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CORRESPONDENCE 
3/27/2025 
DOCUMENT NO. 02240-2025 

From: Hannah Barker 
Sent: Thursday, March 27, 2025 3:48 PM 
To: Commissioner Correspondence 
Subject: Docket Correspondence 
Attachments: Docket # 20240032 EU application for the sewer certificate; Docket #20240032-SU; 

Docket 20240032 

Good afternoon, 

Please place the attached emails in Docket No. 20240032. Thank you! 

Hannah E. Branum 
Executive Assistant to Commissioner Clark 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd. 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
(850) 413-6004 
, I FLORIDA PUBLIC 
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Antonia Hover 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Thomas Crofts <tcrofts2020@gmail.com> 
Thursday, March 27, 2025 2:55 PM 
Office of Commissioner Clark; CommissionerPassidomo@psc.state.fl.us; 
CommissionerGraham@psc.state.fl.is; Records Clerk 
Docket # 20240032 EU application for the sewer certificate 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments 
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Commissioners, 

My name is Tom Crofts and my wife and I own unit H2 at Hideaway on Little Gasparilla Island, and I 
am appalled that the sneaky behavior of EU has managed to put those of us who are most directly 
impacted by this sewer proposal to be cut out of the loop. Put yourselves in our position and DO NOT 
ALLOW THIS ALTERED AND UNFAIR PROPOSAL TO PROCEED. 

I am asking that the PSC deny the application by Environmental Utilities (EU) to install sewers on 
LGI - Docket # 20240032. I believe EU has violated every tenet that the PSC is supposed to rule on. 
My arguments are as follows: Notification to all affected parties On May 13th, EU's attorney submitted 
a document indicating HBBC was excluded from the scope of this project. On December 6th, EU's 
engineer submitted his rebuttal testimony indicating that the Wastewater (WW) Transmission Main 
would be brought from Placida Rd on the mainland to HBBC property on LGI. This is a substantive 
change to the application and directly affects the 102 owners at HBBC. This change was not brought 
to the attention of any of the owners, the HBBC board, the HBBC property management company or 
the HBBC attorney. The residents of HBBC are being denied our due process. 1 Use of land EU has 
not contacted HBBC about the right to use our land. If we are truly not within the scope of this project, 
EU has no right to bring the WW transmission line to our property without notification. In Jack Boyer’s 
rebuttal testimony, he mentions using the ‘quick take’ method of eminent domain to secure the 
property he needs. Is this how EU intends to usurp the property at HBBC? Shouldn’t eminent domain 
be a last resort instead of the intended business practice? Again the residents of HBBC are being 
denied our due process. Expertise of the applicant EU’s change to the location to the second WW 
Transmission line was based on the information in the 2017 Sewer Master Plan (SMP). This 
document is now 8 years old. In 2020, Florida Power & Light (FPL) brought a second electric trunk 
line to LGI. The electric trunk line was brought up at the same location as the proposed WW 
transmission line. However, the electric line was brought over from the Boca Grande Causeway west 
of the swing bridge whereas the WW line will be coming from Placida Rd. Is it even possible that the 
transmission line could be directionally drilled from a different starting location to the same ending 
location on HBBC property? There is not a lot of land in this area behind HBBC’s A building to 
support the location of a WW transmission line along with an electric trunk line, as well as the electric, 
water, fire suppression & existing sewer lines that go into the building. This shows a lack of due 
diligence on the part of EU to adequately determine if this change to the transmission line was even 
possible. In the 2017 SMP, the county’s plan showed the transmission line being brought to the 
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HBBC Septic Plant with a pump station at that location. In the new diagrams submitted by Jonathan 
Cole’s rebuttal testimony, the schematics only show a bump out at HBBC for a future connection. 
However, the easement map shows that the lines will actually go into the septic plant. If you are not 
familiar with LGI, you might not realize that the two parts of schematic maps submitted don’t match 
up. This map cuts off the majority of HBBC’s property which makes it difficult to see and deceptive in 
the discrepancy between the schematic & the easement maps. There is a lot of conflicting information 
presented in the application. I don’t believe this shows the ability of Ell to handle a project of this 
magnitude on a bridgeless barrier island. Fair & reasonable costs in the 2017 SMP, the county’s plan 
showed the transmission line being brought from Placida Rd to the HBBC Septic Plant. It also 
indicates that a pump station would be needed at that location. The only empty location at our septic 
plant is the septic drain field. Any construction on the septic drain field would render the septic plant 
unusable. That alone would cause the 102 owners at HBBC, & the 30 owners of Placida Beach 
condos that use this septic plant to be unable to use their homes for the duration of the construction. 
It would also mean we would have to hook up to the sewer system by default. When the previous 
application was being considered, the owner of the company (NES) that manages the HBBC septic 
plant was asked if we had to hook up to the sewer system what would be the ramifications to HBBC. 
Other than the increased costs of the sewer system, he stated the DEP would not allow the septic 
plant to remain if we were hooked up to the sewer. He also said it would probably cost HBBC 
upwards of $500,000 to decommission the septic plant based on our location on a bridgeless barrier 
island. Will the residents of HBBC be forced to take EU to court if this application is approved? At a 
time when HBBC is still trying to rebuild after Hurricane Ian, a potential lawsuit to prevent our land 
from being taken from us will create an undue financial burden on the residents. The unknown costs 
of being not being able to use our property for the duration of the construction project, the unknown 
costs of being forced to hook up to the sewer system by default, the unknown costs of 
decommissioning our septic plant and the potential unknown costs for fighting this takeover of our 
land cannot be considered fair or reasonable under any circumstance. Need for service HBBC owns 
a DEP permitted septic plant in good working order. We don’t need or want a new sewer system on 
our property. I believe these arguments against this application are sound. Will the 132 families that 
rely on the HBBC septic plant be penalized in order to bring a sewer system to LGI that the majority 
of residents don’t want? Please deny the EU application. 

