
Charlie Smith 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Office of Commissioner Passidomo Smith 
Friday, January 24, 2025 8:05 AM 
Commissioner Correspondence 

Docket No. 20240032 

CORRESPONDENCE 
1/24/2025 
DOCUMENT NO. 00425-2025 

RE: Docket#20240032-SU; RE Docket #202240032-SU; Fw: Why We Don't Want a Low
Pressure System 6; RE. Docket #20240032-SU; Docket #20240032-SU 

Please place the attached in Docket No. 20240032. 

Thank you! 
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Charlie Smith

From: rebecca newman <mswconch@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2025 4:27 PM
To: Records Clerk
Cc: Office of Chairman La Rosa; Office of Commissioner Clark; Office of Commissioner 

Passidomo Smith; Office of Commissioner Graham; Office of Commissioner Fay
Subject: RE: Docket#20240032-SU

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking 
links, especially from unknown senders. 
 
 
 Hello, my name is Rebecca Newman and the address I am writing of concern is 23 Palm Dr, Placida, Florida 33946. My 
home is located on Palm Island, also known as Don Pedro Island.  My email address is mswconch@gmail.com.  
 
I was notified a private, for‐profit, utility company was requesting to install a central sewer service system on Don Pedro 
Island where my home listed above is located.  
 
As a home owner I  do not understand how this could happen without due diligence. 
 
1. To my knowledge there are no recent studies or testing completed on our island indicating a need for this central 
water sewer system.   
 
2. And of more concern there has not been a bidding process to allow other businesses to submit their proposals to 
install.  This is a very large and expensive project, how can one, for profit company, be provided the ok to proceed. And 
why is this a for‐profit business. Shouldn’t the local government be providing this service, if needed, to the local 
residents. Isn’t water services considered a right of every person with restrictions of profit being considered? 
 
This company EU lacks the experience of owning and installing a wastewater utility company. My understanding is EU 
wants to install a low‐pressure system which Charlotte County won’t install anymore due to needed excessive 
maintenance, which leads to excessive cost.   
 
Our island has protected animals and very delicate eco‐systems.  Shouldn’t more research and information be provided 
before any company is allowed to proceed?  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter,  
 
Rebecca Newman  
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Charlie Smith

From: James Onufrak <jonufrak@aol.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2025 11:42 AM
To: Records Clerk
Cc: Lilly Onufrak; Office of Chairman La Rosa; Office of Commissioner Clark; Office of 

Commissioner Passidomo Smith; Office of Commissioner Graham; Office of 
Commissioner Fay

Subject: RE Docket #202240032-SU

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments 
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

To Whom it may concern, 
 
My name is Jim Onufrak, 17 Palm Drive - Palm Island resident. 
 
I am writing to let you know we do not want the sewer system installed on Palm Island for a multitude 
of reasons including the individual wanting to install the system has no experience and will most likely 
collect our money and has no intention of even starting this project. 
 
 
 
 



From: 
Sent: 

James Onufrak <jonufrak@aol.com> 
Wednesday, January 22, 2025 5:01 PM 

To: Office of Commissioner Clark; Office of Commissioner Fay; Office of Commissioner Graham; Office of Chairman La Rosa; Office of 
Commissioner Passidomo Smith; Lilly Onufrak 

Subject: Fw: Why We Don't Want a Low-Pressure System 6 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from 
unknown senders. 

All, 

We are at 17 Palm Drive and do not support the sewer system. Earlier today I mentioned the lack of integrity and character of the 
person proposing the project. 

Here are additional reasons 

----- Forwarded Message ---
From: Palm Island Estates <pie@palmislandestates.org> 
To: Jim & Lilly Onufrak <jonufrak@aol.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2025 at 04:55:51 PM EST 
Subject: Why We Don't Want a Low-Pressure System • 

View this email in your browser 
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Why we Don't Want 
a Low-Pressure 
system 
BJ is pmposing a lcw-jlfessure 

smer sysltm. It i,; the least 

desiralll!>s"""' system avaiable. 

