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1. City of Tallahassee’s Clean Energy Transition, presented by Michael Ohlsen, Clean Energy
& Resource Planning Manager, Electric & Gas Utility (Attachment 1)

2. Legislative Update
3. General Counsel’s Report
4. Executive Director’s report

5. Other Matters
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/Clean Energy Resolution

* By 2035 - Achieve 100% clean, renewable energy
in City Operations

* By 2050 - Achieve 100% clean, renewable energy
Community-wide

Develop a plan... with broad public input.

Give priority to ensuring that the most vulnerable
residents share in the benefits of the Clean Energy
transition.

Initiate an Integrated Resource Planning (IRP) study.

|dentify intermediate targets and steps to achieve
the goals.




The Planning Process: Creating our Clean Energy Roadmap
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Technical Study: Potential Interim Targets (5-10 years)

Utility Solar Expansion
= 120-200 MW

! Utility Energy Storage
= 100-250 MWh

STUDY:

Internal Transmission System
= Bolster Capacity

ﬁ Rooftop Solar Expansion
= 30-60 MW

% Transportation
= 10% sales

Energy Efficiency
= 5% reduction

Small Modular
Reactors



Public Engagement: Community Input & Readiness
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Public Engagement: Community Input & Readiness

 Open “Community Conversations” wrapped up in Dec 2022.
* Stakeholder discussions continue through Apr/May 2023.

Recurring Themes

* |mpact to Utility Rates

* Rooftop Solar (Renter Limitations)

* Electric Vehicle Charging

 Energy Efficiency & Smart Home Tech
e Partnerships w/ Universities (R&D)
 Other Transportation (Multi-Modal)

* Reliability, Resiliency of Grid
 Federal Incentives




Policy & Action Item Matrix: Clean Energy Roadmap
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Final Steps: Creating our Clean Energy Roadmap

Remaining Timeline —

 Continue clean energy implementation efforts (on-going)

* Wrap up stakeholder discussions (Apr/May 2023)

* Finalize policy & program recommendations (May 2023)

 Submit findings & recommendations to City Commission (June 2023)

* Publish Clean Energy Roadmap (July 2023)

a Clean Energy —» Clean Energy
» .
Resolution @I Roadmap
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Michael Ohlsen

Clean Energy & Resource Planning Manager
Electric & Gas Utility

Phone: 850-688-3949 (m)
Email: CleanEnergy@Talgov.com

web: Talgov.com/CleanEnergyPlan



[I. Outside Persons Who
Wish to Address the
Commission at
Internal Affairs

Note: The records reflect that no outside persons

addressed the Commission at this Internal Affairs
meeting.



[II. Supplemental
Materials for Internal

Affairs

Note: The records reflect that there were no
supplemental materials provided to the Commission
during this Internal Affairs meeting.



IV. Transcript
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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 CHAI RVAN FAY: Al right. Good norning,
3 everyone. |If you could grab your seats, we wl|
4 get started with our Internal Affairs neeting for
S t hi s norni ng.
6 | want to start by recognizing our enployee of
7 it the nmonth. This is -- well, | guess | wll
8 tease it out. | won't tell you yet. But since
9 j oi ning our cost recovery section in 2019, this
10 person has proven an outstandi ng enpl oyee, an
11 i nval uabl e nmenber of AFD. He al so volunteers his
12 time in energy to help other staff that nay need
13 hel p.
14 As a supervisor, he is constantly working to
15 bui | d knowl edge of regulatory matters and i s al ways
16 hel ping his staff to develop their -- their skil
17 set al so.
18 This person is detail oriented, results
19 driven, approach to utility regulation has all owed
20 the Commi ssion to respond quickly and accurately to
21 dynam ¢ econom c conditions. He is an excellent
22 exanpl e of the type of people that we want at the
23 PSC, and for these reasons, | want to recognize
24 Devlin H ggins as our enployee of the nonth this
25 nont h, so please join ne.
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1 (Appl ause fromthe audi ence.)
2 CHAI RVAN FAY: | thought maybe he was here. |
3 don't see him So we didn't enbarrass himtoo nuch
4 because he is not here, but -- and | have gotten a
5 chance to working with Devlin, and he is truly an
6 out st andi ng enpl oyee for our -- our agency. | know
7 we all have and appreciate his skill set, and I
8 think he has a bright future here at the PSC.
9 So with that, Conm ssioners, we will nove into
10 our |A Internal Affairs, material for this
11 norning. We will be starting with the Gty of
12 Tal | ahassee Cl ean Energy Transition presentation
13 fromM chael Onlsen, and | think of we've got sone
14 slides also for your -- with your presentation this
15 norni ng, so when you are ready, you are recognized
16 to begin your presentation.
17 MR. OHLSEN. Fantastic. Thank you, Chairman
18 Fay.
19 Good norning, Conm ssioners. As Chairman Fay
20 nmentioned, ny nane is Mchael OChlsen. | work with
21 the City of Tallahassee's electric and gas utility.
22 In particular, | amin a group that's called the
23 El ectric SystemIntegrated Pl anning. And anong
24 various roles, one is in shepherding this
25 transition to a clean energy future.
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1 As Chairman Fay nentioned, there are a nunber
2 of slides to help guide the conversation. These
3 are nostly adapted froma nunber of presentations
4 and engagenent we've done with the comunity, but I
5 offer themup just as sort of a context or guide
6 for our conversation this norning.
7 My preference is for nore of a conversationa
8 tone with ny updates. So as | go through the
9 slides, or I go through ny information, please feel
10 free to stop, ask questions, or after sort of
11 setting the stage, happy to go back to any parts
12 and pi eces.
13 Staff was very generous in giving ne sort of a
14 wi de array to talk around, and so we can -- we can
15 di ve deeper into any of these elenents. | have
16 chosen, sort of as the focus, the latest chapter in
17 sort of this clean energy transition.
18 The City, it could be argued, started this
19 back decades ago, in the '90s, offering free hone
20 energy audits, a whole host of what we call
21 dermand- si de managenent to our energy efficiency
22 type incentives and all. And over the decades,
23 we've -- we've nade inprovenents.
24 What -- what | wanted to share today was j ust
25 this -- sort of the final chapter in this planning
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1 process that | think is really interesting. And --
2 and it begins to talk on our -- our play in the
3 renewabl e energy space.
4 Just real quick, just kind of to set the
5 foundation. | amnot certain if many or any of you
6 are City of Tall ahassee electric and gas custoners,
7 but just the quick stats. W serve about 127,000
8 custoners, 20,000 of which are comrercial. W have
9 three generating plants, all of which are fuel ed by
10 natural gas. As this photo woul d suggest, we al so
11 take power froma rather |arge solar farm|l ocated
12 adj acent to our airport. | think we still have the
13 distinction of calling it the largest airport based
14 solar farm It provides 62 negawatts of power
15 t hrough a power purchase agreenent.
16 Wil e we have nade great strides in this
17 transition to renewabl e energy back in 2016-'17, as
18 the nation was maybe dialing back its comnmtnents
19 to the Kyoto Protocols, the Paris Accords, the
20 climate change, our comm ssion deci ded, nope, let's
21 -- let's reinforce our commtnent.
22 So they put forth a clean energy resolution in
23 2019 that basically directed staff, cone up with a
24 plan no |ater than 2050 to transition our entire
25 energy sector to clean, em ssions free energy.
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1 That's both the built environnent as well as
2 transportation.
3 In the interim let's practice what we preach.
4 There are sone interimgoals by 2035 to be 100
5 percent of -- municipal operations 100 percent
6 cl ean, renewabl e energy. | amproud to say we net
7 that netric when we brought on |ine our second
8 sol ar systemat the airport, which now provides
9 energy for City operations.
10 There is other interimgoals related to
11 transportation to basically mgrate our bus and
12 city fleets to all electric. W are about 15
13 percent of the way on our fleets, and a third of
14 the way on our bus system
15 But the resolution did a bit nore than set
16 targets. It provided a framework by which to
17 create this plan. | think this m ght be sonewhat
18 unique to a nmunicipal utility environnent, in that
19 this plan was to be shaped and infornmed with broad
20 public support, with a keen eye in how the plan
21 m ght affect and benefit our nore vul nerable
22 popul ations within our community, traditionally
23 mar gi nal i zed popul ations, that it is based on
24 science information. So econom c and techni cal
25 potential. And that this plan first bring back
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1 internmedi ate targets and steps.

