CORRESPONDENCE

1/24/2025
Charlie Smith DOCUMENT NO. 00425-2025
From: Office of Commissioner Passidomo Smith
Sent: Friday, January 24, 2025 8:.05 AM
To: Commissioner Correspondence
Subject: Docket No. 20240032
Attachments: RE: Docket#20240032-SU; RE Docket #202240032-SU; Fw: Why We Don‘t Want a Low-

Pressure System &; RE. Docket #20240032-SU; Docket #20240032-SU

Please place the attached in Docket No. 20240032.

Thank you!



Charlie Smith

From: rebecca newman <mswconch@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2025 4:27 PM

To: Records Clerk

Cc: Office of Chairman La Rosa; Office of Commissioner Clark; Office of Commissioner
Passidomo Smith; Office of Commissioner Graham; Office of Commissioner Fay

Subject: RE: Docket#20240032-SU

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

Hello, my name is Rebecca Newman and the address | am writing of concern is 23 Palm Dr, Placida, Florida 33946. My
home is located on Palm Island, also known as Don Pedro Island. My email address is mswconch@gmail.com.

| was notified a private, for-profit, utility company was requesting to install a central sewer service system on Don Pedro
Island where my home listed above is located.

As a home owner | do not understand how this could happen without due diligence.

1. To my knowledge there are no recent studies or testing completed on our island indicating a need for this central
water sewer system.

2. And of more concern there has not been a bidding process to allow other businesses to submit their proposals to
install. This is a very large and expensive project, how can one, for profit company, be provided the ok to proceed. And
why is this a for-profit business. Shouldn’t the local government be providing this service, if needed, to the local
residents. Isn’t water services considered a right of every person with restrictions of profit being considered?

This company EU lacks the experience of owning and installing a wastewater utility company. My understanding is EU
wants to install a low-pressure system which Charlotte County won'’t install anymore due to needed excessive

maintenance, which leads to excessive cost.

Our island has protected animals and very delicate eco-systems. Shouldn’t more research and information be provided
before any company is allowed to proceed?

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter,

Rebecca Newman



Charlie Smith

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

James Onufrak <jonufrak@aol.com>

Wednesday, January 22, 2025 11:42 AM

Records Clerk

Lilly Onufrak; Office of Chairman La Rosa; Office of Commissioner Clark; Office of
Commissioner Passidomo Smith; Office of Commissioner Graham; Office of
Commissioner Fay

RE Docket #202240032-SU

Follow up
Flagged

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

To Whom it may concern,

My name is Jim Onufrak, 17 Palm Drive - Palm Island resident.

| am writing to let you know we do not want the sewer system installed on Palm Island for a multitude
of reasons including the individual wanting to install the system has no experience and will most likely
collect our money and has no intention of even starting this project.



Hong Wang

From: James Onufrak <jonufrak@aol.com>

Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2025 5:01 PM

To: Office of Commissioner Clark; Office of Commissioner Fay; Office of Commissioner Graham; Office of Chairman La Rosa; Office of
Commissioner Passidomo Smith; Lilly Onufrak

Subject: Fw: Why We Don’t Want a Low-Pressure System &

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from
unknown senders.

All,

We are at 17 Palm Drive and do not support the sewer system. Earlier today | mentioned the lack of integrity and character of the
person proposing the project.

Here are additional reasons

----- Forwarded Message --—-

From: Palm Island Estates <pie@palmislandestates.org>
To: Jim & Lilly Onufrak <jonufrak@aol.com>

Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2025 at 04:55:51 PM EST

Subject: Why We Don’t Want a Low-Pressure System &

View this email in your browser




Why We Don’t Want
a Low-Pressure

o DAYS UNTIL THE
e SEWER HEARINGS |

desirable sewrer system availzhle.