• o,,,. *' 19 mamon- oosts. ChallatR County h~s stDp,e,I in.aal11111 new~•111• .,.._. •nlK$ it is thl! l;ast pc,Hibll! opliol<. 
• County data !lhows thalaw prn51H •-• •yslll!ms ...trillulR dispn,polbMtly., _.tpills: o.sp;. mal!ing III only~ of 9'P OIMl!y's .- sy._ lheJ ~ n •pclftlillle to, over 51'h llf .U ~ splls. 



1 Low Pfessure Systems Leak 
From.2017througt, ~ 2024. C~ County dalil !lhaws llal ta..,_ ~haw spA,d- 4 Million ~dseoage. 22% oft-,, spills. 8311.748 galmi. haw bn:llheirway inla oorwaterways. These ,nas....., 5'Jil9 alfaciour 50il, wallerquaily. 10tiif1t., ptants 
aoooverallecosysem. 

Reported Spills 60 35 40 46 63 151 65 

Gallons Spilled 389,750 111,743 210,325 629,720 1,279,618 547,017 169,554 

Gallons Entering 89,430 29,622 168,950 182,270 88,882 88,882 26,500 
Waterways 

Average Spill 6,496 3,193 5,258 13,690 20,311 3,623 2,609 

Named Storms Irma Elsa Ian tdalia 

·-.lftl', ca,fa lllr!ll,gl> 10'2W24 

High Cost for Home Owners 

Low IJll!!l!llnsew!!f 5ysl!!msill!11!!1}' 0051lyfortlle llomecw,ner. \lllanttn ..,_.h<M rruchtis i!. all going lo OD!II\IUU? Qk* ...,Ip lffln 1M,,..., ,mt> 



They Break More Than other Sewrer Types 

NlCOfdingtodillllfromChar1olleCourtydala,lawpn!55!R..,._.syslemscontziluledispn:lpcrlionalyfD-•pls.~--. .. -'Y2:Mafhoountv"•-~s.lheJ----•-~afll,.-Ws,ih. 

Source of 
Sewer 
Overflow 

Air Release Valve 

Vacuum Pod 

Gravity Line 

Force Maln 

Manhole 

Lift Station 

Other 

Total 

3 

0 0 

1 1 

s 7 

8 6 

15 14 

0 0 

62 63 

4 4 12 4.78% 

0 0 0 0.00% 

1 0 3 1.20% 

8 13 33 13.15% 

2 1 17 6.77% 

10 17 56 22.31% 

0 0 0 0.00% 

63 63 251 100.00% 
... _.._.. __ ~ ... , - - - -

• s,,.,_ Equ......,tlifl!spai: The,a~ ail"" fle islalld •igoificanlv"'410eS the ~of """'pres,Mn"""""'.aysll!m~. 1t:091Dnque,,.t ,epac:a,eo-r.l irn.TI!ased Nnl!l1lllllCE! com. 
• ligh MiinlNance Riequiretnents: Purll)S and ah< rnecllanEal pans in a~ symm ~ regii:arsenrii:in,I and repas. llllicltcan Ill, ch.llenpg ancl C0541y in a '""""41!, llllastal comn>Unily. 
• Vulnerability During Stor111s: ~e ......, SIJ!lems all! highly su5<ll!pible ID failJl1! dllring s1Dnns or luricanes. lea'l'in,I 1hP ~ Mhout IU!lclianal - manavm,entwhell ~ i> needed mos!. 
• l'oftr ~ TheSU)'SSfl!i n!IJCIII eledricilytnfundioo, macing !hem prone lo outlges dlP!g _,_.,,... events, iequiring llaclq, s,stem&or eme,gen<l1 -· 

70% 



Environmental Rislls 

lighoo"laak Probabilill: C...lral sewer ~slems cerry a greal!r riskolll!abCClfllllBred lo individual 9!!fllic-,st,ms. palenlialJ iff11'1C1ing larger areas ...i"""" properties. 