Tom Crofts HBBC Unit H2 
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Antonia Hover 

From: C N <clarenavratil@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 27, 2025 1:38 PM 
To: Records Clerk; Office of Commissioner Clark; Office of Commissioner Passidomo Smith; 

Office of Commissioner Graham 
Subject: Docket #20240032-SU 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments 
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Dear Commissioners: 

As a homeowner on Don Pedro Island, I vehemently oppose the EU's application for a sewer system. 

Here are my reasons: 

Environmental. In many situations, a septic system can be more environmentally friendly than a sewer 
system. Also, keeping septic systems will keep the beaches pristine and clear of condos and other progressive 
builds that will come with sewers. 

Cost: The cost is exorbitant. Many islanders have just invested enormous amounts of money to repair their 
homes and septics in the last two years due to the three hurricanes. Many islanders will not be able to afford the 
price tag of the sewer system. Add the cost of the sewer to the already high taxes, and many will be forced to 
sell and move away. 

Many islanders came and spoke at the public hearings, so you are aware that there is high opposition to this 
proposed plan. 

Please consider the position of the residents of Don Pedro and vote against this proposal. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Clare Navratil 
7332 Palm Island Drive #4 
Placida FL 33946 
clarenavratil@gmail.com 
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Antonia Hover 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

John Hetrick <hetrickj2@att.net> 
Thursday, March 27, 2025 1:27 PM 
Records Clerk; Office of Commissioner Clark; Office of Commissioner Passidomo Smith; 
Office of Commissioner Graham 
Hetrick.Suzanne513@gmail.com 
Docket 20240032 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking 
links, especially from unknown senders. 

Re: Docket #20240032 

Dear Commissioners; 

We have been homeowners of a condo located on Little Gasparilia Island since 1994. We were pleased that we were 
purchasing a property that included a DEP permitted septic plant. 

In 2024, we were informed that an organization named Environmental Utilities was seeking a certificate to install 
sewers on Little Gasparilia. We were told initially that our condo complex was excluded from the scope of the 
application due to the condo complex having a permitted septic plant. The exclusion was made by the attorney 
representing Environmental Utilities (EU). 

Later in 2024 rebuttals were made to the application for sewer installation on the island. The location of the waste 
water transmission line was moved from Don Pedro State Park to our condo property known as Hideaway Bay Beach 
Club(HBBC). Even more alarming was an additional rebuttal citing eminent domain to seize property owned by HBBC. 

It is appalling that owners of property on Little Gasparilla Island were not notified of this major change to the application 
from EU. Our condo attorney, Nick Porter, wrote to PSC to note that proper notice was not given to home owners. He 
cited other concerns about the application as well. 

We are requesting that the EU application to install sewers on Little Gasparilla Island be denied until all owners affected 
by this application have had an opportunity to provide input about the harm that would result from the new proposal 
for sewer installations. 

Sincerely, 

John Hetrick 
Suzanne Hetrick 
Condo F3, HBBC 
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