

9 comm ssion to then read into that plain |anguage

10 that | just covered additional |anguage that does
11 not exist within the rule, specifically the staff
12 and TECO want this comm ssion to consider that the
13 change fromthe occupancy use as a notel or hotel
14 to a residential property has sonehow now renoved
15 this property fromany of the exceptions within the
16 master netering that apply on a permt master

17 netering and now nmake it an individual netered

18 property.

19 Quite frankly, that does not exist within the
20 rule, and it doesn't exist within preexisting

21 precedence set by this comm ssion.

22 The staff and TECO relied on prior precedence,
23 and all of that prior precedence concerns changing
24 a property fromindividual netering back to naster
25 nmetering. That's not at issue here. W are not
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1 attenpting to do that. W are sinply attenpting to
2 t ake advantage of why this rule, this grandfather
3 |l aws was first inplenmented by the Conm ssion. And
4 what is that purpose and intent? That purpose and
5 intent is to avoid having to force property owners
6 to retroactively conply with the rule and the costs
7 associ ated with those changes.
8 And so as we sit here today, we are sinply
9 urging the Conm ssion to read the plain | anguage of
10 the rule and to foll ow the purpose and intent
11 that's been set forth by precedence by this
12 comm ssion in prior hearings and deci sions.
13 There are sone other | matters that | would
14 just briefly like to address that were raised by
15 both TECO and then -- and then raised by the staff
16 in its nmenorandum Those two matters are, first,
17 that the property owner here, 1150 WHG LLC, seeks
18 to, in sonme formor nmanner, serve as its own
19 utility. 1t does not. And we would stipulate to
20 that. Al it seeks to do is to continue to naster
21 neter the property in the manner that is was
22 previ ously master netered.
23 There is a change in the way, then, that bills
24 are going to be sent, because this is a residenti al
25 unit owner. That's set forth within our petition.
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1 It's set forth within the affidavit, and our
2 different filings. But the owner does not seek to
3 serve as a utility owner here. It is not seeking
4 to serve in the shoes of TECO
5 The second i ssue that was brought up, and
6 concern that was brought up, revolved around the
7 eventual potential installation of solar energy on
8 this property. And that's not before the
9 Comm ssion. That was sonething that was nenti oned
10 in passing in our initial petition as to future
11 pl ans for energy conservation on this property.
12 That is not currently being done. It is not
13 currently -- it will be done in the future, but
14 when 1150 WHG, LLC, goes and perforns that work and
15 decides to install solar on this property in
16 what ever formor fashion it decides to do that, it
17 will conply with the rules and regul ations set
18 forth in the state of Florida at that tine.
19 And | believe ny client had sone renarks he
20 wanted to make as well.
21 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: Ckay.
22 MR. BOYAJI AN: Thank you, M. Chairman and
23 Conmi ssi oners.
24 As M. Horton was explaining, we did acquire
25 this property back in Novenber of 2022, and we did
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1 submt plans to the Gty. And in those plans, it
2 was clear that we were going to install individua
3 panel s in each of these units.
4 These are -- this is a small -- small units,
5 about 463 square feet for a one-bedroom and about
6 620 square feet for a two-bedroom It is workforce
7 housing. It's located in the City of Wnter Haven
8 near downt own.
9 The -- TECO was aware that we were going to do
10 the panel installations in each of these units.
11 And during an audit back in January, follow ng our
12 acquisition in 2023, TECO representatives were
13 there. They even wote in subnetering was going to
14 be used. And what we were using subnetering for
15 was to essentially extend the intent of not only
16 this rule, but also conservation neasures
17 generally. W could easily include electric in our
18 rent paynents, but it doesn't engender conservation
19 by i ndividual tenants, because they don't have any
20 consequence to leaving the lights on when they
21 | eave.
22 I f you subneter it and you basically extend
23 that use to their individual bills on a nonthly
24 basis, they will generally conserve. And | think
25 that's in the rule as well, as another option to
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10

1 extend the conservation effort that | think the

2 rule is intended to do.

3 Qur goal is not to make noney on that. CQur

4 goal is to sinply pass along that cost, and

5 essentially engender that conservation.

6 In January of '23, we continued to work

7 t hrough our process. And in July, when we had a

8 visit fromTECO to tal k about extending the

9 services into an area of the property that was not
10 -- actually has been dormant for several years,

11 this matter canme up directly from TECO sayi ng,

12 wel |, you know, we think you should be individually
13 metered directly with our transforners.

