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State of Florida

Public Service Commission
INTERNAL AFFAIRS AGENDA
Tuesday — March 26, 2024
9:30 AM
Room 105 — Gerald L. Gunter Building

1. Legislative Update
2. General Counsel’s Report
3. Executive Director’s report

4. Other Matters

BB/aml

OUTSIDE PERSONS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION ON
ANY OF THE AGENDAED ITEMS SHOULD CONTACT THE
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT (850) 413-6463.



[I. Outside Persons Who
Wish to Address the
Commission at
Internal Affairs

Note: The records reflect that no outside persons

addressed the Commission at this Internal Affairs
meeting.



[II. Supplemental
Materials for Internal

Affairs

Note: The records reflect that there were no
supplemental materials provided to the Commission
during this Internal Affairs meeting.



IV. Transcript



1 BEFORE THE
FLORI DA PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON

2
3
4
5
6
7 PROCEEDI NGS: | NTERNAL AFFAI RS
8 COW SSI ONERS
PARTI Cl PATI NG CHAl RVAN M KE LA RCSA
9 COW SSI ONER ART GRAHAM
COW SSI ONER GARY F. CLARK
10 COW SSI ONER ANDREW G LES FAY
COW SSI ONER GABRI ELLA PASSI DOVO
11
DATE: Tuesday, March 26, 2024
12
Tl MVE: Commenced: 9:30 a.m
13 Concl uded: 9:44 a.m
14  PLACE: Betty Easl ey Conference Center
15 Room 148
4075 Espl anade \Way
16 Tal | ahassee, Florida
17 REPORTED BY: DEBRA R. KRI CK
Court Reporter and
18 Notary Public in and for
the State of Florida at Large
19
20
21 PREM ER REPORTI NG
TALLAHASSEE, FLORI DA
22 (850) 894-0828
23
24
25
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com

Premier Reporting (850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 CHAI RVAN LA RCSA: Al right. Wlcone this
3 norning to our Internal Affairs neeting. Today is
4 March 26t h.
5 | Iove how automatically at the room at 9:30
6 everything just went shush, right?
7 COW SSI ONER GRAHAM  Tr ai ni ng.
8 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: So, yeah, | guess -- |
9 guess so, right? This is supposed to be a casual
10 room right? |t got very serious.
11 So just a quick rem nder. Today's Internal
12 Affairs agenda a little bit short maybe than nor mal
13 of what we've had the |last couple -- the |ast
14 couple of nonths. O course, we have a hearing
15 af terwards, and, you know, we wanted to make sure
16 we have tine for that as we are pl anning.
17 First, maybe and forenost, one of the nost
18 i mportant things we do here in Internal Affairs is
19 our Enpl oyee of the Month. So | will tell you ny
20 office -- and, Andrew, | don't know how you worked
21 it, but I always felt we were behind. Like, we are
22 pi cking, and we are trying to choose. So |
23 actual ly have two Enpl oyees of the Month, but not
24 for the sane nonth. W are going to have
25 February's Enpl oyee of the Month and March's
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com

Premier Reporting (850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



1 Enpl oyee of the Month. So | think we're -- |
2 al ways get confused. | didn't know which nonth it
3 was, so | wanted to nake sure we recognize the
4 enpl oyee during that nmonth, so | think we are
S) t here.
6 So our Enpl oyee of the Month for February is
7 Wendi Deni son with Engi neering, Wendi -- oh, there
8 she is.
9 (Appl ause fromthe audi ence.)
10 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: As an Adm nistrative
11 Assi stant for the Safety section, obviously a very
12 I nportant role, Wendi not only coordi nhates data
13 subm ssions for several inspections, but also
14 processes travel and other records associated to
15 the tel ework enployees in the Mam and Tanpa
16 regi ons, which obviously is a little bit new to us
17 wi t h maki ng those operations work.
18 Regardl ess of the task, Wendi al ways provides
19 t horough results, conbined with a smle and bright
20 attitude. O course, very inportant, her know edge
21 and records of procedures is also assistive to the
22 Conmmi ssion in obtaining high marks during the
23 annual PHVBA eval uati ons of the pipeline safety
24 program
25 Wil e she may not be in the |inelight, which
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1 is a good thing for the safety section, of course,
2 she's a shining star in the division. So, Wndi,
3 congratul ations for Enpl oyee of the Month for

4 February.

5 V5. DENI SON:  Thank you.

6 (Appl ause fromthe audi ence.)

10
11
12
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15
16
17
18
19
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21
22
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1 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: So our Enpl oyee of the

2 Month for March is Yen Ngo. Yen is with the CAO

3 She's actually in -- down in Mam . She works

4 renotely. So, of course, she could not be wth us

5 today. But | did talk to her and, of course, |et

6 her know t hat she had won the Enpl oyee of the Month

7 for March.

