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PSC 2017/18 LBR compared to Conferenced Report (as of 5/3/2017)

Issues PSC Request Expected at the close of Session
Eliminate GR funding -$216K -S216K

Replace Aging Vehicles SIOOK SIOOK

Agency State Technology (restructuring) $10K -%lKl+%9K(Net$2K)

Eliminate 10 Vacant positions -$498K

Bar Dues

Total Appropriation $25,128,597 $24,622,698

PTE 277 267

Statewide Issues (Pending)

Pay Raises $40K or less Increase of $1,400

$40K or greater Increase of $1,000

Commissioners Increase of $1,000 (to $132K)

Healthcare Cost No change in cost

Tiered Selection (Cafeteria style) starts in 2020
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FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

P R O C E E D I N G S 

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  Welcome.  We are at our

Internal Affairs.  Thank you all.  I know many of us are

starving.  This is going to be very, very short.  And I

ask those that are on here, on the agenda, to please

make brief reports because we have just a few things to

go over.

So with that, this meeting is convened, and

let's get to the first item, which is the draft list of

rules designated as minor violations.

MS. PAGE:  Good afternoon, Commissioners.  I'm

Pamela Page with the Office of General Counsel.

Pursuant to Section 120.695, Florida Statutes,

the Commission is required to review all of its rules

and designate those for which a violation would be a

minor violation and for which a notice of noncompliance

must be the first enforcement action.

Minor violation rules are those which do not

result in economic or physical harm to a person or

adversely affect the public health, safety, or welfare

or create a significant threat of such harm.  The

Commission must certify the designation of rules to the

legislature, the Joint Administrative Procedures

Committee, and the governor's rules ombudsman no later

than June 30th, 2017.  The rules will also be published
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FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

on the Commission's website by July 1st, 2017.

Staff is seeking the Commission's approval of

the draft certification letters and the list of the

minor violation rules.  Staff will work with the

Chairman's office to ensure the letters are provided to

the required entities and the rules are posted on our

website by the statutory deadlines.

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  Thank you.  And on the right

letterhead.

MS. PAGE:  Correct.

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  Great.  All right.

Commissioners, any questions, comments on

this?  We need a motion; is that correct?

MS. PAGE:  Yes.

COMMISSIONER BRISÉ:  So move.

COMMISSIONER PATRONIS:  Second.

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  All right.  Any further

discussion?  

Seeing none, all those in favor, say aye.

(Vote taken.)

Opposed?  

Great.  It passes.  Thank you for your work on

this, and we'll work to make stylistically -- make sure

it's on the right, proper heading.

MS. PAGE:  Yes, ma'am.
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FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  Thanks.

Hi, guys.  

MS. PENNINGTON:  Good morning.  

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  How are you?

MS. PENNINGTON:  We're great.  Today it is day

59 of the legislative session.  "May the Fourth be with

you," Commissioner Patronis.

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  Ticktock. 

MS. PENNINGTON:  We have provided you with our

most updated tracking list, and I would just tell you

that some of those bills are still in play.  Most of

them are not.  There are still a lot to be decided in

the next however many hours.  Braulio will get into the

budget and the things like that.  So unless you have any

questions, we just want to tell you nothing bad has

happened to us and so far so good, unless Braulio has

bad news.

COMMISSIONER POLMANN:  And I'm still waiting.

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  But there's -- so the budget

is -- they come back on Monday?

MS. PENNINGTON:  We don't know.  The budget is

not being printed yet, so we don't know if there's a

signed deal yet or not.  The Senate comes back in at

1:30.  The House comes in at 1:00 today.  So maybe we

will find out a little more information at that time,
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FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

but nothing is done yet.

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  Thank you.  Thank you.  I 

know I've said this before, you guys have -- every IA

we've had since session has started, you guys have done

a great job.  Y'all are a great team together and really

have worked very well.  I appreciate all of the extra

hours you guys are putting in and keeping the

Commissioners, Braulio, and everyone informed.

MS. PENNINGTON:  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  Commissioners, any questions

on the report or anything, for that matter?

COMMISSIONER POLMANN:  I'm still waiting.

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  You're still waiting?  Oh,

there is that.

Commissioners, anything else?

All right.  Thank you so much.  Just a few

more days.

MS. PENNINGTON:  Hopefully.

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  One more.

General Counsel's Office.

MR. HETRICK:  No report, Madam Chairman.

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  Thank you for that.

And Executive Director.

MR. BAEZ:  Thank you, Madam Chairman,

Commissioners.  I passed out brief highlights and
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FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

lowlights, perhaps, of the current budget as it stands

proposed for the, for the legislature's consideration.

You heard Katherine say it hasn't made the printers yet,

so it's not actually sitting on the desk of the

legislators.  We're looking at Monday now.  We could be

looking at Tuesday by the end of tomorrow.  So I think

the cutoff day for Monday is tomorrow.  So it's very,

it's very fluid.

There are still a couple of items that don't

have anything to do with us that are still up in the

air, and that's what's holding things up, it's our

understanding.

But with reference to our particular budget

request, here's where it stands.  As you recall, we had

proposed eliminating our general revenue funding.  That

was accepted by both Houses, both sides of the

legislature.  That was in the amount of 216,000, so now

we are funding that, which included three FTEs.  We had

asked for $100,000 to replace some aging vehicles.  That

was accepted as well.  So, you know, some of our folks

can drive better cars on their inspections.