14 It was -- it was all new. W had al ready

15 spent all the noney to extend that services from

16 the master netering all the way to the individual

17 units, and we sinply did not have any way of going
18 back and redoi ng that work except for expending a
19 ot of time and a | ot of noney in doing that.

20 The other problemw th unit nmetering right now
21 is the industry is suffering from an extended

22 period of tine. You can't get neters directly for
23 I ndi vidual netering for essentially a year out. So
24 you -- even if we wanted to do the netering, we

25 can't do it tonmorrow. It would be probably
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11

1 sonetine later this year.
2 So it would be a trenendous financial burden
3 to the project, nmaking it alnost not viable to
4 continue if this was attenpted to be done, if we
5 had to go back and individually neter these units
6 at this tine.
7 The future project mght be able to be done
8 because it -- we haven't wred those -- that
9 property yet. It's approximately a third of the
10 total site. But nonethel ess, the current situation
11 with the master netering is what we were relying
12 on, and relying on the actual wording, as M.
13 Horton expl ained, as to the sinple | anguage that
14 exi sts there.
15 We believe we are exenpt, and we hope the
16 Conmmi ssi on agr ees.
17 Thank you.
18 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA:  Thank you.
19 Commi ssi oners, are there any questions or
20 t hought s?
21 TECO, any conmments or rebuttal ?
22 MR. MEANS:. Sure. Thank you, M. Chairman.
23 Tanpa Electric agrees with and supports the
24 interpretation of the rule set out in the staff
25 recommendation. And the conpany's goal throughout
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12

1 this whol e process has just been to conply with
2 your rule, and we stand ready to help the
3 petitioner cone into conpliance.
4 Thank you.
5 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: Al right. Comm ssioners,
6 now it's our turn. Any thoughts -- comments or
7 t hought s?
8 COMM SSI ONER CLARK: | have a coupl e of
9 guesti ons.
10 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: Conmi ssioner Cark, you are
11 recogni zed.
12 COW SSI ONER CLARK: Just a coupl e of
13 guestions. Wen you apply -- | assune you are
14 still in the construction process right now. You
15 haven't taken over -- we haven't -- you don't have
16 occupants yet?
17 MR, BOYAJIAN. We do not. W are ready to
18 accept occupants, though.
19 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  You are ready to accept
20 occupant s.
21 MR. BOYAJI AN.  Yeah.
22 COW SSI ONER CLARK: Ckay. In the process of
23 acquiring the building, did you have to go through
24 the building permtting process? D d you have to
25 get a permt?
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13

1 MR. BOYAJI AN W did.

2 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Ckay. And you submtted

3 pl ans accordingly with that permt to the building

4 departnent and they were approved?

5 MR. BOYAJI AN. We did. And the master

6 meter -- use of the master neter was clearly in

7 t hose pl ans.

8 There is a question as to whether or not the

9 subnetering was in those plans or not. But again,
10 the subnetering is only a way to inpl enent

11 conservation. W could easily include a portion of
12 the estimated utility and electric, but we chose to
13 not only subnmeter the electric, but also the water,
14 hot water and cold water is also subnetered, and we
15 are using a conpany called Think Utilities out of
16 Cl earwater to do those readi ngs and then issue

17 t hose paynent -- issue those bills for those

18 servi ces.

19 COMW SSI ONER CLARK: M. Means, did your

20 conpany advi se the owners ahead of the process that
21 this was not going to be all owed?

22 MR, MEANS: Conmm ssioner, ny understandi ng of
23 the tineline is, yes, a Tanpa Electric

24 representative did visit the property in January of
25 2023, but the purpose of that visit was to conduct
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a comrercial energy audit. And the petitioner
actual ly attached that audit report to their
response -- their reply to our filing this docket.
And it clearly states that the purpose of it is to
advi se on energy efficiency prograns that nmay be
avail able for the property.

And as the petitioner indicated, a person from
our electric delivery departnment did visit the
property last sumrer and indicated that individual
netering was required under the rule.

COW SSI ONER CLARK:  When we tal k about
I ndi vidual netering, | understand froma typica
concept how that works. Has there been any
consultation with the parties -- | understand your
di l emma, and apparently there is sone
m scommuni cation as to how this has transpired and
how we got to this point. But have we tried to
resolve this in any way? There's -- you said it
cost a-mllion-and-a-half, | nean, you can subneter
a panel box with a CT a whole | ot cheaper than, you
know, a-mllion-and-a-half-dollars for 200 of these
t hi ngs.