8 She started her career with the PSC in the

9 Bureau of Auditing in 1995 as a staff auditor, and
10 what was fornmally, of course, the Mam district

11 office. After the closure of the office, Yen began
12 a working renotely. As a 29-year staff nenber, she
13 has worked on nunerous audits during her tenure at
14 t he Conmmi ssi on.

15 Yen's dedication to her audits and attention
16 to detail plays a significant role in the tinely

17 rel ease of professional quality and audit reports
18 i ssued follow ng, of course, a conpleted audit in
19 our investigations, if there are any.

20 Yen's self-notivation and work ethic nakes her
21 a val ued enpl oyee of the Comm ssion. So | rem nded
22 her, | said, even though that she's, you know,

23 she's not here, she's thought of, of course. And
24 her work is an inportant part of what we do, so

25 help me in congratul ati ng Yen Ngo, Enpl oyee of the
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1 Mont h.
2 (Appl ause fromthe audi ence.)
3 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: Al right. So on main
4 stage is our legislative update, so | wll toss it
5 over to Lance.
6 MR, WATSON: All right. Chairman,
7 Comm ssi oners, good nor ni ng.
8 Florida's 2024 | egislative session ended on
9 March 8th, and the Governor has until June 30th to
10 sign bills into law. Just a couple of stats. This
11 year, 1,487 bills were filed with 325 of those
12 passi ng both chanbers. And of those bills that
13 passed, fromour Alist we had four bills specific
14 t hat passed both chanbers, and | will go through
15 t hose real quick and kind of what that inpact is on
16 t he PSC.
17 The first one, of cures, being our agency
18 bill, Senate Bill 364. This is a RAF bill. This
19 did pass. It ended up with passing with one
20 caveat, there is a Sunset on it, and that Sunset
21 expires July 1st, 2028. So four-year Sunset before
22 we have to take additional action on it.
23 The second bill, Senate Bill 366, the gas
24 safety bill. This, of course, raises the per
25 violation civil penalty to a certain anount until
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1 June 30th, 2025, and then after that, assigns the
2 PSC the responsibility to establish those maxi num
3 penal ties, and that's based on the Consuner Price
4 | ndex Federal Pipeline Safety Penalties and
5 Legislative Intent to maintain certification with
6 t he pipeline and hazardous materials safety
7 adm nistration. This requires the PSC to annually
8 review this and, if necessary, to revise it, and to
9 adopt rules inplenenting these provisions. That
10 takes effect July 1, 2024.
11 The next bill, Senate Bill 478, the
12 desi gnation of eligible telecomunication carriers.
13 This bill authorizes the PSC to designate entities
14 upon petition as eligible telecomunication
15 carriers for lifeline services provided they are
16 t el ecommuni cati ons conpani es or commercial nobile
17 radi o service providers.
18 And the last bill, of course, House Bill 1645,
19 the energy resources bill. This is an omni bus
20 bill. It contains nunerous provisions related to
21 energy, but really the four areas that inpact the
22 PSC. The first being requires the PSC to determ ne
23 upon notice by a public utility whether an
24 of f-schedul ed power plant retirenent is prudent and
25 consistent with the state's energy policy goals.
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1 The second requires the PSC to devel op a pl an

2 to conduct an assessnent of the security and

3 resiliency of the state's electric grid and natural

4 gas facilities against both physical threats and

5 cyber threats.

6 The third allows the PSC to approve utility

7 prograns for electric vehicle charging under

8 certain conditions.

9 And then lastly, the fourth requires the PSC
10 to study and eval uate the technical and econonic
11 feasibility of using advanced nucl ear power
12 technol ogies, and to submt a report of its
13 fi ndi ngs and reconmendati ons.

14 | wll note that as of this norning, those
15 four bills | nmentioned have not been presented to
16 the Governor yet do approval. But once they are,
17 he will have 15 days to make a determ nation on
18 t hose.

19 Any questions on the bills?

20 COMM SSI ONER GRAHAM  Yeah. Back up to that
21 | ast bill.

22 MR WATSON: Ckay.

23 COMW SSI ONER GRAHAM  Go over that cyber

24 threat part again.