What's a Low “®
Pressure Sewer? \\
Hint, It’s Bad. '

Vihile there are marty reasons & opaase a Icky pressure sysbem, if you anly takes away one thing in this ema, its this:

m — p— —

o Due to high maintenance costs, Charlotte County has stopped installing new low-pressure systems unfess it is the last possible oplior.
@ County data shows that low pressure sewer systems confribute disproporionabely to sewer spills: Despite making up only 25% of tive county's sewes systems, Ehey ar= respossible for over 51% of all reported spills.




i Low Pressure Systems Leak

From 2017 through Nowember 3024, Charlotte Caurty data shows that thee sewes sysiems have spilled almust 4 Million gafions of sewage. 22% of those spills, 830,748 gallons, have found their way into our water ways. These massive spils affect our soil, wates qualify, wikdife, plants
I and overall ecosystem.
1

Charlotte County Sanitary Sewer Overflows

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Reported Spills 60 35 40 46 63 151 65 113

Gallons Spilled 389,750 111,743 210,325 629,720 1,279,618 547,017 169,554 518,044

I Gallons Entering 89,430 29,622 168,950 182,270 88,882 88,882 26,500 165,212
| Waterways

l Average Spill 6,496 3,193 5,258 13,690 20,311 3,623 2,609 4,593
Named Storms Irma Elsa tan Idalia Helene &
Milton

“Forlal yes, data hrough TH20:24

High Cost for Home Owners
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They Break More Than Other Sewer Types

According to data from Charlotte County data, Jow pi

Source of
Sewer
Overflow

LPS Main/Service
line / tank

rbe desproporti ly to sewer spifts, Dx

pile making up ondy 25% of five county’s sewer aysh

Charlotte County 2024 Sanitary Sewer Overflows

April July

Air Release Valve 1 3 | 4 12| 47w
Vacuum Pod o 0 o_‘ o o oo0%
' Gravity Line 1 1 1 0 3| 1.20%
Force Main \ 5 7 8 13 \ 33 13.15% {
Manhole | 8 | 6 | 2 f lﬁ‘i 17 \ 6.77%
Lift Station | 15'!" 14 _E'i' 1;} 56 22.31%
Other N o/ o } 0 ‘ 0 o 0.00%
| Total ] jz' |W?§ I _ _sﬂm N i?f_.]_ Hmz;;; 100_0036
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ible for over 51% of all reported spills.
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Customers

5%
70%
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« Vuinerabifity During Storms: Low-pressure sewer sy

are highly

-

ible ko faiture during storms or hurricanes, leaving the comermniy without Rinctional waste management when # is. needed tmost.
« Power Dependency: These systems rely on electricity to function, making them prone to outages during severe wegther events, requiring beckixy systems br emesterity measures,



Environmental Risks

= Higher Leak Probabifily: Central sewes systems carmy a greater risk of jeaks compared fo indnidual seplic systams, potentially impacting arger areas and more peoperties.

« Greater Sewage Discharge in Leaks: Pressusired systems can release significantly more sewsge during a besk compared to gravity or vacuwam systems, leaxking 1o larger-scale contamination.

« Visible and Hidden Risks: Leaks i pressurized systems. can resu’t in small geysers of sewage of, worse, seep undetected info the ground, contaminating sofl and gr until nottopable odors reveal the p

. Em‘mmnenhi(im!hm?naﬁﬂﬂ:ﬂlepﬁenﬁalhrundmdleahsinptﬁsuizﬁsysﬁernsposuawﬁuusihmatbmeEhﬂsewsysbmaﬁeeﬁmsd&mqualﬂy.msummm

« Ecological impact Owe anque Y vihich diverse wildlife and plant species, could suffer ireversible dumage from even minor splls and the infrastructure required far ke pressune sewes systems.

«  Fublic Health Hazards: Leaks from pressurized systems can infroduce hasmful pafh it the emv i ing the risk of health issues for residents and widiife.

. Sepﬁnily:hseasma:wmnm?ﬁs,Mresﬁmmashmsunmmmngedpmm“mgemmgmmmnnmaﬂisenendedmmﬁonﬁneﬁmemgmgebhemsepﬁgmulﬁlnmummmhnufimmm;md
potemial eswironmental concermns,

Intsusive to Personal Property

« Access: For any repairs of replacements o the grinder pump, utlity operators are required 6o po onte homeowner's property o do any mas which may resull in sewage spéfing over gardens or lawns. Accese may also prove penhiematic F here are dogs or afier dark. (Al
graity and vacuum sewes infrastructhre i on pubBic land $o no access is requied )
- E H: are requi ‘ios'lnptfgiaeupajntgnﬁally!smdepsmﬂlmuuhtheipmpeztﬂnmesgwarnunpmy.'mismeansynueunneuethﬂ:ludoarryih'lgonK.Depu»:!i-»gonvm:reﬂnpmpispu&lhisouuldmﬁelrﬁddecﬁmurland,ﬁespmr‘qhﬁn

front of your goff cart parking or garage. If you sefuse (o grant this, your land can be seized by eminent domain.

