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State of Florida

Public Service Commission
INTERNAL AFFAIRS AGENDA
Tuesday — June 13, 2023
Immediately Following Agenda Conference
Room 148 - Betty Easley Conference Center

1. An Introduction to the Florida Office of Energy presented by Alexander Mack,
Program Administrator, Florida Office of Energy (Attachment 1)

2. General Counsel’s Report
3. Executive Director’s report

4. Other Matters

BB/aml

OUTSIDE PERSONS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION ON
ANY OF THE AGENDAED ITEMS SHOULD CONTACT THE
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT (850) 413-6463.



Attachment 1



An Introduction to the
Florida Office of Energy

Florida Public Service Commission
Internal Affairs

June 13, 2023

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services - Wilton Simpson, Commissioner



FDACS OOE Functions & Responsibilities

Legislatively designated state energy policy development office within Florida
Evaluate energy related studies, analyses, and stakeholder input

Promote and advocate for the development and use of renewable energy resources,
energy efficiency technologies, alternative fuels, and alternative vehicle technologies

Use available state and federal funds to develop and manage energy efficiency,
renewable energy, energy education, alternative fuels and alternative vehicle
technologies programs

Produce an Annual Energy Report

Serve as the State clearinghouse for all energy information

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services - Wilton Simpson, Commissioner



Florida Energy Clearinghouse

www.FreshFromFlorida.com/Energy/Florida-Energy-Clearinghouse

» Continues to host, update, and expand the Florida Energy
Clearinghouse in accordance with Section 570.0741, Florida Statutes.

* Designed to be a consumer-friendly portal to compare energy-saving
technologies and learn more about energy usage, energy production,
renewable energy technologies, and research being conducted in
Florida.

* My Florida Home Energy is a major component of the Florida Energy
Clearinghouse.

+ Takes users on an interactive home tour and offers tips for how they can
improve its energy efficiency.

* Uses information provided by the homeowner and publicly accessible data
to provide a customized report which identifies energy efficient products,
services, and potential energy and monetary savings.

 Even includes all available financial incentives in the area.
» The MyFloridaHome site will be updated this summer.

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services - Wilton Simpson, Commissioner



Florida — Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law (BIL)

State Energy Program (SEP) - $16,3836,920

Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) -
$7,677,450 ($3,477,450 (EECBG) and $4,200,000 Plus up from
SEP- ARRA )

Energy Efficiency Revolving Loan Fund (EERLF) - $3,803,700
plus SEP-Formula Plus up

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services - Wilton Simpson, Commissioner



Florida - Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)

« Home Efficiency Rebates - $173 million

« Home Electrification & Appliance Rebates - $172 million
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What's Ahead

+ Continue to seek Federal funding for energy efficiency programs critical
for Florida and local governments

» Continue to administer current programs and develop new programs

» Work with the Legislature and Governor’s office to collectively advance
Florida’s energy policy

» Work with the Florida Energy Systems Consortium to expand energy
research at Florida’s universities

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services - Wilton Simpson, Commissioner




[I. Outside Persons Who
Wish to Address the
Commission at
Internal Affairs

Note: The records reflect that no outside persons

addressed the Commission at this Internal Affairs
meeting.



[II. Supplemental
Materials for Internal

Affairs

Note: The records reflect that there were no
supplemental materials provided to the Commission
during this Internal Affairs meeting.



IV. Transcript
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1 PROCEEDI NGS

2 CHAI RVAN FAY: Al right. Welconme back. W

3 will begin our Internal Affairs neeting for June

4 13t h.

5 As usual, | would like to recognize our

6 Enpl oyee of the Month for this nonth. So we wl|

7 be recognizing Phillip Ellis.

8 So Phillip is known around the Comm ssion for

9 his pleasant attitude and willingness to help with
10 pretty much any situation. Frombriefing with him
11 he has the ability to quickly recall a nunber of

12 facts and issues just off the top of his head. He
13 | oves digging into the details, and | | ove that he
14 | oves digging into the details, and so he just

15 constantly just proves to be a huge asset to our

16 conm ssion, and we are thankful to have him H's
17 team al so has a |l ot of respect for himand the way
18 he runs his group, and the caliber of educating and
19 bri ngi ng people on as team nenbers.

20 So with that, we will recognize Phillip Ellis
21 as this nonth's Enpl oyee of the Mbonth.

22 (Appl ause fromthe audi ence.)