The one item that I think is now resolved but

we don't have the final tally yet is our issue with the

Agency for State Technology.  That has been resolved,

but we don't have final numbers.  That will be a
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FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

technical amendment to our budget itself, so that'll

kind of flow down.  There's an elimination of ten vacant

positions, as we had discussed, for a reduction of

$498,000.  That was a big ticket for us.  So our total

appropriation right now stands at $24.6 million, and

that's the budget.

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  Thank you. 

MR. BAEZ:  Little -- I'm sure that this is

non-budget items.  There's -- there are pay increases,

scaled pay increases for the general employees,

1,400 for 40,000 or less, and -- for those making 40,000

or less, and $1,000 for those making 40,000 or more.

And there's no change in costs, healthcare costs this

year.  And by special request, the Bar dues are

included, Mary Anne, so you should be happy.

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  Did you say "Barbies"?

MR. BAEZ:  Bar dues.  

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  Oh, sorry. 

MR. BAEZ:  Barbies are not included this year.

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  I have no food in me.

MR. BAEZ:  Bar dues are.  That's it.  If y'all

have got any questions --

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  Wait.  Bar dues for --

MR. BAEZ:  For our attorneys, our able

attorneys, yes. 
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FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  That's a bummer.

MR. BAEZ:  Not for, not for others.

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  Commissioner Graham has a

question.

MR. BAEZ:  Yes, Commissioner.

COMMISSIONER GRAHAM:  A question for you.

Last year we had -- legislation went through that

required for us to live stream all of our meetings.

MR. BAEZ:  Yes, I remember it well.

COMMISSIONER GRAHAM:  How -- I know we threw

out a number of what we thought that was going to cost.

Do we have a better idea of how much it actually did

cost?

MR. BAEZ:  We -- I think at the end of this

fiscal we're going to take stock, and I know that

Apryl's folks have been keeping track of that.  I don't

have a number at the ready for you, Commissioner.  We'd

be happy to come by and give you current numbers and

discuss it.  Part of our purposes is to really, after

we've got some data on it, kind of -- you know, we're

keeping track of not just our costs but also how many

folks are actually watching when these live streams go

on, because I think you can make a case -- then you can

really do the comparison.  Are we getting bang for our

buck?  Is the statute really helping us?  And perhaps
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FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

there's some further discussion as to how to modify it

so it's a cost-effective service we provide our --

COMMISSIONER GRAHAM:  So we can actually tell

how many people are actually logged on during that live

streaming?

MR. BAEZ:  I'm told that the internet can do a

number of things, and that's, and that's one of them,

yes.

COMMISSIONER GRAHAM:  Magical things?  

So, I mean, well, I mean, because there's a

big difference between what it costs to live stream or

what it costs to put it, you know, put it on the website

five hours later.

MR. BAEZ:  Yes, sir, big difference obviously.

And, you know, this past year was a busy one on average.

You know, we had a couple of major rate cases and one

that took us -- you know, a few more that took us out of

town, and that involves more staff traveling, IT staff

included.  So it's a big setup.  I'm sure you noticed

it, you know.  So it's a pretty big added cost.  But

like I said, the numbers will be compiled and we'll make

them available to you.

COMMISSIONER GRAHAM:  Well, those would be

good numbers to have so we can sit back and have some

discussion about it.
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FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

MR. BAEZ:  Absolutely.  Absolutely.

COMMISSIONER GRAHAM:  Thanks.

CHAIRMAN BROWN:  Good questions.

Commissioners, any other questions or

questions?  

All right.  Thank you very much.  Thank you,

Braulio.

On to other matters.  Commissioners, any other

matters?  None?  

I would like to recognize publicly here Rachel

Arnold from the Clerk's Office.  She's our "Employee of

the Month" -- she's sitting right there -- for May. 

Rachel is just funny, smart, quick-witted.  She sheds

light to everybody even outside the Clerk's Office, and

we enjoy working with her, and want to congratulate you

on behalf of all the Commission for being "Employee of

the Month" for May.  Congratulations.

(Applause.)

Thank you.  If there are no other matters,

this Internal Affairs meeting is adjourned.  Thank you.

(Internal Affairs adjourned at 12:47 p.m.)
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STATE OF FLORIDA   ) 

         : CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER 
COUNTY OF LEON     ) 
 

I, LINDA BOLES, CRR, RPR, Official Commission  
Reporter, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
proceeding was heard at the time and place herein 
stated. 
 

IT IS FURTHER CERTIFIED that I 
stenographically reported the said proceedings; that the 
same has been transcribed under my direct supervision; 
and that this transcript constitutes a true 
transcription of my notes of said proceedings. 
 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not a relative, 
employee, attorney, or counsel of any of the parties, 
nor am I a relative or employee of any of the parties' 
attorney or counsel connected with the action, nor am I 
financially interested in the action. 
 

DATED THIS 16th day of May, 2017.  
 

 

 

_______________________________ 
LINDA BOLES, CRR, RPR 

Official FPSC Hearings Reporter  
Office of Commission Clerk 

(850)413-6734 
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