2 And so it's with this context that | wanted to

3 ki nd of share with you how this journey has gone

4 over the past two, three years here.

5 So ultimately, what we are striving for is

6 devel oping a roadmap. And as | alluded to on the

7 | ast slide, what we have is a two-part approach. A

8 technical study, or the integrated resource plan,

9 which y'all are probably famliar with in this

10 space. That plan sets certain targets or, rather,
11 recommendations that we translate into targets.

12 And | wll share with you what we've | earned from
13 that plan. But at the core of it all is broad

14 publ i c engagenent, feedback, both from

15 st akehol ders, fromresidents, basically fromthe

16 conmuni ty.

17 We are closing in on the final pieces of this.
18 Hopefully this sumer, we'll bring before our City
19 Conmm ssi oners our recomrendations, or our roadmap.
20 Agai n, based on the technical study inforned by the
21 public and specific to Tall ahassee.

22 So just as a way of quick background. Qur --
23 our current system as | nentioned, |argely natural
24 gas-fired power plants, with about five percent of
25 our energy needs being provided by the solar plant
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1 out at the -- at the airport.

2 Through our integrated resource plan study, we

3 took a | ook at the follow ng supply-side options.

4 We tried to understand what's the potential for

5 solar. R ght now, the solar we have out at the

6 airport is sort of the technical limt that our

7 system can nmanage w thout al so beginning to

8 i ntegrate energy storage.

9 So the intermttency that's brought about with
10 | arge sol ar energy, we've got the capacity within
11 our current grid to -- to ride that out to keep the
12 system bal anced. But as we contenpl ate the next
13 | arge solar farm we are going to have to look to
14 pair that wth sonme type of energy storage
15 t echnol ogy.

16 So this study is hel ping us understand what
17 that potential is, what the staging mght be. W
18 al so | ooked at what are other both current viable
19 cl ean energy resources, and -- and what's on the
20 hori zon.

21 As you all probably imgine, wind energy is
22 sonet hing we | ooked at, but there isn't a good

23 utility potential -- utility-scale potential here.
24 But we did | ook at a portfolio or two that

25 cont enpl ated maybe wheeling it in from m dwest.

112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com

Premier Reporting

(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



1 That woul d require sonme transm ssion capacity
2 expansi ons and such.
3 So this -- this whole | RP process | ooked to
4 understand, and we | ooked at it through eight
5 di fferent pathways, what m x of these supply-side
6 resources mght be viable for the City.
7 On this list too, we -- we did |ook at small
8 nodul ar reactors as a possi ble piece down the road.
9 Not sonet hing woul d we take any action on, but
10 begin to watch what is its potential, as that's
11 pil oted out west.
12 And what is the -- the benefit or the
13 potential for green hydrogen, since we are also a
14 natural gas utility, what's the potential for using
15 that sane infrastructure for hydrogen?
16 On that natural gas front, a third of our
17 custoner base is served with natural gas. W
18 | ooked at the potential for renewabl e forns natural
19 gas, as well as what's the potential for customner
20 adoption of electric vehicles, of rooftop solar, or
21 ot herwi se community sided sol ar.
22 Al of that kind of plays in. At the core is
23 still large focus on that energy footprint, or
24 what's the potential for deeper cuts through energy
25 ef ficiency conservation, both on our residenti al
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10

1 and conmerci al si de.
2 And then finally, as we ook at the utility of
3 the future, how do we shift fromkind of one-way
4 flow of energy fromutility to custoner and begin
5 to enbrace sone of the automation technol ogi es that
6 allow us to -- to kind of shepherd flows both ways
7 usi ng conmunity as maybe an energy storage
8 resource, and we could take a deeper dive into
9 t hose.
10 So again, as part of our technical study, we
11 | ooked at different m xes of supply-side resources,
12 tried to understand trends, adoption potential on
13 t he custonmer demand-side. Wat our consultants
14 cane up with was, you know, our -- our next best
15 steps over the three- to five-, 10-year period, is
16 basi cally a doubling, maybe upwards 200 negawatts
17 of utility-scale solar -- solar coupled with energy
18 storage necessary or needed to bal ance our system
19 and what ever bol stering of our transm ssion and
20 per haps distribution system m ght be needed.
21 On the customer side, while there are sone
22 on-line prograns that woul d suggest the potenti al
23 for rooftop and custoner-sided solar cough top 200
24 nmegawatts, our studies were |looking at a -- a nore
25 kind of realistic build-out over the next several
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11

1 years.

2 We are currently just north of about 10

3 nmegawatts collectively of rooftop solar. CQur

4 interimtarget would I ook to get to 30 to 50 by,

5 say, 2030, and hel p us understand, well, what

6 pronpts would we need to nove the conmunity there.

7 And later, | can talk nore about, well, what do we

8 offer in that space.

9 Transportation, or the mgration to electric
10 vehicles, is going to be a bit nore challenging for
11 us to understand, well, what are our |everage
12 points there? This is sonmewhat a new field for us
13 integrating the transportation sector into sort of
14 the electric grid, or power system
15 That said, we are making plans to build out
16 public fast-charging stations across the city. W
17 are finishing up designs and placenent of our first
18 fewto signal to the public, hey, EVs are here.

