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[bookmark: RecToC][bookmark: CaseBackground][bookmark: _Toc94516455] Case Background	
On April 4, 2025, Florida Public Utilities Company (FPUC or the utility) filed a petition seeking approval of tariff changes to enable FPUC to provide and finance equipment related to compression, gas conversion, or Renewable Natural Gas (RNG) for its customers. 
The requested tariff modifications (First revised Tariff Sheet No. 6.153 and Original Sheet No. 6.154) reflect a similar provision that the Commission approved for Florida City Gas (FCG).[footnoteRef:1] FPUC asserts that FCG has successfully utilized this similar provision  to help customers manage the costs of converting appliances to natural gas. In its petition, FPUC stated that FCG’s tariff has enabled it to help customers manage the cost of making conversions that might otherwise be cost prohibitive. FPUC states that it would like to implement the proposed tariff language to enable it to assist its own customers in the same way.  [1:  Florida City Gas Tariff, First Revised Sheet No. 26, Paragraph 19. FCG and predecessor companies have had equipment financing tariff provisions for compression and gas conversion equipment since the early 2000’s. Tariff changes to add RNG equipment and make other minor wording changes were approved in subsequent tariff filings. ] 

In its petition, the utility stated that with this tariff change to implement equipment financing, the utility and a customer will be able to enter into an agreement to recover the costs, plus interest, associated with the compression, gas conversion, or RNG equipment. The financing charge will be reflected on the customer’s bill until paid off. 
In its petition, FPUC stated that it anticipates a similar level of interest in equipment financing service as FCG has received, along with improved alignment between the two companies’ offerings and an enhanced ability to serve its customers. 
On April 18, 2025, staff issued a data request to FPUC, for which responses are pending.

This is staff’s recommendation to suspend the proposed tariffs. The Commission has jurisdiction
over this matter pursuant to Sections 366.04, 366.041, 366.05, and 366.06, Florida Statutes (F.S.).
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[bookmark: DiscussionOfIssues]Discussion of Issues
Issue 1:	 
 Should the Commission suspend FPUC's proposed tariff revisions (First revised Tariff Sheet No. 6.153 and Original Sheet No. 6.154) to provide and finance compression, gas conversion, or RNG equipment?
Recommendation: 
 Yes. Staff recommends that FPUC's proposed tariff revisions (First revised Tariff Sheet No. 6.153 and Original Sheet No. 6.154) to provide and finance compression, gas conversion, or RNG equipment be suspended to allow staff sufficient time to review the petition and gather all pertinent information in order to present the Commission with an informed recommendation on the tariff proposals. (Pope, Ward) 

Staff Analysis: 
 Staff recommends that FPUC’s proposed revisions to the tariffs to provide and finance compression, gas conversion, or RNG equipment for its customers be suspended to allow staff sufficient time to review the petition and gather all pertinent information in order to present the Commission with an informed recommendation on the tariff proposals.

Pursuant to Section 366.06(3), F.S., the Commission may withhold consent to the operation of all or any portion of a new rate schedule, delivering to the utility requesting such a change, a reason, or written statement of good cause for doing so within 60 days. Staff believes that the reason stated above is a good cause consistent with the requirement of Section 366.06(3), F.S.

Issue 2:	 
 Should this docket be closed?
Recommendation: 
 No. This docket should remain open pending the Commission decision on the proposed revised tariffs. (Crawford)
Staff Analysis: 
 This docket should remain open pending the Commission decision on the proposed revised tariffs.
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