Undue Burden on the Homeowner

= Electrical Subpanel instailation: The utility company (E17) wl provide the pleciric subpanel, but you will need to hire a licensed electician to nstat it.

» Pammit Regquirements: Either you or your electrician must handla puffng the required permits for the instalation.

» Potential Bectrical Paned Upg Iryeumin&oﬁcp-ﬁis&eaﬂyatcapamydlemheaw-dmequipmlihamMhb,whndﬂmnﬂyneadanwpanelupgmde.whbhmust‘bemnpedhwghFhihPoner&i.igthPl,].
=  Plumbing Mod#fications: You'll need to hire a plumber to refoute the pipes curenfly connectad to ynur septic system 10 connect to the new sever lank.

» Flumbing Permils: You or your plumber will also be responsible for obiaining the required pesrails for this work.
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W ycu haven's wisited our maw sewer
website, please da. Ifs fuff of great
nbormation I an easy 1o read
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Stop Private Sewer! Your

Involvernent Matters.

Upcoming Events and
Donations
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WHO GIVES A CRAP?
WE DO!

Info Cendral:
When: Sat. Janwary 25th, 1046
Where: At the Firehouse

This town Hall and GRA will sl you
everything you need o kmow about
the upcoming hearings. 1t is hosted
by the PIE Action Cormittee and our
water quality expert witness, Rob
Robbins. Who gives a crap? WE DO!

Sewer Hearings:

When: Jan Z8th, 28 and 30th
Where: Tringak Park Resreation
Conler

We NEED you st these hearings. it is
see hove sHong out copostion is and
hear our opivans Bnd concems. The
more they see our opposition, the
more it will help ovr case. Leam
More >



How You Can Help:

Danate
Please consider donaling to the PIE Action Fund halp with atiomey fees, expert witnesses srd ather refated lega! expenses. Lparm Mage »

Attend Sewer Hearings.
We NEED you there. The EU called us a “vocal minarity.” 's imperative that we shows the commission that is samply nof true. Leam Mere >

Wiriie Ledters o the Commission
You can write the commission as many times as you'd ke, Each fefter helps to show our ubjection and helps aur case. Leam More >

Sipn Up As An "inferesied Person™
Ywﬁllmaﬂﬁmu&mmmmmmmmsanmmmmmmmm<mm

Future Email Topics
‘WeT be sending emails aver the mext few days on fopics such as:

«  ¥iho Are We Talking To At The Hearings? The County Vs. PSC
»  Why We Don't Want A Private & For Profil Sewer

*  ¥ihat To Expect Af Hearings

a  Tips For Preparing Your 3 Minute Speech

Help 68 make the simbewes, ¥ your o8 anpihing et locks caty, neeod o be yodealed, Or e corent Yot (e included, plesse emell notes o lieeVy B screenshat io ambarigonchag o
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tioacPasi paisiskndesiaten Ory!

Cormat o o plelSoalrisiendesisian.oy

Wt i e Mo pa e P dne s
Cropui S 3038 Mo istrd Baiatvn

Arsscaion ‘AT, &7 sghn marmes
Trditavs o framsta uiTibees b 0 e
P Lol B g Admsraatarn b

CH N i 1 RO

[ - T R P T )

R )
ey ery advaws o

o boat Frames Aaa—emr I
P 3481
P, TR 1M

TUIT

e
'@;3 mailchimp




Charlie Smith

From: Dale Novak <dnovak@novakcreative.net>

Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2025 10:42 AM

To: Records Clerk

Cc: Office of Chairman La Rosa; Office of Commissioner Clark; Office of Commissioner
Passidomo Smith; Office of Commissioner Graham; Office of Commissioner Fay

Subject: RE. Docket #20240032-SU

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear Commissioners:

I’'m am writing you today in opposition to the Private Sewer Project being proposed by Environmental Utilities
(EU). Docket #20240032-SU.

While there are dozens of reason to oppose this “for profit” system such as the massive cost (estimated to be
over $40,000 per property owner), the proven and documented rate of failure of these systems, the ridiculously
unqualified “zero experience” credentials of the EU — and the main fact, that there is absolutely no reason
(scientific or otherwise) that we need this in our community. One predominantly comes to mind at this time.