Has there been any conprom se with the utility
to install sonme sort of CT device at each subpane

in the apartnent, read those and actually do the
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1 billing on an individual basis?
2 MR HORTON: So | think I can answer that, and
3 Jack and TECO m ght be able to chine in as well.
4 But fromthe standpoint of prior to ny
5 i nvol venent, the property owner was reaching out to
6 TECO trying to resolve this. | got involved and
7 al so attenpted to reach out and resolve this.
8 Not hi ng has, quite frankly, gained any traction.
9 We haven't gotten any word back from TECO well,
10 will you consider this? WIIl you consider these
11 ot her options? W have just had radio silence
12 until we showed up here today, quite frankly.
13 MR, MEANS: M. Conm ssioner, | would strongly
14 di spute the characterization as radio silence. W
15 have been in regul ar conmuni cation with the
16 petitioner since early last year, md | ast year.
17 In fact, | think there are comuni cati ons goi ng on
18 ri ght now outside of these proceedings with the
19 conpany.
20 And as | nentioned, our goal throughout this
21 entire process has just been to follow the rule.
22 And there is clearly a dispute over the
23 interpretation of the rule, but we think that staff
24 got it right, and that's the interpretati on we have
25 been follow ng throughout this entire process.
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1 COMM SSI ONER CLARK: |I'mgoing to lean with
2 staff on the interpretation of the rule. | don't
3 think -- that's -- there is no -- no -- there is no
4 real problemthere with nme, but | do think that
5 there is resolution to this on both sides that can
6 be net that both parties cone together and find a
7 way to conduct the netering.
8 | assunme you have no intention of billing the
9 customer direct. You are not fixing to try to play
10 the role of a utility, | assunme?
11 MR. BOYAJI AN. None at all, your -- none at
12 al | .
13 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Are you planning to
14 contract with a third-party to do this?
15 MR, BOYAJI AN. We are. W have. That was
16 that Think Utility conpany that | was nmentioning in
17 Clearwater. They installed the neters -- they
18 installed the devices that read the neters that we
19 install, and they then bill the individual tenants.
20 It's conpletely outside of our involvenent.
21 COW SSI ONER CLARK: Wl l, there was no
22 consideration to just -- you nentioned earlier
23 wapping this into their rental -- into the renta
24 rate. | get that doesn't in any way enforce
25 conservation, but in |ight of spending another
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1 mllion-and-a-half to finish this up, is that a
2 consi deration?
3 MR, BOYAJI AN.  We have, Conm ssioner. W have
4 t hought about that, and that still is an option.
5 But | think the difficulty with that is, at the
6 nmonent, | think TECO s insistence is that
7 i ndi vidual -- these units have to be individually
8 netered. And so even the option of including rent
9 -- inthe rent, the electric use is not on the
10 table, as far as | understand, so --
11 And when we started out, subnetering wasn't --
12 was consi dered an option. It wasn't an absol ute.
13 But it eventually nade a | ot of sense, because it
14 does engender the conservation, and not just for
15 electric, but also for water. And, of course, the
16 City owns the water utility, and they are very
17 happy that we are doing the individual netering.
18 And so | think -- and the permtting was for
19 residential use. It was zoned for residential to
20 begin with. It was allowed, it was an all owabl e
21 use, so we didn't really think of -- that this is
22 waggi ng to be nuch of a problemat all.
23 In fact, many of the tenants there were using
24 it as primary permanent tenants when we purchased
25 the property. It had been originally a Holiday
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1 Inn. It was well-known. And then over the years
2 it kind of becane a different type of use, of notel
3 use nore than hotels, but --
4 And it is true that we have been working with
5 TECOto try to get this resolved, even as recently
6 as last nonth were actively | ooking at options that
7 we can use, you know, utilize. But ultimately,
8 what we need to do is open the property, because
9 housing is extrenely, extrenely scarce in the area,
10 and we offer a workforce housing at a rental rate
11 that, really, our conpetitors can't provide because
12 we have very efficient smaller units, and that's
13 what the need is right now
14 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Well, | conmend you on
15 the devel opnent process. | think it's a fantastic
16 repurposing of a building, and I think that's what
17 we should be doing in a lot of conmmunities today.
18 | do understand the dilema. And, again,
19 think that froma strict interpretation of the
20 rule, | think that staff is probably correct here.
21 But | do want to say, | would strongly
22 encourage -- | nean, there is a way to figure this
23 out that benefits both parties, and | would
24 strongly encourage the utility to nake sone
25 considerations toward getting this thing resol ved
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1 for us.