19 For those who may not have access to charging

20 overni ght, or through their business or work space,

21 we are | ooking to set up a publicly staged charging

22 infrastructure. And then finally, where can we

23 t ake deeper dives in energy efficiency?

24 Wthin this internediate plan is also to keep

25 our eye on where other technol ogi es are energing,
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12

1 you know, to include maybe of fshore wind, to
2 I ncl ude maybe tidal, geo thernmal, perhaps the
3 potential for biomass, but that's all, as you are
4 probably aware, part of that planning process.
5 This slide was just -- the next two slides
6 were just to suggest, we took the guidance of
7 i ncl ude broad public support very seriously and
8 very genuinely. So while the study took the better
9 part of two years to both nodel our system and
10 understand the technical and econom c potential for
11 these different supply and demand-si de resources,
12 we began our public engagenent process early on,
13 and we -- we took an iterative step -- process
14 here, rather, starting with largely sort of one way
15 communi cation signaling to the community, hey, we
16 are starting this clean energy planning process.
17 W would like to invite you all in on the
18 conversati on.
19 So it was largely the -- the first coupl e of
20 rounds was information sharing. But then we
21 started mgrating to nore of discussion and then
22 del i beration around, well, what makes sense? As we
23 begi n to understand those technical potentials,
24 techni cal and econom c potential, what nakes sense
25 for Tall ahassee as to best next steps? And over
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13

1 the pass winter and actually up through the next
2 few weeks, we will continue that process.
3 What we are hearing fromthe public probably
4 cones to as no surprise. You know, first and
5 forenost, nmaintain -- and these are ny words or
6 translation -- the robustness and resilience of our
7 el ectric system our power system Be careful not
8 to put upward pressure on rates. So affordability
9 was a key, refrain or thene fromthe comunity.
10 When it cane to kind of talk around | arge
11 solar farns, as you m ght know from just driving
12 t hrough Tal | ahassee, or Google Maps, we are a tree
13 city. There was concern, well, does this plan
14 require us to clearcut |ands, or use lands that are
15 ot herwi se viable for other uses?
16 So a lot of the things you woul d expect to
17 hear, but nostly it canme back to sort of, well,
18 what's in it for me? How can | benefit? Mst of
19 t he conversation tended to be around information.
20 Does sol ar make sense for nme on ny hone/ busi ness?
21 How do we transition to electric vehicles?
22 So all of that conmes to this, | think is ny
23 second to last slide, and then | will pause and see
24 what questions you all have, but ultimtely, what
25 I's our roadmap?
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And the way we | ook to stage it, or bundle
these policy or action itens, we are in two canps.
So what can the Cty do itself, in its operations,
inits service utilities? And what can we enable
in the comunity through incentives, through
prograns, through education, perhaps even through
ordi nances to direct this transition in the
comunity? And we did it through or across three
di fferent buckets.

So under the renewabl e energy bucket, there is
what we can do on the utility side sets
utility-scale solar in the interimwth energy
storage, and on the residential side, rooftop
sol ar, maybe canopy sol ar over parking |lots, open
space and such.

The ot her bucket was this deeper dive into
efficiency, conservation, both on the Cty, and
what we can enable within the community.

And then finally this -- this additional |ens
to what is the future of clean transportation? Qur
initial take is that's electrification. So to be
ready, both on the utility and city side by getting
infrastructure in place to neet that of charging
demand, and al so on the community side, putting

prograns in place to both educate and -- and help
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1 nove the community to make these choi ces.
2 So we bundled the different action itens that
3 wi |l make up the roadmap in these six to seven
4 categories. W are in the process right now of
5 vetting it through our various different
6 st akehol der groups. And ultimately, | hope to put
7 a cohesive set of policies, or, again, what | call
8 the roadmap, before our City Commi ssion in the next
9 coupl e of nonths. So here's just sort of the quick
10 tinmeline fromthis point forward.
11 But going back to the beginning of ny
12 presentation. This journey started decades ago
13 what | shared with you over the past 10, 15 m nutes
14 or so, was just a closer ook at, well, what is
15 shapi ng sone of -- sone of the reconmendati ons
16 we'll put forth to | eadership? And on that front,
17 happy to revisit any of the slides or information
18 and share with you additional details.
19 So, Chairman Fay, let nme give you the floor
20 back and - -
21 CHAI RMAN FAY: Geat. Thank you.
22 MR, OHLSEN: -- and see what questions you
23 have.
24 CHAI RMAN FAY: Yeah. Thank you, M. Ohlsen.
25 | do have a few questions and then I wll -- 1 wll
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1 make sure if ny coll eagues have anything, we wl]l

2 go to them

3 | wanted to ask -- so | know you are working

4 through this plan and process that you just

5 described. Do you -- how do -- as a nunicipa

6 utility, how do you sort of define success? |

7 mean, do you conpare it to other municipal --

8 muni ci palities in the state, or do you | ook

9 towards, like, other nmunicipalities in other

10 states? O [10Us? O how do you kind of figure

11 out, based on your size, what you see as realistic
12 and what you are able do as it relates to

13 renewabl es?

14 MR, OHLSEN:. Yeah. So how do we define

15 success? | think we mght define it differently in
16 di fferent contexts.

17 So one of the primary drivers for this plan

18 was to maintain our position as a national | eader
19 in this space. W have been recogni zed for various
20 different efforts on our demand-si de managenent

21 prograns, and such.

22 So, you know, on the local front, | think we
23 woul d define success by our ability to hit these

24 targets over the next five to 10 years here.