Gll!ab!r ~ llscha19e in lul<s: P-sysloms ca,-~~ more sewage durqi a - can.,....t to i,allily<>r ~ 5}5b!ms, """'11g tllarger....,.,eanlaminalion. 
Y-osiblo ;md _,, Risk,;: IAel!sbt pn!55'8'izll!ds,slom>can ,e,uti, smalgoysen; af.._ ... _,.,, seep ,nlnealedinlo1he.-,cl, camliminm,g5Diland g~---..-lh• ,roblenL 
Ell'fflllllllelll C-.-:Thepobmtial lar-aks ilpressurizm systernspoeesaseri<>usheal1Dlh• -· ~ ~--qualily, and sum>~ llaliilal5. 
Eoolauiaal lrnpa,:t Om imp,~. whicll suppalsdiweBewildlife-1 pliri 5jJl!Cies. codd suffer--...,__ even mina .... and Iha infraslruchft ,...- farlcM pressur,, .54!Wl!I sysllem5-

• P111Jlic 1151th Hazanls: leaksftum pressurized sysie1DS can imraducehamwl pajhogons inblhe emliroomorll, muslng Ille risl< afheallh muesfur.....i.nts anchoildlife. 

Septicity: In sea9DllillaJl'llllllmie5, kM-Jre55ure ,,,,_. .,..-,can !ead Ill polanged periods--·- stagnantf:nforoo, mails. This eidended rellelllianlane canoeusetlle """"II" ID bacameseplic,. rasultillg in u"""'5nador5. """""ion of~ and 
palen1ial e,wironmenlal IXIIICC!m&. 

Intrusive to Penonal Property 

AA:cess: Fa anyn,poin; or~ to-Ille grinder pump, ullly.,.,_,, are required la go anlo homeawnei's-1JID do~~-may ra5<11111 sewage spi'"'1g ...,,,gardens or lawns.Acaess may also JIJ1M! pmblE!lllaliGifh!reaiedagsorallerdillk. (Al 
gravity and vacuum.,._. illfrastructme Ison l)Ul*:land ,o no"""""" is requied.) 

• Eo--: H..,_...,, an,requinld la ...,p1irg;,,e up apalentially 11;·-pa111111raug110... pq,orlylD the.....,. compay. This means you can l1C!ll'l!fboul uda an,t,i1g on I.~ ..,wt,arothl! pon1p ii!! iu, lhilcx,uld ,_., t1,e nid<loof l'Durland, ih•"JaC"! ~ht in 

1i<lnl af,p,r.,.aa.tpa,tm,g..-a-ge. lfyou -ID grant tis.,_. rand can be - bymnent domain. 

Undue Burden on the Homeowner 

• -""1 SU!JpaMI lnslal_, The utility oomp;,nJ (BJ) wi1 pr<Mde lhe -Sllbpenel. bllyou o11i1 .-1o ho a ·--111 lnsl;d it 
• Penni!...,_: Eilwryou aryour-.,;,,n ...--~ the ,equiied pemits larl,e i-
-•I Bl!ml'ical Panel~ lfycu aiain-,-.lis aire,,rlyataapaailycb!fD ~equipment liki,a J>llm. holU,. .. -111, Y"" lllilJ need an...,.,- panel u1111.-, which ll'IUSl be ananged11Wl1ugh Fkrila -&l..igflt (FPlj. 
Plwnbin11 Modilicalions: You·n need la hin, a pbnberto R!l'Ollle 1he ppe,1 Dllm!flly oonr,ect,d fD "'11' 5'!111ic""'1em lo connect ta 111e-.......-1ant. 

• Plumbini, Pennils: Yaumy,xr pbnberwil aloo be ,esparliillle lordllainilvlheM!uirl!d pemails !or thiswcrl<. 



lfywlr.M!nlvisWOUf-.Jlll!I 

!l!l!tD, ploa9e do. Ifs UI of great 

i:nbmation in an eB5f ID read 

l<nn•1t. Yoo ,:an l!!em about 

•Y,,,Y9tYNolpP'Jio,gk'ffl 

• WIRffp Epctatlt1 Hunm 
·HnllUlili S,.,.WjlCoot 



WHO GIVES A CRAP? 
WEDO! 

brfo Central: 

When: Sat. Jaiwe,y 25111. 10AM 

Where: At 111<, Firehouse 

This_, Hall and Q&Awill !ellyoo 

~';ig ynu need ID"'- about 

fhe upoaming heamgs. tt is hosled 

I')' the PIE Al:tioo Commilleear>d our 

-quality expertwitne5". Rob 

Robbins. 'Mro gil,es a a-ap? \/IE DO! 

