
0 EARTHJUSTICE FILED 6/9/2025 
DOCUMENT NO. 04375-2025 
FPSO - COMMISSION CLERK 

June 9, 2025 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

Adam J. Teitzman 
Office of Commission Clerk 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd. 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850 

Re: Docket Nos. 2025001 1-EI, Petition by Florida Power & Light Company for Base 
Rate Increase 

Dear Mr. Teitzman, 

On behalf of Intervenor League of United Latin American Citizens (“LULAC”), I have 
enclosed the testimony of Mari Corugedo. Please file these documents in Docket No. 20250011-
EI. Please contact me if there are any questions regarding this filing. 

/s/ Bradley Marshall 
Florida Bar No. 98008 
Email : bmarshall@earthjustice.org 
Jordan Luebkemann 
Florida Bar No. 1015603 
Email: jluebkemann@earthjustice.org 
Earthjustice 
111S. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
T: (850) 681-0031 
F: (850) 681-0020 

Danielle McManamon 
Florida Bar No. 1059818 
dmcnmanamon@earthjustice.org 
Earthjustice 
4500 Biscayne Blvd., Ste. 201 
Miami, FL 33137 
T: (305) 440-5432 
F: (850) 681-0020 

Counsel for League cf United Latin 
American Citizens cf Florida, Florida 
Rising, and Environmental Confederation 
6f Southwest Florida 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true copy and correct copy of the foregoing was served on 
this 9th day of June, 2025, via electronic mail on: 

Florida Public Service Commission 
Office of the General Counsel 
Shaw Stiller 
Timothy Sparks 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 
sstiller@psc . state . f 1 .us 
tsparks@psc.state.fl.us 
discovery-gcl@psc.state.fl.us 

Office of Public Counsel 
Mary A. Wessling 
Walt Trierweiler 
c/o The Florida Legislature 
111 West Madison Street, Room 812 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
wessling.mary@leg. state, fl.us 
trierweiler.walt@leg.state. fl.us 

Florida Power & Light Company 
John Burnett 
Maria Moncada 
Christopher Wright 
700 Universe Boulevard 
Juno Beach, FL 33408-0420 
maria.moncada@fpl.com 
john.t.burnett@fpl.com 
christopher.wright@fpl.com 

Kenneth A. Hoffman 
134 West Jefferson Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
ken.hoffman@fpl.com 

Walmart Inc. 
Stephanie U. Eaton 
Spilman Thomas & Battle, PLLC 
110 Oakwood Drive, Suite 500 
Winston-Salem, NC 27103 
seaton@spilmanlaw.com 

Steven W. Lee 
Spilman Thomas & Battle, PLLC 
1100 Bent Creek Boulevard, Suite 101 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 
slee@spilmanlaw.com 

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy 
William C. Garner 
Law Office of William C. Garner, PLLC 
3425 Bannerman Road 
Unit 105, No. 414 
Tallahassee, FL 32312 
bgarner@wcglawoffice.com 

Florida Industrial Power Users Group 
Jon C. Moyle, Jr. 
Karen A. Putnal 
Moyle Law Firm, P.A. 
118 North Gadsden Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
jmoyle@moylelaw.com 
kputnal@moylelaw.com 
mqualls@moylelaw.com 



DATED this 9th day of June, 2025. 

/s/ Bradley Marshall 
Attorney 

Florida Retail Federation 
James W. Brew 
Laura Baker 
Joseph R. Briscar 
Sarah B. Newman 
Stone Mattheis Xenopoulos & Brew, PC 
1025 Thomas Jefferson St., N.W., 
Ste. 800 West 
Washington, DC 20007 
jbrew@smxblaw.com 
lwb@smxblaw.com 
jrb@smxblaw.com 
sbn@smxblaw.com 

EVgo Services, LLC 
Nikhil Vijaykar 
Keyes & Fox LLP 
580 California St., 12th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
nvij aykar@key esfox .com 

Katelyn Lee 
Lindsey Stegall 
1661 E. Franklin Ave. 
El Segundo, CA 90245 
katelyn.lee@evgo.com 
lindsey. stegall@evgo .com 

Federal Executive Agencies 
Leslie Newton 
Ashley George 
Michael Rivera 
Thomas Jernigan 
Ebony M. Payton 
James Ely 
AFLOA/JAOE-ULFSC 
139 Barnes Drive, Suite 1 
Tyndall Air Force Base, FL 32403 
leslie . newton. 1 @us . af. mil 
ashley.george.4@us.af.mil 
michael.rivera.5 l@us.af.mil 
thomas .j ernigan. 3 @us . af.mil 
ebony.payton.ctr@us.af.mil 
j ames . ely @us . af.mil 