23 CHAI RVAN FAY: Al right. Wth that,

24 Conmm ssioners, next we wll nove into today's

25 presentation for Internal Affairs, which will be an
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
Premier Reporting (850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



1 introduction to the Florida Ofice of Energy
2 presented by Al exander Mack, who is the Program
3 Adm nistrator for the Florida Ofice of Energy. |
4 know we' ve got sonme Power Point slides here this
5 nmorning for us to go through.
6 M. Mack, typically if sonebody has sort of an
7 urgent question, they may interrupt --
8 Conmmi ssioners may interrupt you to ask you that
9 speci fic question, but common practice is we wll
10 wait until the end, and if we have questions, we
11 mght refer to a slide to have you go back to that
12 to ask for sone additional detail. But we do
13 appreci ate you being here this norning, and when
14 you are ready, you are recognized to start your
15 present ati on.
16 MR. MACK: Well, good norning, Conm ssioners.
17 | am an alum of the Public Service Conmm ssion.
18 Previously, | worked in electric safety, from 1990
19 through '93. And | have been in the Energy Ofice
20 since that tine.
21 But as it relates to the Ofice of Energy, we
22 are housed in the Departnent of Agriculture and
23 Consuner Services, and we are governed by Chapter
24 377.703 of the Florida Statutes. And in that
25 statute, we are charged -- or our function, our
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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1 responsibilities are legislatively -- we are the
2 | egi sl atively designated state energy policy
3 devel opnent office wiwthin Florida. W evaluate
4 energy rel ated studi es, analysis, stakehol der
5 i nput. We pronote and advocate for the devel opnent
6 and use of renewabl e energy resources, energy
7 efficiency technol ogies, alternative fuels and
8 alternative fuel vehicle technol ogi es.
9 We use avail able state and federal funds to
10 devel op and manage energy efficiency renewabl e
11 ener gy, energy education, alternative fuels and
12 alternative fuel technol ogy prograns. W also
13 produce an annual energy report. Al so, we serve as
14 the state clearinghouse for all energy information.
15 And having said that, there is a website
16 that's the Florida Energy C earinghouse, it is
17 housed at the University of Florida, and we
18 continually host and update and expand the
19 cl eari nghouse in accordance with section 470.0741
20 of the Florida Statutes. It is designed to be a
21 consuner friendly portal to conpare energy saving
22 technol ogi es and | earn nore about energy use,
23 production and renewabl e energy technol ogi es and
24 research being conducted within the state.
25 There is also the My Florida Hone Energy.
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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1 It's a nmaj or conponent of the clearinghouse. And
2 it takes users on an interactive hone tool, and
3 offers tips on how they can inprove their energy
4 efficiency. And so it uses infornmation provided by
5 t he honeowner and publicly accessible data to
6 provide a custom zed report, which identifies
7 energy efficient products, services, potential
8 energy and nonetary savings. It even includes al
9 avai l abl e financial incentives in the area. And
10 this sunmer, we plan on updating the My Fl orida
11 Hone site.
12 Also, we -- within the Energy Ofice, we have
13 federal dollars, of course. And with the
14 bi partisan infrastructure law, or bill, as we call
15 it, we have received funds fromthe State Energy
16 Program and that amount is 16, a little over $16
17 mllion. And the State Energy Program was created
18 back in the 1970s, and it enphasizes the State's
19 rol e as the decision-nmaker and adm nistrator for
20 prograns and activities unique to the state.
21 So that -- so the funds will flow down from
22 the federal governnent, or the Departnent of
23 Energy, but the State is the adm nistrator and
24 decide what it wants to do with those funds based
25 upon the federal |aw
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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1 Wth the State Energy Program the plan is for

2 these funds to be used for wastewater treatnent

3 facilities in physically constrained counties and

4 cities and towns. That is the current plan for

5 t hese funds. These funds were received fromthe

6 federal governnent |ast nonth, and budget

7 authority, we are waiting for a stroke of the pen

8 bef ore we nove forward.

9 Al so, we received -- we have applied for the
10 Energy Efficiency Conservation Block Gant. Those
11 are funds for -- that flow through the State.

12 Those funds are for counties under 200, 000 and

13 cities and towns under 35,000. Anything | arger

14 than that, those funds flow direct to those | ocal
15 gover nnent s.

16 The deci sion has been made for the funds that
17 are flowi ng through the energy -- Ofice of Energy
18 will be used for |ocal governnments in those

19 physically constrained counties. That is the plan.
20 Al so, we have applied for the Energy

21 Ef fici ency Revol ving Loan Program or |oan fund.

22 These are funds that will be used to capitalize

23 grants to establish a revolving |oan fund for

24 energy audits, upgrades and retrofits to increase
25 energy efficiency and i nprove the confort of the
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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1 building. Wth the Energy Efficiency Revol ving

2 Loan Fund, we are actually plussing up those funds

3 with sone funds that we currently have that have

4 not been expended, which are existing federal

5 f unds.