25 MR, WATSON: Ckay. This -- this -- it says
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1 that it requires the PSC to develop a plan to
2 conduct an assessnent of the security and
3 resiliency of the state's electric grid and natural
4 gas facilities against both physical threats and
5 cyber threats.
6 COW SSI ONER GRAHAM  Ckay. Thank you.
7 MR. WATSON:  Any ot her questions?
8 CHAl RVAN LA ROSA: Lance, none of these have
9 been signed by the Governor, right?
10 MR, WATSON: No, sir. Not yet.
11 CHAI RMAN LA RCSA: Probably not even sent to
12 hi m yet .
13 1645, that's very conprehensive, |ike you
14 noted. |Is there a way, maybe we can, in the fall
15 or at sone point later this year, we can nmaybe do a
16 foll owup, especially with the reporting and ki nd
17 of the uni queness of things that we have got to do
18 as an agency?
19 MR, WATSON:  Sure.
20 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: Just kind of highlight what
21 we' ve done. | know sone of these -- sonme of the
22 ot her bills have rul emaki ng, sonme of the things
23 that we will make adjustnents to, which is pretty
24 standard and we're pretty good at, but that one is
25 alittle bit unique, right, where we are kind of
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10

1 maybe taking on sone things that we --
2 MR WATSON: Yes, sir.
3 CHAI RVAN LA RCSA: -- haven't done, really
4 hadn't done in a long tinme, so | would kind of |ike
5 to see that just naybe to update us and see we are
6 and t houghts and i nputs.
7 MR, WATSON:. Sure. Yeah, that sounds good.
8 Any ot her questions on bills?
9 I wll quickly go over the budget real quick.
10 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: Sure. That's inportant.
11 MR, WATSON: In total, the budget cane out to
12 117.5 billion. Florida's reserve total 16.3
13 billion. And in that budget includes a
14 t hree-percent pay raise for State enpl oyees, and
15 pays of f $500 million of outstanding state debt.
16 The retirenent systemal so saw a change for
17 reenploying retirees. Retiring enployees may
18 return to work six nonths after DROP ends, and they
19 will not have to defer their retirenment for another
20 six nonths after that.
21 Qur budget, the PSC was fully funded at
22 $30, 737,974 and all 272 positions per our LBR  And
23 then in an effort to reduce Floridians' tax burden,
24 t he budget also includes tax relief efforts
25 totaling up to 1.5 billion. 450 mllion of that is
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11

1 a total rebate programfor drivers with nore than

2 35 toll transactions a nonth, a credit for

3 homeowners insurers who | ower prem uns, and a slew

4 of tax holidays, which includes a two-week back to

5 school sales tax holiday, a 30-day freedom nonth

6 sal es tax holiday, a one-week tool tine sales tax

7 hol i days, and two separate disaster preparedness

8 tax holi days.

9 And then lastly, not that we are counting the
10 days, but the 2025 | egislative session will convene
11 on March 4th and then gavel out on May 2nd.

12 And with that, that's a -- that's all | have
13 for you all today, other than | would note two

14 other bills that we were tracking that did not

15 pass, House Bill 1277, the -- what we called the

16 muni bill. This year, it died on second reading in
17 the House. And then lastly, the RNG bill, Senate
18 Bill 480, passed the full Senate, but dies in House
19 nmessages, and then its conpani on, House Bill 683,
20 died inits last conmttee stop conmerce.

21 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: CGotcha. Seened like that
22 certainly had sone novenent on, it didn't cross the
23 finish.

24 MR, WATSON: Yeah.

25 CHAl RVAN LA ROSA:  Awesone.
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12

1 COWMWM SSI ONER FAY: Thanks for all your work.
2 I know you were downtown a |ot.
3 MR WATSON:  Sure.
4 COMM SSI ONER FAY: | appreciate it.
5 MR. WATSON: Yeah. Thank you all.
6 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: Yeah, certainly a busier
7 sessi on maybe than --
8 MR. WATSON: Than | ast year for sure, yeah, it
9 was. That it was.
10 CHAI RMAN LA ROCSA:  Awesone. Well, thank you
11 for the update, and, yeah, certainly | ook forward
12 to the foll owups, of course, as tine goes on, and
13 i ke you said, before you knowit, we wll be back
14 in the swing of things.
15 Al right. Let's nove on to the CGeneral
16 Counsel 's report.
17 MR. HETRI CK: Thank you, Chairman. Good
18 norni ng, Menbers. | have no report, sir.
19 CHAI RVAN LA ROSA: Mve on to the Executive
20 Di rector.
21 MR. BAEZ: Thank you, Chairman. Good norning,
22 Conmm ssi oners. A couple of housekeeping issues.
23 First, the agency -- the PSC normally
24 regularly participates in career fairs, certainly
25 t he nearer ones here at FSU and FAMJ. And this
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1 year, we have identified and brought onboard a

2 couple of interns and I wanted to wel cone them

3 Brianna York is a FAMJ Busi ness Adm ni stration

4 maj or, and Scott Quigley is an FSU Fi nance nmj or.

5 Both started on March 18th, and they are both

6 detailed to AFAB, so they will have -- they wll

7 have their hands full soon enough by the cal endar.