Electrify America, LLC 
Stephen Bright 
Jigar J. Shah 
1950 Opportunity Way, Suite 1500 
Reston, Virginia 20190 
Phone: (781)206-7979 
Steve .bright@electrifyamerica. com 
jigar.shah@electrifyamerica.com 

Robert E. Montejo, Esq. 
Duane Morris LLP 
201 S. Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 3400 
Miami, Florida 33131-4325 
Phone: (202) 776-7827 
remontejo@duanemorris .com 

Florida Energy for Innovation Association 
D. Bruce May 
Kevin W. Cox 
Kathryn Isted 
Holland & Knight LLP 
315 South Calhoun St., Suite 600 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
bruce.may@hklaw.com 
kevin.cox@hklaw.com 
kathryn.isted@hklaw.com 



BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In re: Petition for rate increase by Florida ) DOCKET NO. 2025001 1-EI 
Power & Light Company ) 

_ ) 

DIRECT TESTIMONY OF 

MARI CORUGEDO 

ON BEHALF OF 

LEAGUE OF UNITED LATIN AMERICAN CITIZENS 

JUNE 9, 2025 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. Please state your name. 

A. Mari Corugedo. 

Q. Where do you live? 

A. 6041 SW 159th Court, Miami, FL 33193. 

Q. What organization are you a member of? 

A. League of United Latin American Citizens. 

Q. How long have you been a member? 

A. I have been a member for about 14 years. 

Q. What is your position in the organization? 

A. I am a member of LULAC Florida and was previously the State Director for 

LULAC Florida. For LULAC’s national board of directors, I am also the current 

National Vice President for the Southeast. 

Q. What is your source of income? 

A. I am an elementary school teacher. 

Q. Are you a customer of FPL? If so, for how long? 

A. Yes. I’ve been a customer for about 34 years. 

Q. What do you think of FPL? 

A. FPL’s prices have been increasing at an unreasonable rate over the years, and the 

wages in Florida haven’t kept up with the price of electricity. Paying FPL for 

electricity is expensive. The price of utilities keeps increasing when wages 

haven’t and when affordable health care isn’t an option for most people. 

Q. How much does your FPL bill usually cost each month? 

A. It costs about $300. 

Q. How do you feel about the current price you are paying for your utilities? 

A. The price I pay for electricity is expensive. 
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Q. Based on information provided by FPL, the base rate for electricity is 

projected to increase by about 30% over the next 4 years. How would this 

rate increase impact you? 

A. My FPL bill is already expensive as is. I wouldn’t be able to afford it increasing 

without having to spend less on other necessary goods and services. 

Q. As a Floridian, are you concerned about climate change? 

A. Yes. Florida is one of the areas in our country that will be most negatively 

affected by climate change due to hurricane risk and extremely hot temperatures. 

Our nation and state have not adequately prioritized how to combat climate 

change. Our government leaders need to base their policies on what the science 

clearly shows: climate change is a danger to our future in South Florida. That 

means we need all of our public agencies to be making decisions with the climate 

in mind, including when it comes to the electricity system. 

Q. Based on information provided by FPL, part of this rate increase will pay 

for upgrades or capitalized maintenance on methane gas fueled power 

plants. Do you believe this will have an impact on the climate? 

A. FPL should be investing only in renewable energy because that is the way of the 

future. Investing in gas plants that significantly emit greenhouse gases will hurt 

communities of color in the end, who are most harmed by environmental 

hazards, such as climate change impacts. 

Q. In light of that, how do you feel about contributing your own money to those 

projects, through your FPL bill? 

A. I don’t want to pay more so that FPL can invest in gas plants, which contribute to 

climate change. I don’t want to pay more so that climate change can further 
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harm the communities I represent, especially since this is a company that is 

forced upon us. 

Q. Are you aware that the majority of FPL’s capital investments in this case 

are for solar generation and battery storage? Does that change your answer 

about utility spending decisions and climate change? 

A. Yes I am aware, but that does not change my answer. It is true that we need to 

transition to a clean energy system and reduce the carbon emissions that are 

driving climate change. But it is also true that the transition to clean power needs 

to happen fairly, in a way that doesn’t hammer the people who are already 

struggling to get by. It’s my understanding that FPL doesn’t even need all the 

solar and batteries it’s proposing in this case because it already has so many extra 

power plants. It seems like FPL could make its system cleaner just by relying 

more on the solar plants it already has and burning less fossil fuels, without 

making our bills go up so much to pay for extra new solar plants that it doesn’t 

actually need. 