25 On the national front, it's -- or let's say on
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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1 the state front, while we mght | ook at
2 I nvestor-owned utilities, we certainly have nore of
3 a collaborative effort with other nunici pal
4 utilities in the state. So while we sought to
5 understand what is the potential, or what's the
6 pat hway forward for, say, solar and energy storage,
7 how do we westle with ranp rates and the technical
8 I ssues?
9 We formed a coalition with other Florida
10 muni ci pality -- or nmunicipal utilities. The
11 acronym bei ng FAASSTeR. Gosh, | -- the Florida
12 Association for -- or Alliance for Accelerating
13 Sol ar and Storage Technol ogy Readi ness. W are
14 wor ki ng together to try to learn fromeach other
15 t here.
16 So | don't know that success woul d necessarily
17 be, well, who did it first, or who did it better?
18 But, hey, the -- if em ssion reductions and
19 ultimately climate mtigation is the goal, | think
20 it's an all-in approach, versus, you know, that
21 t eam approach, versus, you know, first across the
22 finish |ine.
23 Sol -- | would say, in the space of -- seeing
24 us as national |leaders in this space is what is our
25 contribution to sort of the state goals, or other
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1 muni ci pal utility goal s? Wat can we share with
2 then? What can we glean so that collectively we
3 all nove forward?
4 And then, Chairman Fay, as you alluded to, we
5 al so | ook outside Florida. So while we have a
6 uni que denographi c, geographic sun profile,
7 renewabl e energy resource profile, it's often
8 interesting to see what they are doing in Texas out
9 west, in northeast, in other countries to -- to
10 | earn.
11 How we define success on that front, again,
12 that may | ook very different than what we do on the
13 | ocal, or even state context. But we are invited
14 on occasion to share what our experience has been
15 both in Florida and locally here.
16 Finally, | would say success too is -- is
17 measured by our -- our sharehol ders, our comunity.
18 We enjoy a high I evel of satisfaction anong our
19 residential and conmercial custoners. W currently
20 al so enjoy one of the |owest rates both for
21 residential, and we are the | owest rate anong
22 non- demand conmercial custoners in the state. So |
23 thi nk success also is a reflection of that. Qur
24 ability to push the boundaries and grow the
25 boundaries of this clean energy transition, but do
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1 it in a way that makes us both viable and
2 af f or dabl e.
3 So, Chairman, | apol ogi ze, | nmay have gone
4 wi de on that, and clearly have sone thinking to do.
5 That's part of the planning process. How are you
6 goi ng to know you have -- you have succeeded? In
7 the interim these will be sort of our initial
8 goal s, have we hit these?
9 Dd that --
10 CHAI RMAN FAY: Yeah, that answers the
11 guesti on.
12 MR OHLSEN:. -- | hope answered the question.
13 CHAI RMAN FAY: Yeah, and you nentioned -- you
14 nenti oned, you know, price and bei ng consci ous of
15 that wwth the custonmers. How do you guys go about
16 the -- the cost-effective -- |ike the Conmmi ssion
17 historically has | ooked at a | ot of resources
18 changes where there will, overall, be savings for
19 customers. | amsure you do a simlar analysis,
20 but obviously with sone volatility in fuel markets,
21 t hat conversation has kind of sped up for a | ot of
22 people to say, you know, what is the risk as it
23 rel ates conpared to, you know, putting sone sort of
24 renewabl e in.
25 Do you find yourselves, as a nunicipal, is --
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1 is that cost-effectiveness or the cal cul ation of
2 what coul d happen with fuel pricing, is that a big
3 driver for your decisions, or is it nore kind of
4 this comunity-oriented i nfluence that you get?
5 MR, OHLSEN:. Well, | think it's a conbination
6 of bot h.
7 So is it a big driver? Absolutely. So that
8 econom ¢ proposition is part of all of our
9 deci sion-making. That said, | -- | think a
10 attribute, or a feature of being a munici pal
11 utility is also kind of understanding what's the
12 wi Il of our community, of our custoners in this
13 space?
14 And -- and -- and so on that front, and
15 | ooki ng perhaps at demand-si de nanagenent, or
16 energy efficiency, we are about to enmbark on
17 anot her sort of conprehensive DSM assessnent, where
18 we will look at our existing portfolio of
19 i ncentives that includes rebates, grants. W also
20 of fer on-bill financing through |oans, free hone
21 energy audits and commercial energy audits. So we
22 wi Il take a | ook at our existing portfolio of
23 prograns, as well as ones we can consider, that ny
24 nove us closer to, say, our solar goals, our trans
25 -- our transportation electrification goals and --
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1 and deeper energy efficiency.
2 W will look at our different benefit cost
3 tests, the rate inpact test, and the various
4 different utility cost tests on the DSM front.
5 Through our integrated resource plan, we tried
6 to understand what's the sort of economc
7 consi derations of these different pathways forward.
8 And while | alluded to | ooking at eight different
9 portfolios, or eight different conbinations of
10 supply and demand type resources, it also
11 cont enpl ated what those costs are out to 2050,
12 | evel i zed back to sort of the net present val ue,
13 what that range is conpared to sort of the do
14 not hi ng.
15 And as you mght inmagine, it is sort of all
16 over the place, but it did help inform well, we
17 don't have to lock into any one of those pathways
18 for the duration. Wat nmakes sense in the
19 preceding or interimyears. And what you see on
20 the slide here is a reflection of those that are
21 cost-effective that nove us towards our custoner
22 and | eadershi p goal s.
23 So it's a big part, but we are also --
24 economcs is a big part, but we are also driven by
25 sort of the community input too.
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1 CHAI RMAN FAY: Sure. Yeah. Thank you.

2 Comm ssi oners, any questions for M. Onhlsen?

3 Conmm ssi oner La Rosa, you are recogni zed.

4 COW SSI ONER LA ROCSA:  Thank you, Chairman,

5 and thank you M. Onlsen for com ng.

6 MR. OHLSEN: Absol utely.

7 COMWM SSI ONER LA ROSA:  You know, | think

8 during ny tinme here at the Conm ssion, this may be,

9 like, the first tinme we are kind of digging into,
10 i ke, you know -- you know, what a -- a power

11 conpany is doing when it relates to -- to

12 renewabl es.

13 You -- you started off by tal ki ng about ki nd
14 of where your generation cones from Natural gas,
15 obviously, a big part of that with the three