As a barrier island community we have been ravage by three hurricanes, lan, Helene and Milton. Many of the
Islanders are still making repairs and battling insurance companies for desperately needed payments. We are
reeling from debris and disrupted roads and doing everything we can collectively to get our lives on these
precious islands back to “normal.” The process has been slow and enormously costly to the homeowners. But
we have been resilient, rolled up our sleeves and collectively gone to work.

Now, in the mist of that, we have another battle on our hands for a private sewer project the vast majority if
Islanders don’t want — and more importantly — we DON’T need.

To suggest that in the middle of all the chaos of repairs and cost associated with them, Charlotte County and the
EU want to kick us some more and force-feed this project down our throats is absolutely appalling. Evidently,
they must believe the every homeowner on our island(s) has $40,000 (+) to just casually write a check for on
top of the massive cost of repairing our islands and homes.

What happens, I respectfully ask, when homeowners can’t pay these outrageous and utterly ridiculous cost and
fees for a private sewer system that seems to have no limits as to how much it will cost each homeowner? Will
Charlotte County and the EU start taking each of us to court? Will the County apply a lien on our properties?
Will owners be forced to sell — at any cost?

Beat us when we’re down. Kick us some more. Who cares what we are dealing with with regards to repairing
our islands and homes. It’s more important that we force an unwanted “private for profit” project on us and
destroy our finances and moral spirit — even to the point that some homeowners will be forced to sell their
homes.



To put this in personal terms — I ask each of you? Do you and your family have $40,000, and potentially much
more depending on the circumstances of each installation, to casually spend on on your home’s plumbing
system?

It just seems to me that not only is this massively opposed project not needed and widely opposed, but the
timing of it couldn’t be worse for us and our island community.

Put yourselves in our shoes.
Respectfully,

Dale & Julie Novak
611 Bocilla Drive
Don Pedro Island

dnovak@novakcreative.net
920.664.1088




Charlie Smith

From: David Stubbs Il <ohiost8buckeyes@yahoo.com>

Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2025 3:26 PM

To: Records Clerk

Cc: Office of Chairman La Rosa; Office of Commissioner Clark; Office of Commissioner
Passidomo Smith; Office of Commissioner Graham; Office of Commissioner Fay

Subject: Docket #20240032-SU

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

To whom it may concern,

I'm so sorry that [ am needed out of town on the day we were to meet again and I would make the same
statements as before which is summarized by, I’m still not sure as to why I’'m having to even consider the
experience again.

With that said, I want to take the opportunity to again express my disapproval of this proverbial S--T Show. I'm
a well known industry leading designer of systems and processes for various manufactures and if | had ever
come up with this harebrained idea, even if [ was paid, it would be certain retirement.... Hummers’ maybe
that’s the plan.

There are so many things that I guess i'll never understand on items like this that are imposed on us, without
financial support, especially as it relates to the character (in which we cannot mention) as it relates to the
perceived quality of the individuals on the other side of this request.

Luckily for me there was a Facebook post this am, that made me smile as I ponder never hooking up to such a

dismal plan. I share this post with you below in case you missed it, its worth the paper I printed it on.

A summary from concerned person

1: NO need has been demonstrated.

2: Cost is outrageous: in addition to hookup , we have to give up an easement , destroy our landscaping,
provide power( larger panel and generator)

3: No county or government assistance.

4: The proposed technology is no longer being used due by our countries to the high cost of maintenance.

5: the applicant has no direct experience on a project of this magnitude and has a questionable background
involving various arrests.



6: Timing could not be worst: Every owner has been saddled with huge direct costs from Helene and Milton.
TY

7: Speak with any property owner on Lemonbay Lane where they have a low pressure system. They have all
experience 2-8k in pump replacements over the past 5 years.

8: the only logical reason this can or is being considered is not being addressed, It will benefit only one
person...The Applicant.... Period

I am not saying there is any wrong doing here , but it sure feels like it

Nothing on this issue passes a simple smell test.

Jim Luscombe
420 Bocilla Dr
727-515-0274

Jbluscombe@gmail.com

Be well,
I’11 continue to say no in my absence.

David A Stubbs 11
352 South Gulf Blvd
Placida, FL 33946