Q. What organization are you speaking on behalf of? 

A. The Florida chapter of the League of United Latin American Citizens. 

Q. Where is your organization located? 

A. LULAC Florida’s business address is 100 South Belcher Road, #4752 

Clearwater, FL 33765. 

Q. How many members does your organization have? 

A. LULAC Florida has over 140 members. 

Q. Approximately how many members are FPL customers? How do you know? 

A. About one-third of our members are FPL customers. All of our south and 

southwest Florida members, including all members of our chapters in Sarasota 
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and in the metro Miami area, have FPL for their electricity provider. We know 

this because FPL is the power company for this area. 

Q. How does your organization view FPL? 

A. We don’t necessarily have a negative view of their service, but we feel that the 

trend has been that FPL has the power to make decisions and, overall, these 

decisions hurt their customers. This is especially true for those customers that 

don’t have the means to advocate for themselves. For that reason, and for the 

disproportionate effects from energy burden and pollution from power plants, 

LULAC’s mission has required our organization to grow more involved in 

energy advocacy on behalf of our membership, as we have by providing 

comments or formally intervening in numerous energy dockets over several 

years. The energy system affects our members deeply, from their health to their 

checkbooks to their futures. As an organization working to advance the well¬ 

being of the Hispanic community, LULAC must protect our community by 

pushing back against power companies like FPL that continue to make decisions 

that put our community in a disadvantage economically and health wise. 

Q. How would FPL’s proposed rate increase impact your organization? 

A. LULAC always looks to advance economic conditions for our members, and this 

would really put our members in an economic disadvantage. We need to bring 

equity to the decisions they make for communities of color, particularly our 

Hispanic communities. Instead, FPL is seeking to raise rates by 30%, even 

though this will particularly harm the Hispanic community and other 

communities of color that already suffer disproportionate energy burdens in 

Florida. Therefore, FPL’s rate increase would impact LULAC Florida because 

the organization will have to spend extra time advocating for better energy policy 
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and economic conditions for our members, taking away time and resources from 

other important LULAC campaigns, such as improving education and bilingual 

access. 

Q. How would FPL’s proposed rate increase impact the members of your 

organization? How do you know? 

A. I live and work in FPL’s territory, so I experience the effects of their bills first 

hand and know what’s happening with other LULAC members in my area. The 

high cost of living, especially in South Florida, is already affecting our members 

a lot. Rent, insurance, groceries, healthcare, and medication costs leave many 

LULAC members without much or any extra money as it is. Many people, 

including our members, are struggling just to keep the lights on in their homes, 

and keep the food on their tables. They don’t have money to put up their own 

solar panels or buy expensive new appliances to save energy. Increasing rates is 

not the way to help them. 

Q. Is your organization concerned about climate change? 

A. Yes, very concerned. We see that communities of color and specifically our 

members are underrepresented when it comes to decision-making regarding 

climate issues. There are no positive effects of climate change and lots of places 

where you see these negative issues, such as air pollution, are in communities of 

color. This is not a partisan-issue, this is a time for us to understand the crisis we 

are in. 

Q. Does your organization believe that FPL’s plan to keep burning methane gas 

for most of its power generation and to spend hundreds of millions of dollars 

for maintaining and upgrading gas plants will have an impact on the 

climate? 
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A. Yes, this will definitely have a very negative effect on our communities and 

cities. It is not the way to move forward because increased emissions will lead to 

more air pollution and contribute to climate change, the impacts of which 

disproportionately harm communities of color. FPL may say gas is clean 

burning, but only solar panels have zero harmful emissions for the people living 

around them. FPL needs to understand that we need to start looking at science. 

FPL should not be relying so much on gas plants and should be working to phase 

them out. At the same time, they have so much extra power they shouldn’t be 

making us pay for solar plants that they don’t really need either. 

Q. What is the mission of your organization? 

A. The mission of LULAC is to advance the economic condition, educational 

attainment, political influence, housing, health and civil rights of the Hispanic 

population of the United States. 

Q. How is the purpose of your organization being served by participating in 

this proceeding? 