16 natural gas plants. Wth what you are studying,

17 where -- do you see nore sort of diversification?
18 It looks like it's kind of maybe heavy into sol ar
19 based -- based on, you know, what you are -- what
20 you think the near future |ooks |Iike and what maybe
21 you guys are going to continue to study over the
22 next few years. Do you see a give on natural gas?
23 Do you see a give on the purchase power that you
24 guys have with -- with other generation sources?
25 MR, OHLSEN: So what was the |ast part of that
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1 guestion? Do we see a give?
2 COW SSI ONER LA RCSA:  Yeah. So -- so do you
3 see yoursel ves adding nore solar? Because right
4 now, if | understand it, you have five percent of
5 your needs are based on sol ar generation.
6 So | guess where do you see -- do you see
7 additional diversification? Do you see reducing
8 your natural gas plants in the generation from
9 there? Do you see a reduction in the purchase
10 power? Do you see maybe an increase in purchase
11 power, or naybe, vice-versa, maybe an increase in
12 natural gas?
13 MR OHLSEN:. R ght. R ght. So, yeah,
14 diversification is inportant. D versification is a
15 precursor to resilience and robustness of our
16 system
17 So fromthe -- the technical study, and as
18 i ndi cated by the goals here, our -- our play for
19 the next few years, at least on the utility side,
20 woul d be to entertain perhaps two to three nore
21 airport size solar farns the size of what we have
22 out at the airport.
23 Where those woul d be sited, how they woul d be
24 I nterconnected, what is the econom c proposition,
25 that will be borne out in, say, the request for
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1 proposal. But we aren't contenplating a simlar
2 ask for, say, wnd or other renewables. W are
3 going to see -- kind of take the next steps on that
4 solar front.
5 But on the diversification piece, | think
6 that's where the rest of this conmes in. W are not
7 going to get to 100 percent clean energy fromthe
8 utility side alone. There has to be investnent,
9 adoption, growh within the comrunity in the form
10 of , you know, green building energy efficiency.
11 It will be an interesting |look into, right
12 now, what is electric vehicle adoption, and how
13 qui ckly m ght it happen here versus how qui ckly we
14 see it in, say, larger netropolitan areas.
15 Ri ght now, we are seeing trenmendous growh in
16 rooftop sol ar adoption from custoners, but are we
17 seeing the tail end of that early adopter category
18 of sort of that traditional diffusion curve? And
19 will we see this accel erated grow h?
20 So that -- that diversity is happening on both
21 sides. The utility side, the custoner side, both
22 I npact resiliency, both inpact affordability. |
23 think the challenge is that we can't get there
24 t hrough just continuing on as we are. And that's
25 why we are putting this roadmap together to say,
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1 okay, how do we push there?
2 But as far as sort of, to your question.
3 Qutside of this, this is our focus for the
4 foreseeable future, but like any plan, it's sort of
5 a living process. So we will reevaluate every few
6 years, and we'll see where other technol ogies are
7 ener gi ng, scaling, what their economcs are, and
8 then pivot from-- fromthere.
9 Did that get at your question?
10 COW SSI ONER LA ROSA: It did. It did.
11 MR, COHLSEN. Ckay.
12 COW SSI ONER LA ROCSA:  You talked a little bit
13 about -- about rooftop solar --
14 MR OHLSEN: Yes.
15 COW SSI ONER LA RCSA:  -- and you nade a
16 comment that folks ask you at -- at different
17 neetings, and so forth, that -- that you guys have
18 when you are out in the community. Frankly, | get
19 asked that often.
20 MR. OHLSEN:. Yes.
21 COMWM SSI ONER LA ROCSA:  How do you answer --
22 how do you answer that question? | know there is a
23 | ot of factors, but how do you answer that question
24 t o0?
25 MR, OHLSEN. Yeah. Well, so the nice thing is
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1 we eventual ly parlayed that response into what we
2 call a solar advisor tool. So, Comm ssioner, |
3 woul d direct you to tal gov.com backslash, clean
4 energy plan. Go to our resource tab, and there are
5 a whole host -- it's a, basically an interactive
6 measure -- rather, interactive tool that wal ks a
7 custonmer, a honeowner, or even a comercial entity,
8 through the -- through the -- perhaps, not the
9 deci si on process, but consider this, orientation of
10 the home, age of the roof and such.
11 So, you know, ny broad response is, it all
12 depends, you know, on -- on the situation. Then I
13 ki nd of wal k them through, consider these things.
14 | think a lot of the growmh we've seen in the
15 -- in the custoner-sided solar, has been, in |arge
16 part, borne through aggressive pronotion and
17 practices of solar vendors, coupled with our -- our
18 net nmetering program but have all those systens
19 been optimal for the custoner?
20 What we want to do is help educate them Be
21 that trusted advisor to them Say, hey, it my
22 make a | ot of sense for you, consider these pieces.
23 And then fromour website, we have links to
24 addi ti onal resources where they can understand
25 potential costs associated maybe with their system
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1 There is a call fromthe conmunity to provide,
2 not an endorsenent of solar vendors, but naybe a
3 vetted list. W currently are seeing upwards of 33
4 di fferent solar vendor conpanies operating here in
5 Tal | ahassee. That's -- that's a |lot to navigate.
6 So in this, again, space as trusted advisor, we are
7 hearing fromthe community, hey, could -- could you
8 provi de sort of a vetted list of who, you know, who
9 in this space we should at | east entertain offers
10 from

11 So I know that was a bit ranbling. There is
12 an education piece, but really at the end of day, |
13 probably end with, we have a team of energy

14 auditors standing at the ready. Any utility

15 custonmer coul d take advantage of a free hone energy
16 audit. We tend to have those scheduled within a

17 week or so at the conveni ence of the honeowner.

18 That's where they can get started.

19 COMM SSI ONER LA ROSA: At your public

20 engagenents, | amassumng price is -- is obviously
21 a big point --

22 MR, OHLSEN: Yes.

23 COMM SSI ONER LA ROSA:  -- and you nenti oned

24 that you guys are one of the lowest, if not the

25 | owest in the state -- | amsorry if | m squoted
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1 that. Do you see that shifting at all in your

2 comuni cations with -- with the public in the sense

3 of, hey, we |like and we want to do these things,

4 and we are maybe willing to forego price as maybe

5 not the nunber one option, and maybe t he second

6 option or third option as far as a |list of

7 | nportance of --

8 MR, OHLSEN. Well, certainly, the nessagi ng

9 will evolve as we transition fromplanning to

10 i npl enentation. And certainly, cost is a key

11 consi deration, whether that cost is borne on the
12 rate side of this, or that cost is borne on the
13 custonmer side. So we can provide rebates, grants,
14 but when you are | ooking at, say, investnent in
15 rooftop solar, investnent in an electric vehicle,
16 the large portion of that cost is borne by the

17 cust oner.

18 When they step back and | ook at that cost

19 over, say, the lifetine, life cycle, and begin to
20 under stand, you know, holistically it begins to
21 nmake sense, then it's a proposition for themto
22 understand, well, you know, upfront cost versus
23 life cycle cost, so that cost nessaging, | think,
24 wi Il evolve in those spaces as well.

25 | -- | amnot in a position yet to speak on,
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wel |, what would the potential inpacts to rate be?
I wll say that in the clean energy resolution, the
broad public input, the including our traditionally
mar gi nal i zed vul nerabl e populations in this
conversation was a nod to that the starting point
for our residents, our businesses, is different.
This gets into the concept of energy burden. You
know, what percentage of a househol d i ncone goes
out towards utility?

And as we nmap out this pathway forward, we do
so with a keen eye that everyone in our conmunity
has an opportunity to contribute, to be part of
this, wthout putting sort of undue burden or
pressure.

That's so easy to say in this |arge space of
policy talk. What the reality is in terns of
actual inpact to rates, the ability of our
custoners to nmake those additional investnents,
kind of gets back to, yeah, we have to evol ve our
-- or we have to advance our nessagi ng around that
cost. And -- and | think this is the time to do
it, as we start to |look at here are the pieces we
are going to focus on for the foreseeable future.

| know | danced around an actual answer there.

Did you have a foll ow up naybe?
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1 COMM SSI ONER LA ROCSA:  Not a foll ow up naybe

2 to that. Chairman, just |ast question.

3 CHAI RVAN FAY:  Sure.

4 COMM SSI ONER LA ROSA: It | ooks |ike you are

5 getting close towards the end of the tineline of

6 the energy roadmap --

7 MR OHLSEN:. Yes.

8 COMM SSI ONER LA ROSA:  -- that | assune you

9 are going to present to -- to the Cty Comm ssion.
10 You did nmention that, you know, there maybe sone

11 things that you do in there. | think you said an
12 ordinance to direct. | amassum ng that neans an
13 ordi nance to direct certain action.