6 Al so, there is the Inflation Reduction Act.

7 And Florida's allocation for the Hone Efficiency

8 Rebates is 173 mllion, and the Hone

9 El ectrification & Appliance Rebates is 172 mllion.
10 The Home Efficiency Rebates are given to

11 devel op a rebate programfor single famly and

12 multi-famly households to acconplish whol e hone
13 retrofits that save at | east 20 percent of

14 househol d ener gy.

15 And then the Hone Electrification & Appliance
16 Rebates program it is a rebate programthat is to
17 be devel oped for | ow and noderate incone, single
18 famly and nmulti-famly households, to purchase

19 hi gh efficiency electric equipnent.

20 But in this program for the audits that wll
21 t ake place on those hones, there would be con --
22 concern contractors that will be able to do those
23 audits. And so the Departnent of Energy is

24 providing funds for contractor training for this
25 program But a decision has not been nmade if it's
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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1 going to be formally allocated or if it's going to
2 be conpetitive. So we do not know that yet. W
3 have not received guidance fromthe Departnent of
4 Ener gy.
5 And what's ahead, we are going to continue to
6 seek federal funding for energy efficiency prograns
7 critical for Florida and | ocal governnents;
8 continue to adm nister the current prograns and
9 devel op new progranms; work with the Legi sl ature and
10 Governor's Ofice to collectively advance Florida's
11 energy policy; and work with the Florida Energy
12 Systens Consortiumto expand research in Florida's
13 uni versities.
14 And if you are not famliar with the Florida
15 Energy Systens Consortium it is a consortiumthat
16 supports -- that's -- | don't want to say staffed,
17 but staffed by the 12 State supported universities.
18 And if there are questions, | wll be prepared
19 to answer questions that | can at this tine.
20 CHAI RMAN FAY: Geat. Yeah. Thank you.
21 | have got two quick questions for you, M.
22 Mack and then | will go to nmy coll eagues, who
23 probably will have sone questions on this.
24 The first being, you have sone of the -- the
25 material in here in your coments about the federal
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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1 fundi ng conponents that go through the State, and |
2 think you provided a great overview, in that,
3 dependi ng on the funding and the timng, there is
4 all different ways that this stuff can be
5 di stributed, and sonetines there is a | ot of
6 confusion, | think, as to what that entails. |
7 know Departnent of Energy has a nunber of specific
8 grant fundi ng opportunities, but then they have | ow
9 i nterest |oan opportunities. | nean, it's just a
10 wi de variety.
11 Does your office have any sort of maybe
12 central -- are you working on sonething where you
13 are able to centralize that information of the --
14 all the different federal funding that's out there,
15 so individuals can | ook at that and have a better
16 I dea of what's avail abl e?
17 MR, MACK: W are working on the website to
18 provide links to the Departnent of Energy so that
19 they will know exactly what's avail able. But
20 typically, the State Energy Program Energy
21 Ef fici ency Conservation Program the Revol ving Loan
22 Fund Program those are the basic federal prograns
23 that flow through our office.
24 But if there are other opportunities, we
25 continually nonitor what's avail abl e and reach out
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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10

1 to partners around the state to see who's
2 i nterested in applying, because all of the funding
3 that's avail able, the Energy Ofice is not the
4 eligibility entity to be able to apply.
5 CHAI RMAN FAY: Yeah, and | think we have, at
6 | east | have, when | have | ooked at sone of these
7 prograns, as a regulatory entity, we are not the
8 right option either for a | ot of those.
9 And so if a nmunicipality, for exanple, wanted
10 to apply to sonething but they need to apply
11 directly, you are saying you nmay have conversations
12 with them about that process?
13 MR. MACK: Right, because even with the EECBG
14 program the Departnent of Energy has actually
15 reached out to us because there are | ocal
16 governnents that are eligible that have not
17 supplied the prelimnary information. So we have
18 reached out to entities around the state to |et
19 t hem know that the funds are avail able, because if
20 Florida don't receive them they go el sewhere, and
21 we want themto conme to Florida.
22 CHAI RVAN FAY: Geat. And just one nore
23 guestion for you, M. Mack.
24 You nentioned updating this -- the website
25 over the sumrer in the My Florida Home conponent.
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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1 I know this conmm ssion has tal ked a | ot about

2 energy efficiency, and the idea of educating

3 custoners so they can nmake deci si ons about -- about

4 efficiency.