Sewer Hearings: 

When: Jan 2111h. 2001 and 3C1h 

Where: Iliwl Pu BmN1i!1i 
!:me 

We liEED y,,a alfhese heamgs. it is 

critm', dlBI h, ~ -
see how5'ro!l!loot ~ is llPd 

beer wt"""""" end aoncems. The 

more tt,ey see o..- opposilion. 1!le 

"""" ~ w,1 i...,..,. case. LMD 
~ 



How You can Help: 

Danae 

l'1eese consi:lerdcnaliv1Xlthe PIE.Aooon Fund hq,wilh a1lcmey lees, expert'lrilnes!es ml athern!laled lega!ex,:e115e. lgra llgn > 

Atlend Sewer Hearings 

We NEED you than!. 11,., Ell caled m ii "vocal minorit)' ." Ifs ~ lhilt we !hM the comllis!iion 11111 is sinlpty ""4 true. I.MD.....,> 

Write l..etb!rs 1D lte Conaission 

You can - the ocmmis5ion as many times as )'Olf d lib!. Each IE!lb!r help& to 5'- our objedion and t..-,s our <:aM. lftrn llqq > 

Sign Up As An -1m1n,sled Person" 

You will recei,,e email5 bml>e Cieri< 11th! PSC each timetl!ere is an inpo,tanti:nanve1x>1hedoaket. 1MDMan > 

Future Email Topics 
\Mill be serallng emails ove, h! ne,:t IN days on lopes. suc!I ~ 

, Wtom~ Talking ToAIThe Hearilgs? TheCotlnlyVs. PSC 

, \'\by We DanlWantA Privale & Fa Pnml S"""" 

• Wm To ExpedAI Heamgs 

• T,.,_F«P,epamgYour3Maiull!Speech 

c.,.._ • ..,__,.._ .......... 
A__.'M.,., ewta ~ 

.,_._,_ 
~ .. , - ... --·~-

It. 

;,, ...... -.. .... ~----' 
Nia.la---

11 .,..a ..... ~ _____ , .. .._.. •• ,.._ ..... .,, .. 
'4t IOTUIT 
'~ ~ mailchimp 

,_OIJZXS-. buMiT
Rllm 1111a,wt a,a,.MlaaliKJt, ~ 

CDtm~• dP9Prttr1St fl 
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Charlie Smith

From: Dale Novak <dnovak@novakcreative.net>
Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2025 10:42 AM
To: Records Clerk
Cc: Office of Chairman La Rosa; Office of Commissioner Clark; Office of Commissioner 

Passidomo Smith; Office of Commissioner Graham; Office of Commissioner Fay
Subject: RE. Docket #20240032-SU

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments 
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear Commissioners: 
 
I’m am writing you today in opposition to the Private Sewer Project being proposed by Environmental Utilities 
(EU). Docket #20240032-SU. 
 
While there are dozens of reason to oppose this “for profit” system such as the massive cost (estimated to be 
over $40,000 per property owner), the proven and documented rate of failure of these systems, the ridiculously 
unqualified “zero experience” credentials of the EU – and the main fact, that there is absolutely no reason 
(scientific or otherwise) that we need this in our community. One predominantly comes to mind at this time. 
 
As a barrier island community we have been ravage by three hurricanes, Ian, Helene and Milton. Many of the 
Islanders are still making repairs and battling insurance companies for desperately needed payments. We are 
reeling from debris and disrupted roads and doing everything we can collectively to get our lives on these 
precious islands back to “normal.” The process has been slow and enormously costly to the homeowners. But 
we have been resilient, rolled up our sleeves and collectively gone to work. 
 