14 Can you nmaybe el aborate a little bit nore on
15 that? And -- and does that nean that there would
16 maybe be a requirenent to enact certain -- | am

17 going to call renewabl e energy policies, or not

18 policies, but itenms to soneone's hone, |ike a solar
19 panel or other itens that | may not be thinking of?
20 MR, COHLSEN. Conm ssioner, thank you for the
21 opportunity to clarify that comrent. It was in

22 that bundle. So what program el enents, from

23 educati on and awareness, to incentives, rebates,

24 grants, to ordinances, all of those policy tools to
25 direct, or to nudge, or to nove the conunity to
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1 both attend to this. On top of everything el se you
2 are doing, hey, here's this clean energy piece.
3 So while ordi nance was the |ast part of that,
4 It wasn't an ordinance alone to direct. It was
5 this suite of kind of policy tools to direct.
6 An ordi nance m ght conme in the formof our --
7 our brothers and sisters in the county |ast year
8 put out an electric vehicle ordi nance that sought
9 to -- to require any new naj or devel opnent be built
10 el ectric vehicle ready, with sonme of the
11 infrastructure in place to facilitate a quick and
12 econom c transition down the road -- pardon the pun
13 -- when the tine is right to nmake the investnent,
14 say, in a charging infrastructure and such.
15 So we woul d contenplate, and are currently
16 wor ki ng on, tools in that space to both sort of
17 signal, hey, this is the direction, the vision of
18 sort of a clean energy future, so let's get the
19 design right, especially as we build out. Here are
20 t he gui del i nes.
21 Whet her we call that an ordi nance, or naybe
22 i ncentives for developers or -- the City has a
23 green building policy for city folks. These are
24 all part of a suite of tools that help direct both
25 attention and action towards clean energy future.
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1 COMM SSI ONER LA ROSA:  Thank you for -- for
2 the clarification on that.
3 MR OHLSEN: Sure.
4 COW SSI ONER LA RCSA:  And | appreciate you
5 comng forward today. | know that when -- any tine
6 you tal k about renewabl es or new technol ogi es, you
7 know, being introduced, you know, into our
8 el ectrical system it's -- it's confusing, and --
9 and there is a lot of options, and | think, you
10 know, especially when we are tal king about rooftop
11 solar, it's not an easy decision, you know,
12 directly to one individual, or to one famly, that
13 may be a nore direct decision to another.
14 So | appreciate you comng forward, and | know
15 | get asked a |lot of questions. And | amstill
16 trying to navigate through sone of the fog and --
17 and what's real, what's science, what's not
18 science, what's good marketing, but thank you. |
19 very nmuch appreciate the di scussion.
20 MR, COHLSEN:. Absolutely. And, Conm ssioner,
21 t hank you for your coments.
22 | wll share that our integrated resource plan
23 study, while it clocks in at over 100 pages, it's a
24 fairly technical piece, it is conplete. And while
25 | don't have it published yet, we'll be putting
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1 that up on our website soon. That m ght give you
2 an additional lens into sone of the technical
3 conplexities or realities.
4 It's easy to talk renewabl e and say, hey, we
5 have to do it. The realities are, there is
6 chal l enges with the physics of doing this just at
7 the city scale, let alone the fact that we are grid
8 tied to two other utilities at four to five other
9 points. W are all part of this |arger network.
10 So we are trying to understand where growth is
11 happening with other utilities. How we bal ance
12 both our place in this space, how that naintains
13 stability in this larger regional grid, gosh, we --
14 that's what we are -- what we do within the
15 pl anni ng secti on.
16 And | would be happy to follow up with you
17 off-line and share with you, as you go through sone
18 of your own | earning, what additional questions you
19 have.
20 It's really fascinating, very conplex, and
21 getting back to your question on how do you
22 comuni cate this to the public? How do you even
23 begin to have a conversation around it? |It's
24 challenging. And | admt, at tinmes, we barely
25 scratch the surface. But | think in part of this
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engagenent is reaffirmng trust in the process.

That we are doing this not on enotion, but on
science and studies. And that trust, | think, goes
a long way in terns of noving us forward.

Thank you, Conm ssioner.

COW SSI ONER LA ROSA:  Awesone. | | ook
forward to reviewing it.

Thank you, Chairnman.

CHAI RMAN FAY: Thank you, Commi ssioner La
Rosa.

Conmi ssi oner C ark.

COW SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you, M. Chairnman.

I wll be brief, two quick questions.

Thank you, again for your presentation
today --

MR. OHLSEN: Absol utely.

COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  -- | -- the Cty is to be
commended on the job they've done in | eading the
renewabl e effort. | am-- I'ma little bit nore
old school, and |I just want to kind of ask a couple
of questi ons.

Muni ci pal s have an advantage of not having to
follow traditional ratenmaking theology, if you
will, and you have sone options there. How nuch --

how nuch consi deration do you really give into what
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1 the cost inpacts are going to be as you | ook at
2 maki ng these changes to renewabl e energi es? Wat
3 -- what -- what goes in -- and ny real question --
4 MR, OHLSEN: Yeah.
5 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  -- if you have an
6 ordi nance -- and | understood you to say you are
7 | ooki ng at an ordi nance that m ght be drafted in
8 order to direct you. Wuld cost be any
9 consideration in the inplenentation of the
10 or di nance?
11 MR, COHLSEN. Yeah. Absolutely.
12 So on -- on that last point, Conm ssioner,
13 cost is directing the ordi nance, because if we are
14 serious about ushering in, let's say, electric
15 vehicles in new devel opnents or significant
16 expansions, it is nore cost-effective to
17 contenpl ate that EV, say, charging infrastructure
18 need at the tinme of design. Get the conduit in
19 pl ace. Maybe size the electric panel so that, down
20 the road, it can handl e an additional | oad.
21 That ordi nance woul d not necessarily conme out
22 and say, thou shall have all of the charging
23 infrastructure in place ready to go. W just don't
24 see the electric vehicle penetration just yet. But
25 down the road, it would be nmuch nore cost-effective
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1 to have sone of that basic infrastructure that

2 costs very little at the -- at the design and

3 construction, and already in place to nake the

4 pivot in four years, five years, and versus having

5 to do that at that point.

6 So those ordinances are with cost

7 considerations in mnd. |f developers aren't

8 t hi nking about it, that's what we want to do. Do

9 we have do that through an ordi nance? Can we do

10 t hat through other means? Perhaps. But again, the
11 County has one out there. W are contenplating, on
12 the city side, sort of a sister one on that space.
13 As far as cost considerations for the -- for
14 t he balance of it, | think it's, first and

15 forenost, maybe in line with resilient, robust grid
16 operations, but that what | -- what | think

17 muni ci pal utilities have an advantage in is that,
18 agai n, our sharehol ders, our -- our customers, are
19 benefactors of our utility.

