


photography business, Lee Ann Meadows Photography, LLC. |
couldn't afford the rent prices in the area any longer, so | took the
big step to invest in my own home in a community that | want to be
a part of and contribute to.

When | bought this condo | knew it would be tight financially, but
I'm determined to make this work on my own. | had budgeted my
expenses and knew | could survive with my HOA, insurance, and
utilities as they were. An increase in my water and waterwaste
rate from under $30 to quite possibly hundreds of dollars per
month would literally be devasting to me financially. I've already
had to make improvements on my condo, including replacing the
air conditioning unit and several other major expenses along with
property tax, business tax, and business expenses.

The proposed bills — rising from roughly $30/month to over
$300/month — are neither just nor reasonable. Such a dramatic
and sudden increase violates the Commission’s duty under
Section 367.081(1), Florida Statutes, which requires that rates be
“fair, just, and reasonable” to both customers and the utility. Rates
must balance the utility’s right to recover prudent costs with
customers’ right to affordable and essential service.

| understand Grenelefe faces infrastructure challenges and
environmental compliance obligations. However, the proposed
approach unfairly shifts nearly all financial burden onto existing
customers. Under Florida law, the Commission has the authority
to:

. Require that new development and future growth pay
their proportionate share of capacity costs through plant
capacity charges (see §367.081(2)(a), Fla. Stat.), rather than
burdening current ratepayers.

. Spread recovery of major capital improvements over a
longer time horizon, instead of imposing immediate and
unaffordable increases.

. Consider whether grant funding, low-interest loans, or
state/federal assistance are available before approving
extreme increases.