2 MR. MEANS. Thank you, Conmmi ssioner. And if

3 that's the direction we get fromthe Conmm ssion

4 today, we are happy to do that. Again, we just are

5 trying to followthe rule as we read it, and we

6 read it to require individual netering, so that's

7 just our, you know, has been our goal throughout

8 t he process.

9 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: Conmi ssioners, any further
10 t houghts or comment s?

11 Commi ssi oner Graham you are recogni zed.

12 COW SSI ONER GRAHAM  Thank you, M. Chairman.
13 | get the fear the staff and the utility about
14 you guys creating your own utility. How about this
15 third-party? You said they can actually neter

16 what's going -- what each individual unit is using,
17 and then how are they billed? Is it just a

18 percentage of the entire nmaster neter or --

19 MR, BOYAJIAN. No. The neter -- | amsorry,
20 Commi ssioner, | didn't mean to interrupt your

21 questi on.

22 The netering cal cul ates how nmany kil owatt

23 hours are used between a certain date of tinme, and
24 then the utility gets a copy of our bill and sees
25 the cost per kilowatt hour, and basically bills
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1 that particul ar tenant based on that average

2 kil owatt cost.

3 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: When you say the utility,

4 you nean the third-party provider?

5 MR. BOYAJIAN. I'msorry. Think Uility,

6 that's what | was saying. Think Uility is that

7 third-party provider.

8 COMM SSI ONER GRAHAM  Now, are they just

9 charging at the rate that TECO charges, or is there
10 a profit built into this?

11 MR. BOYAJIAN: No, there is no -- no, not at
12 all. They get a copy of our invoice from TECO and
13 t hey know what we are paying her kilowatt hour, and
14 t hey know that you, as a tenant, m ght have used,
15 you know, X anpunt of kilowatt hours for that tine
16 period, and that's what they base their

17 cal cul ati ons on.

18 At the end kilowatt hours, we are not going to
19 recovery 100 percent because there is a certain

20 amount of kilowatt hours that are used for common
21 areas, vacant units, and so forth.