20 So where a neasure mght be a bit nore costly
21 t han what an investor-owned utility m ght stomach
22 i f that does result in significant maybe househol d
23 or business savings, what that translates into is
24 I ncreased di sposal incone, you know, in that

25 househol d, or at that business, that then gets
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1 spent el sewhere in our comrunity.
2 So that cost proposition for nunicipal
3 utilities | think expands beyond just the narrow
4 scope of how does this serve the utility to say, we
5 can al so take into consideration how it benefits
6 the comunity in a | arger space.
7 | s that hel pful ?
8 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Oh, yes, sir, very nuch.
9 On e-one final question. Many years ago in
10 the inplenentation of your net nmetering policy, if
11 | recall right, you were paying significantly nore
12 than retail. Wat's the current -- what's the
13 current rate that you are paying for net nmetering?
14 MR, OHLSEN:. OCh, we -- we pay the retail.
15 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  You are paying retail
16 now? Ckay.
17 MR, OHLSEN. Yeah. So it's just sort of the
18 cl assic net netering.
19 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  One for one swap?
20 MR. OHLSEN:. Yes.
21 COMM SSI ONER CLARK: Ckay. Thank you.
22 MR, OHLSEN:. Absol utely.
23 CHAI RMAN FAY: Geat. Thank you.
24 Any ot her questions? Seeing none.
25 | want to thank you for being here -- excuse
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me -- for a nunber of reasons. The first being
that | think you have sone custoners up here on the
bough. | won't say who, but you have got custoners
up here on the bench, so com ng before just as a
conm ssi on but al so as people who are inpacted by
what you do locally is key.

And the other just being that, you know, I
think it took me a while when you peal back the
statutes to even fully understand the regul atory
oversi ght of the Conm ssion and nunicipalities, and
historically what that's | ooked |ike, and even
current discussion now about what that -- that
should look Iike. And | think that based on your
coments today, we've heard a | ot of we are on the
sane team either way. | nean, | think Florida
holistically is trying to nmake thoughtful,

i nformed, quantitative and community supported

deci sions as to what nakes sense, and | think you
are -- you are to be commended for spending the
time to cone in front of the Conmission this
norning to give us the information that you did. |
t hi nk you have served your community well, but
probably nost nunicipalities, because other than
maybe a few questions you danced around a little

bit, right, your answers overall were substantive
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1 and inmportant to us. So -- so |l really do
2 appreci ate you being here again, M. Onhlsen, and
3 for your teamto prepare what they did for us. So
4 t hank you agai n.
5 W will be noving to other official business.
6 You don't have to hang around if you don't want to,
7 but thank you again for your tinme today.
8 MR, OHLSEN. Thank you, Chairmn and
9 Commi ssioners. | appreciate it.
10 CHAI RMAN FAY: Geat. Thank you.
11 Al right. Comm ssioners, with that, we wl|l
12 nove into the next segnent of our Internal Affairs
13 neeting for a legislative update.
14 MR, WATSON: Thank you, M. Chairnman, and
15 Conmmi ssi oner s.
16 CHAI RVAN FAY: Good nor ni ng.
17 MR, WATSON: Good norning. Happy weekday 50
18 of session to all who celebrate. W've got 10 days
19 left, and all indications show that we -- we should
20 -- we should end on tinme this year, next Friday,
21 May b5t h.
22 We still do have three sets of bills that we
23 are watching that are making their way through the
24 process, and | wll go through those quickly.
25 The first set being House Bill 125 and Senate
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1 Bill 194. Again, this is the Fair Market Val uation
2 bills. The House bill is on special order in the
3 House for April 27th, and the Senate Bill, Senate
4 Bill 194, is on the agenda in Senate Fiscal Policy
5 today. That commttee started about half an hour
6 ago, and they did indicate that should it be voted
7 on favorably, they will receive that on speci al
8 order for the 27th as wel|.
9 Movi ng along to House Bill 1221 and Senate
10 Bill 626. That's our Broadband Internet Service
11 Provider pill. The Senate Bill is on special order
12 for April 26th, and the House Bill received a
13 unani nous floor vote in the House, has been
14 received in Senate -- has been received in Senate
15 nmessages and is waiting to be placed on speci al
16 order there.
17 And then lastly, our House Bill -- House Bil
18 821 and Senate Bill 1162. This is our Renewabl e
19 Energy Cost Recovery. | wll note that the House
20 Bill is still stuck inits last commttee stop and
21 has not noved since | last briefed you all, but the
22 Senate Bill is on special order in the Senate for
23 April 26th as well.
24 O her notes, things to -- to let you all know
25 about. Budget conferencing began yesterday at 9:00
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1 a.m, and as of this norning's conf -- notice
2 neeting, the Senate and House have agreed to the
3 PSC portion of conference.
4 And bot h Comm ssioners C ark and Passi dono,
5 the last slate of confirnees nade their way through
6 Et hics and El ections yesterday, so we are just,
7 again, just waiting for -- for that final floor
8 vote for both of you. And certainly, if we get any
9 sort of notice, we will let you all and your staff
10 know t hat .
11 As far as Ofice of Public Counsel, our very
12 own WAlt Trierweiler was sel ected | ast Thursday, so
13 congrats are in order to him W certainly w sh
14 himluck in his newrole.
15 O her than that, just be on the | ookout for
16 our weekly reports that we send out every Friday.
17 And if you all want to go over -- go over anything
18 with nme one-on-one, I'mcertainly happy to set that
19 up as well.
20 And with that, that -- that concludes what |
21 have unl ess there are any questions. Thank y'all.
22 CHAI RVAN FAY: (kay. Geat. Thank you.
23 Any questions? No. Seeing none.
24 Thank you. You did a great job. W
25 appreciate you junping into the role this session.
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1 MR, WATSON: Thank you.
2 CHAI RVAN FAY: Al right. Comm ssioners, next
3 we wll nove to our General Counsel's report, M.
4 Hetri ck.
5 MR HETRICK: Yes. No report, M. Chair, but
6 | woul d note that good news for us. W had two of
7 our attorney hires recently passed the Florida Bar,
8 Austin Watrous and Dani el Dose, so we are pretty
9 excited for themand for us.
10 And as Lance said, congratulations to Walt
11 Trierweiler, who is the new Public Counsel, who was
12 in Adria's section, so we do have a vacancy there
13 to fill.
14 Thank you.
15 CHAI RMAN FAY: Yeah. Thank you.
16 Al right. Wth that, we will nove into the
17 Executive Director's report. M. Baez, good
18 nor ni ng.
19 MR, BAEZ: Thank you, M. Chairman. Good
20 nor ni ng, Comm ssi oners.
21 Wel |, as you know, you have A Special agenda
22 comng up right after Internal Affairs for Florida
23 Cty -- Florida Cty Gas.
24 QO her -- other scheduling that are com ng up
25 of note, the demand-si de managenent goals, the rule
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1 hearing is schedul ed for May 2nd foll owi ng the

2 Agenda Conference. As you recall, we -- you al

3 passed a rule a few weeks ago, and it was

4 chal l enged, so this is the -- the followng -- the

5 foll owon process to that.