Now, in the mist of that, we have another battle on our hands for a private sewer project the vast majority if 
Islanders don’t want – and more importantly – we DON’T need. 
 
To suggest that in the middle of all the chaos of repairs and cost associated with them, Charlotte County and the 
EU want to kick us some more and force-feed this project down our throats is absolutely appalling. Evidently, 
they must believe the every homeowner on our island(s) has $40,000 (+) to just casually write a check for on 
top of the massive cost of repairing our islands and homes.  
 
What happens, I respectfully ask, when homeowners can’t pay these outrageous and utterly ridiculous cost and 
fees for a private sewer system that seems to have no limits as to how much it  will cost each homeowner? Will 
Charlotte County and the EU start taking each of us to court? Will the County apply a lien on our properties? 
Will owners be forced to sell — at any cost? 
 
Beat us when we’re down. Kick us some more. Who cares what we are dealing with with regards to repairing 
our islands and homes. It’s more important that we force an unwanted “private for profit” project on us and 
destroy our finances and moral spirit – even to the point that some homeowners will be forced to sell their 
homes. 
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To put this in personal terms – I ask each of you? Do you and your family have $40,000, and potentially much 
more depending on the circumstances of each installation, to casually spend on on your home’s plumbing 
system? 
 
It just seems to me that not only is this massively opposed project not needed and widely opposed, but the 
timing of it couldn’t be worse for us and our island community. 
 
Put yourselves in our shoes. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Dale & Julie Novak 
611 Bocilla Drive 
Don Pedro Island 
dnovak@novakcreative.net 
920.664.1088 
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Charlie Smith

From: David Stubbs II <ohiost8buckeyes@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2025 3:26 PM
To: Records Clerk
Cc: Office of Chairman La Rosa; Office of Commissioner Clark; Office of Commissioner 

Passidomo Smith; Office of Commissioner Graham; Office of Commissioner Fay
Subject: Docket #20240032-SU

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments 
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

To whom it may concern, 
 
I'm so sorry that I am needed out of town on the day we were to meet again and I would make the same 
statements as before which is summarized by, I’m still not sure as to why I’m having to even consider the 
experience again.  
 
With that said, I want to take the opportunity to again express my disapproval of this proverbial S--T Show. I'm 
a well known industry leading designer of systems and processes for various manufactures and if I had ever 
come up with this harebrained idea, even if I was paid, it would be certain retirement…. Hummers’ maybe 
that’s the plan.  
 
There are so many things that I guess i'll never understand on items like this that are imposed on us, without 
financial support, especially as it relates to the character (in which we cannot mention) as it relates to the 
perceived quality of the individuals on the other side of this request.  
 
Luckily for me there was a Facebook post this am, that made me smile as I ponder never hooking up to such a 
dismal plan. I share this post with you below in case you missed it, its worth the paper I printed it on.  
 

 
A summary from concerned person 

1: NO need has been demonstrated. 

 

2: Cost is outrageous: in addition to hookup , we have to give up an easement , destroy our landscaping, 
provide power( larger panel and generator) 

 

3: No county or government assistance. 

 

4: The proposed technology is no longer being used due by our countries to the high cost of maintenance. 

 

5: the applicant has no direct experience on a project of this magnitude and has a questionable background 
involving various arrests. 
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6: Timing could not be worst: Every owner has been saddled with huge direct costs from Helene and Milton. 
TY 

 

7: Speak with any property owner on Lemonbay Lane where they have a low pressure system. They have all 
experience 2-8k in pump replacements over the past 5 years. 

 

8: the only logical reason this can or is being considered is not being addressed, It will benefit only one 
person...The Applicant…. Period 

 

I am not saying there is any wrong doing here , but it sure feels like it 

Nothing on this issue passes a simple smell test. 
 

Jim Luscombe  

420 Bocilla Dr  

727-515-0274 

Jbluscombe@gmail.com 
 

 
Be well, 
 
I’ll continue to say no in my absence.  
 
David A Stubbs II 
352 South Gulf Blvd 
Placida, FL 33946 