8 We want to wel cone them and wi sh them wel | .

9 They will be with us, | think | said eight weeks,
10 and we are always on the | ookout for new young

11 talent, and hopefully future full-tinme enpl oyees.
12 So wel cone to them

13 Secondly, just to tack on regardi ng House Bil
14 1645, and, Chairman, | know that you want to have
15 an update in terns of the inplenentation. And even
16 t hough we -- as Lance said, they haven't been

17 presented to the -- certainly, that one hasn't been
18 presented to the Governor for signature. W have
19 every high confidence that that should be

20 forthcom ng.

21 W are starting to reach out to not just

22 I nterested stakehol ders, kind of form ng

23 participation rosters, as one wuuld call it, and

24 al so reaching out to the liaisons for the different
25 agencies that are listed in terns of consultation
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1 under the different sections, both for the --
2 specifically for the nuclear feasibility study, and
3 then the cybersecurity piece as well. So we w ||
4 be keeping you up-to-date on how that's
5 progressing. Certainly, you said fall. It may be
6 sonme tinme sooner than that, one would hope. So
7 stay tuned.
8 And lastly, | know you nentioned the hearing
9 i mredi ately follow ng, and our next Agenda is on
10 April 2nd, which is next Tuesday.
11 And if you don't have questions, that's the
12 end of ny report.
13 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: Awesone. Thank you.
14 Conmi ssi oners?
15 Well, | amexcited for the interns. That was
16 a big part -- | wanted to, of course, get folks --
17 young fol ks involved, and hopefully they do maybe
18 end up becom ng future enpl oyees.
19 MR, BAEZ: OCh, absolutely. W consider
20 oursel ves | ucky when we can find, you know, folks
21 that take an interest in public service that early
22 on --
23 CHAl RVAN LA ROSA:  Sure.
24 MR, BAEZ: -- and certainly catching them
25 before they have bigger choices, we can sink our
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15

1 claws into them and | think -- | think we have
2 been pretty well successful --
3 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: CGot cha.
4 MR BAEZ: -- in getting sonme good keepers.
5 CHAI RVAN LA RCSA:  You have got the Kool -Aid
6 that you can --
7 MR, BAEZ: Well, Kool-Aidis calories and
8 sugars and oils and AL1C kind of things you don't
9 want to be dealing with, but, yes, your point is
10 taken, and that's sort of the strategy.
11 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA:  Yeah. In eight weeks,
12 there is -- although it seens like a small w ndow,
13 there's a | ot that happens here.
14 MR, BAEZ: A |ot happens -- a | ot can happen.
15 In the right eight weeks, there is a lifetineg,
16 SO --
17 COMM SSI ONER PASSIDOMO | will definitely
18 make a plug is that | started here as a | egal
19 i ntern.
20 MR, BAEZ: There you go.
21 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Yeah, so definitely.
22 And the Kool-Aid -- | nean, everyone knows, GCL has
23 sone of the best hone table buffets going on, so
24 that didn't hurt com ng back for full --
25 MR BAEZ: It was | egendary, Comm ssioner.
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1 Absol ut el y.

2 I -- 1 wal k heavi er nowadays because of that

3 oak table over the years.

4 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO Yeabh.

5 MR. BAEZ: Good luck to our interns, and

6 hopefully many nore to cone.

7 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: Thank you.

8 Anybody el se?

9 Al right. So any other matters? Anything

10 we' ve got before us?

11 No one has asked nme about what the song of the
12 nmonth was. Man, | skipped right through it?

13 MR, BAEZ: It's tel ephone, M. Tel ephone Man.
14 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: So Tel ephone Man by New

15 Addition. | do have to research sone of these

16 songs, by the way. So don't think I know all of

17 these, and | certainly don't. Submtted by C ayton
18 Lew s of Engi neering.

19 So that was an original, as in, we' ve had sone
20 duplicate subm ssions. That was a one and only so
21 far. So | don't necessarily have a gradi ng scal e,
22 but creativity does go into it. So when we have

23 sone creativity, it certainly stands out to ne, so
24 t hanks, C ayton, for submtting that and getting us
25 going this norning as we wal ked in.
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17

1 So besides that, | know we've got a hearing in
2 the hearing room |Is 20 m nutes okay? That's an
3 odd tine to start. That would be 10:05. W will
4 try to get that going at 10:05.
5 MR BAEZ: | would -- | would just junp in and
6 say, with the |awers, that's fine. | don't know
7 what it was noticed for, so --
8 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: It was imrediately after.
9 MR, FUTRELL: |Immediately follow ng.
10 MR, BAEZ: |Immediately followng. If it was
11 i mredi ately follow ng, then, yeah. Sorry, | didn't
12 nmean to interject.
13 CHAI RMAN LA ROSA: So we wll make it a point
14 to try to get over there, because we are changi ng
15 roons, at 10: 05, cool? Awesone.
16 Besi des that, see that this neeting is
17 adj ourned, and we will see everybody soon.
18 Thank you.
19 (Proceedi ngs concl uded.)
20
21
22
23
24
25
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