A. We are interested in community advocacy. LULAC understands that we must 

not stay silent during this proceeding. We must take a stand and make our 

companies understand that they are putting profit before people LULAC’s 

intention is to create a pause, to have them understand how vital it is to make the 

correct decisions, especially where we find ourselves economically and with our 

climate. Unfortunately, we won’t get to have a voice at the table unless we 

participate in this proceeding. FPL’s decision to increase rates and invest in 

fossil-fuel generation will have a very negative effect on our communities and 

our state. 
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Q. Will a substantial number of your organization’s members be substantially 

affected by the Commission’s decision in this proceeding? How do you 

know? 

A. Yes, our members in South Florida and Sarasota certainly will be affected by the 

rising rates. However, whether they are FPL members or not, all of our members 

will be affected because other companies may emulate what FPL is doing. We 

are a grassroots organization; people volunteer their time to make sure we have 

these conversations. The communities we advocate for will be affected and they 

are our mission. 

Q. How is the subject matter of this proceeding within your organization’s 

general scope of interest and activity? 

A. It is in the interest of the community and anything that has an ill effect on the 

community is in our interest. This will put our communities at a disadvantage. 

The implications of this proceeding are relevant to LULAC’s mission. Because it 

seeks to improve the economic condition of its members, LULAC wants to 

decrease members’ energy burdens. Because it aims to improve the health of its 

members, LULAC wants to prevent excess greenhouse gas emissions from gas 

power plants. In advancing the housing conditions of its members, LULAC seeks 

to prevent further climate change, which is causing more destructive hurricanes 

and sea level rise, both of which pose risks to members’ homes. Because it aims 

to protect its members’ civil rights, LULAC intends to give its members a voice 

in the decision-making process of the energy system, which directly affects 

members in the ways listed above. Ultimately it is the mission of LULAC to 

advance the condition of the Hispanic community, and we have frequently 

fulfilled this mission by advocating at the Public Service Commission for the 
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well-being of our members and the broader Hispanic community. Our 

involvement in this rate case, to seek equitable rates and a transition away from 

harmful fossil-fuel powered generation, is no different. 

Q. Why is the relief requested in this proceeding appropriate for your 

organization to receive on behalf of its members? 

A. Everybody is just struggling right now with everything else, but here the 

Commission actually has the ability to do something for our members and other 

Floridians to help during the affordability crisis we’re having, instead of just 

piling on more costs. By rejecting FPL’s unneeded rate increase, the 

Commission can deliver real relief to our members and all Floridians. The 

Hispanic community is disproportionately energy burdened and keeping their 

bills from going up even more directly aligns with LULAC’s mission to advance 

the well-being of this community. 

Q. How has your organization engaged with utility matters in the past? 

A. We have been involved in other cases surrounding electricity, including FPL’s 

2021 rate case and in setting its energy efficiency goals in 2019 and 2024 in the 

FEECA proceeding. In total, we have intervened or been involved in the 

following PSC matters: In re: Petition for rate increase by Tampa Electric 

Company, Docket No. 20240026-EI, (2024); In re: Petition for rate increase by 

Duke Energy Florida, LLC, Docket No. 20240025-EI (2024); In re: Commission 

review cf numeric conservation goals, Docket Nos. 20240012-EG, 20240013-

EG, 202400 14-EG, 20240012-EG (2024); In re: Petition for rate increase by 

Florida Power & Light Company, Docket No. 20210015-EI (2021); In re: 

Preposed amendment cf Rule 25-17.0021, F.A.C., Goals for Electric Utilities, 

Docket No. 202000181-EU (2020); In re: Petition to initiate emergency 
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American Citizens, Zoraida Santana, and Jesse Moody Docket No. 202002 19-EI 

(2020); In re: Petition for approval cf demand-side management plan, Docket 

Nos. 20200053-EG, 20200054-EG, 20200055-EG, 20200056-EG (2020); and In 

re: Commission review cf numeric conservation goals Docket Nos. 20190015-

EG, 20190016-EG, 20190018-EG, 20190020-EG, 20 190021 -EG (2019). 

LULAC is also an appellant in three cases pending before the Florida Supreme 

Court related to Commission orders on electric regulation, including the order 

approving the settlement agreement in FPL’s 2021 rate case. 

Q. Why has LULAC engaged in these cases? 

A. We want to make sure that we advocate in the community and ensure that we 

don’t put people at a disadvantage for profit. Decisions made at the Public 

Service Commission have huge impacts on our membership and the Hispanic 

community. In order to fulfill our mission to advance the condition of our 

community, we have at times determined it was important to participate in utility 

or energy matters at the Commission and beyond. 

Q. Does this conclude your testimony? 

A. Yes, it does. 
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