22 But the individual tenant is only billed for
23 the anmount of tinme -- the anmount of use that they
24 have based on our average cost. W don't make any
25 profits.
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1 COMW SSI ONER GRAHAM  Now, when you cane
2 forward with this workforce housing, did you
3 approach the Cty or the County, like, for their
4 participation in helping you build it?
5 MR. BOYAJI AN: Yes. They assisted with sone
6 concessions that allowed us to do so.
7 And as a devel oper, | can -- | can, you know,
8 tell this conmm ssioner -- conmmission, that we -- it
9 is very difficult to justify this type of
10 restoration and renovation. It cones down to
11 literally the last dollar. And | -- | -- | would
12 just say that | -- you are obviously going to
13 decide on the interpretation of this rule. But I
14 can tell you that if this were required of every
15 repur posed hotel that was built in the "70s in this
16 type of fashion, the '60s, the "70s -- it's a great
17 use, | agree request Conmm ssioner Clark. This is a
18 fantastic reuse of this type of property -- it's
19 going to inpact the incentive for devel opers to do
20 this.
21 It's very costly. And | amnot sure it's
22 necessary. It mght be better to establish that if
23 you do this, you nust do sone kind of subnetering
24 so that that conservation effort and the intent of
25 this rule is applied, but w thout the cost,
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1 especially given that it doesn't look like it's
2 goi ng to change very nuch, but the supply chain of
3 getting these neters is just inpossible. It's
4 literally years to get these neters.
5 COMW SSI ONER GRAHAM Wl |, it's interesting
6 that we have been dealing with, seens |ike, rules
7 all day today. And it's funny how | have heard
8 people throw out that we can just waive the rule
9 sort of thing. So you can't change the dec
10 statenent, because it is what it is.
11 MR. BOYAJI AN.  Sure.
12 COW SSI ONER GRAHAM  But that doesn't nean
13 that you guys can't cone to an understandi ng,
14 because there has got to be a confort |evel that
15 TECO cones to, that, you know, you are not going to
16 be, quote/unquote, running your own utility.
17 But | do understand from being from|loca
18 gover nnent how these things can incentivize and how
19 peopl e want nore and nore wor kforce housing. So |
20 t hi nk my suggestion would be, and | think as
21 Commi ssioner Clark said earlier, for you guys to
22 kind of work this thing out, and maybe the sol ution
23 Is to cone back and see -- | ook for sone sort of
24 rul e wai ver or sonmething along that l[ine. And | am
25 not, by any neans, saying that that's going to
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1 happen. | amjust saying, if there is sone kind of
2 agreenent that cones through, because | would hate
3 to see this project not nove forward.
4 CHAI RVAN LA ROSA:  Conmmi ssioners, any further
5 t hought s or questions?
6 Conmi ssi oner O ark.
7 COW SSI ONER CLARK: | do have one nore
8 question for M. Means, and you triggered this
9 t hought process when you -- typically, when neter a
10 comm ssi oner devel opnent of this type, you have got
11 a demand -- you have got a commercial rate, demand
12 energy conponents that are separate, and | amnot a
13 big fan of these third-party wheels that are
14 i nvol ved here, but is this Think conpany, do you --
15 are they going to be billing them at your
16 residential rate, or are they going to be basically
17 dividing the kilowatt hours used by the bil
18 getting a much nore kilowatt hour charge, | would
19 assune that commercial woul d pay, as opposed to
20 residential, and billing themon that comrerci al
21 rate?
22 MR, MEANS:. Commi ssioner Clark, that's ny
23 understanding, is that the property will be billed
24 at the master nmeter at a commercial rate, and then
25 each customer will be allocated their portion of
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1 that overall the usage. And as we pointed out in
2 our filing, and as staff noted in the
3 recommendation, that creates a potential rate
4 design issue, as you are highlighting.
5 COMM SSI ONER CLARK: It's definitely an equity
6 I ssue for residential custonmers. | did not
7 understand that. GCkay. Thank you.
8 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: Any thoughts, questions?
9 Commi ssi oner Passi donpb, you are recogni zed.
10 COMW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Thank you, M.
11 Chai r man.
12 Il wll just be brief. This is just a
13 situation that | think we've all kind of -- you
14 know, as Commi ssioner Clark said, this is where we
15 are kind of stuck with the rule and the
16 interpretation, | agree with staff's interpretation
17 of the grandfather exception and its applicability
18 here. But it's frustrating that, because we want
19 this to work out, and, like, | am encouraged by
20 your repurposing of this building for workforce
21 housing. W really need that in the state, so,
22 yeah, you know, again, | just would -- reiterating
23 too that there is sonme solution that can be nmade
24 here. But as far as where we are with the rule, |
25 think we are kind of stuck. That's ny
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1 i nterpretation.
2 MR HORTON:. And | would just like to note
3 that | don't think the Conm ssion is technically
4 stuck wwth the rule here. You are not stuck
5 between a rock and hard place. W don't dis -- we
6 don't agree with the staff's interpretation of the
7 rul e.
8 If you | ook at the rule, it does not include
9 any | anguage, and there is no precedence set forth
10 by this conmm ssion whereby the really includes
11 | anguage that if there is a change from one
12 exception to another, that you are now
13 automatically out of any of the exceptions, you
14 fall back in individual netering, and you have to
15 conply with additional individual netering. The
16 rul e doesn't state that.
17 And so | would just urge, again, the
18 Commi ssion -- | know the staff does a fantastic
19 job. | have, you know, worked with themin the
20 past. They do an awesone job on everything that
21 they do here. But in this situation, | think the
22 interpretationis alittle off, and I think we are
23 reading into the rule |anguage that does not exist.
24 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA:  Thank you.
25 So | am a huge proponent of affordable
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1 housi ng, workforce housi ng, any opportunity to
2 bring housing to those that either cannot afford or
3 are just stuck in a position where they are trying
4 to build up.
5 So | think that was ny first conment when |
6 sat dowmn with staff, is that the state of Florida
7 needs nore of this. But | had to be kind of
8 refined into what | had in front of nme, and
9 real i zed what our rules are, and how we ultinmately
10 i nterpret our rules.
11 | think this probably gives good cause to
12 maybe | ook deeper into how this rule is set up, but
13 that's not what's before us today. So | don't know
14 that -- | don't know that we have anynore questions
15 for staff, or for any of the parties before us, so
16 I will open the floor for a notion.
17 COW SSI ONER GRAHAM  Move staff.
18 COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Second.
19 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: Seeing a notion to nove
20 staff's recomendati on, seeing a second.
21 Al those in favor signify by saying aye.
22 (Chorus of ayes.)
23 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: Opposed no.
24 (No response.)
25 CHAI RVAN LA ROSA: Show that the item passes
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as suggested by staff.

Al right. Conmm ssioners, it's been a |ong
day, so |l won't -- | won't say any nore.

Seeing no further business before us, see that
today's Agenda Conference is adjourned.

Thank you.

(Agenda item concl uded.)
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