6 And lastly, the Hurricane Preparedness

7 Wor kshop for 2023 is scheduled to be held on My

8 23rd followng Internal Affairs. So Internal

9 Affairs at 9:30 and the workshop i mmedi ately

10 fol | owi ng.

11 W are having a panel of utility experts that
12 wi Il be giving presentations, and they will be on
13 hand to respond to your questions. As usual, the
14 topics -- main topics of discussion are their

15 preparation efforts and -- and the restoration

16 process, things |ike custoner outreach and

17 conmuni cation, and the vegetation nmanagenent and
18 pol e i nspection practi ces.

19 And nost notably, and probably nost topical
20 are the |l essons learned fromthe '22 storm season.
21 And | amtold, | believe, that Lee County Electric
22 Cooperative is going to be on hand to give their
23 story as well, so we are |ooking forward to that.
24 Again, that's May 23rd.

25 | have nothing further unless you have
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1 guesti ons.

2 CHAI RVAN FAY: Geat. Thank you.

3 Comm ssi oners, any questions for Executive

4 Director Baez? Al right. Thank you.

5 Seeing none, we will take up any --

6 Conmm ssi oners, do you have any other matters at

7 this tinme?

8 Commi ssi oner Passi donp, you are recogni zed.

9 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Thank you, M. Chair.
10 | just have a quick -- | wanted to bring to
11 the Commission's attention a request put out by
12 NARUC, the Low I nconme Househol d Water Assi stance
13 Program al so known as LI HWAP, is a programt hat
14 was initially created under the Anerican Rescue
15 Pl an of 2021 as an energency program during the
16 COVID-19 pandem c. It provides funds to assi st
17 | ow-i ncone househol ds with water and wastewat er
18 bills. It's nodeled simlar to the LIHEAP program
19 which we are all famliar wth.

20 The primary goal of LIHWAP is to retain

21 continuity of water services to | owincone

22 househol ds with an enphasis on prevention of

23 di sconnection and restoration of water services to

24 househol ds whose water services were previously

25 di sconnect ed.

112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com

Premier Reporting

(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



45

1 So by all accounts, | went through the data.
2 It seens like this program has been of nati onal
3 success, and including in Florida. So it's aided
4 nore than 430,000 house -- |owinconme househol ds
5 across the country, and including 406 in Florida.
6 So the programis set to expire at the end of
7 Sept enber, and NARUC has petitioned its nenbers to
8 reach out to our respective congressional
9 del egati ons and seek to support to continue the
10 fundi ng beyond its expiration date.
11 So | propose, if the other Conm ssioners are
12 on onboard, that we have staff coordinate with the
13 Chairman's office to draft a letter to our
14 congressi onal del egation to, you know, provide our
15 support to -- to continue this funding, if you all
16 agree with that. | just want to put that out
17 t here.
18 CHAI RMAN FAY: Great. Thank you.
19 Any comments or questions for Commi ssioner
20 Passi donp?
21 | -- | think it's a great idea. | know
22 sonetinmes it's tough wth these congressi onal
23 del egation letters to know sort of where they |and
24 and what they can do, but | ampresumng that it
25 woul d be feasible, consistent with what NARUC has
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1 put out, for us to put sonething together and send
2 it out fromthe Conm ssion's perspective, | guess
3 fairly quickly. | don't know if that programruns
4 out or --
5 COMM SSI ONER PASSIDOMO: Yeah. | think it's
6 set to expire Septenber 30th of this year. So |
7 think if they are -- you know, they wll -- over
8 the summer is when they will be going through
9 budgets for the next fiscal year. So | think if we
10 can get that letter to especially our Senate
11 del egati on, Senators Scott and Rubio, that would
12 probably be best if we get that going.
13 CHAI RMAN FAY: (Okay. G eat.
14 So could we get fairly quick turnaround on
15 sonething like that, M. Baez?
16 MR, BAEZ: | don't think it should take too
17 |l ong to get sonething turned around. Wat | would
18 -- what | would ask is, under normal circunstances,
19 this is sonething that we would bring to anot her
20 Internal Affairs, but since tine being of the
21 essence, if -- if the Commssion -- if it were the
22 Commission's will to give the Chairman, or
23 Conmm ssi oner Passi dono, however y'all decide, give
24 us a point of contact so that we can work directly
25 with them and kind of approve editorial changes,
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1 and so forth, ahead of tine so that we can work
2 with one office, and that way we don't have to
3 bring it back as -- as an A item that would help
4 wi th expediting the turnaround.
5 CHAI RMAN FAY: Yeah, | agree. And I'm-- |I'm
6 obvi ously happy to do it fromthe Chairman's
7 perspective, but | would -- | would probably prefer
8 -- Comm ssi oner Passidono has raised the issue, and
9 I think it would be appropriate to have her sign
10 off onit. And | don't think you -- | don't think
11 you want two |lawers looking at it. | mean, that
12 probably would slow this down --
13 MR, BAEZ: That could get in the way.
14 CHAI RMAN FAY: -- pretty significantly. But,
15 yeah, if we want to get it out efficiently, | think
16 that woul d make sense. And I'm-- | would be nore
17 t han happy to support that. So, yeah, | think with
18 that directive, we will go forward and submt that
19 letter.
20 And | believe the program fundi ng goes out
21 t hrough DEO - -
22 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO.  Yeah.
23 CHAI RMAN FAY: -- correct? So we don't have
24 -- we don't have an operational conponent --
25 COWM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO No.
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1 CHAI RMAN FAY: -- but knowi ng that we regul ate
2 utilities and custoners are utilizing this.
3 COMM SSI ONER PASSIDOMO Right. And | am sure
4 they m ght be, you know, have their own letter, but
5 this is just sonmething that NARUC proposed to us,
6 and | thought, you know, it doesn't -- it doesn't
7 hurt to show our support for the program
8 CHAI RMAN FAY: Yeah. | appreciate you
9 bringing it forward. | think it's an inportant
10 issue. So we will nove forward with that.
11 MR. BAEZ: We will meke sure and work with the
12 Comm ssioner's office and nake sure the appropriate
13 parties get copied, and we will do that post haste.
14 CHAI RMAN FAY: kay. G eat.
15 COMM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Thank you.
16 CHAI RVAN FAY: Thank you for bringing that
17 f or war d.
18 Conmmi ssi oners, any other issues or comrents at
19 this tinme?
20 Wth that, we will adjourn our Internal
21 Affairs nmeeting this norning. W wll start the
22 Speci al Agenda neeting at 10:45 a.m
23 Thank you so nuch.
24 (Proceedi ngs concl uded.)
25
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