5 | know we -- our comm ssion has, and our

6 comuni cati on fol ks, have worked on, |ike, an

7 exanpl e of a house and where energy efficiency

8 conponents might be. |Is this sonething that you

9 t hink, by the end of the summer, would be avail abl e
10 so if custonmers -- like, for exanple, if custoners
11 reach out to the PSC, it is -- is it a diagram a
12 website, |ike, sonething that would give them sone
13 general understanding -- and | am not sayi ng

14 Comm ssioner Clark's energy audits, which are

15 great, and everyone should do, are not essentia

16 for everybody. However, if individuals chose to

17 sort inform and educate thensel ves, and for

18 what ever reason chose to not have a physical energy
19 audit, is that -- is that kind of the goal of what
20 your wor ki ng on?

21 MR, MACK: That is the goal. It is currently
22 In existence. W are just planning on updating

23 it --

24 CHAI RVAN FAY: (kay.

25 MR MACK: -- so they can actually go to the
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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12

1 website now to be able to utilize it.
2 CHAI RVAN FAY: And see the previous version
3 what ever that is?
4 MR MACK:  Yes.
5 CHAl RVAN FAY: Okay. Geat. Yeah, | think --
6 and | would like our communication folks to get
7 wi th your agency and team just to nmake sure if we
8 are not duplicating whatever information is put out
9 there, and we are putting -- maybe redirecting
10 customers, right, to the best options that's there,
11 since you are going to be updating that this
12 sunmer .
13 Comm ssi oner Clark, you are recogni zed for
14 guesti ons.
15 COMM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you, M. Chairnan.
16 | actually just want to train the energy auditors.
17 That's ny goal .
18 CHAI RMAN FAY: There is noney for that too.
19 COW SSI ONER CLARK: That's what he said. |
20 got that part.
21 Just a couple of questions related to
22 col | aboration and partnerships. |In nmy experience
23 inthe utility business, the utility conpanies
24 often are sone of the best collaborative partners
25 that the energy office can have in the field
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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13

1 pronoting and recogni zi ng these prograns,
2 recommendi ng these prograns, and to hel ping you to
3 di sperse, get the funds out there. Do you have any
4 prograns in place? How are you working with the
5 utilities? And is there anything that the
6 Commi ssion can do to help facilitate the utility's
7 role in being an advocate and a pronoter?
8 | remenber the weatherization progranms from
9 back in the '90s, the | owincone weatherization
10 prograns. And all of those prograns required the
11 utility to do an initial audit on those facilities,
12 then cone back and do the inspection to make sure
13 that the dollars that were being invested were
14 spent in the areas where the consuner could get the
15 | argest return, not based on what the contractor
16 felt like he could nmake the nost noney off of.
17 So how can we work to help you to nake sure
18 this process is getting us the nost value for our
19 dol | ar?
20 MR MACK: M initial response would be the
21 current rebate programthat we do not have gui dance
22 from Departnent of Energy on yet, the programis
23 not devel oped yet, and so other energy offices
24 around the state -- excuse ne, around the country,
25 there are utility prograns, rebate prograns. W
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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1 don't have that. And so they are actually taking
2 the federal funds and plugging theminto the
3 utility -- to assist with the utility prograns, to
4 be able to spread it. And so that's an option here
5 in Florida, but we don't know what the fina
6 deci sion is.
7 COMWM SSI ONER CLARK:  Thank you.
8 CHAI RMAN FAY: Geat. Conm ssioners, any
9 ot her questions?
10 Commi ssi oner Passi donp, you are recogni zed.
11 COMWM SSI ONER PASSI DOMO: Thank you, M.
12 Chairman. | have sort of a followup, maybe nore
13 speci fic than Comm ssioner Clark's question.
14 When it's comng to the hone energy, or the
15 efficiency rebates, are you trying to target
16 muni ci palities nore or individual custoners through
17 -- through utilities?
18 MR. MACK: The individual customers.
19 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO Ckay. And how -- how
20 do you find is the best way to target them or to
21 | et them know about these programs? | just -- you
22 know, especially, if you are tal king about | ower
23 I ncone custoners, | just think that they probably
24 have other things on their mnds, and this is --
25 woul d be the nost hel pful for them How are they
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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15

1 going to find out about these prograns and how t hey
2 can participate?
3 Because | know that sone of -- we've gone
4 t hrough, through the NARUC process, about talking
5 about these federal |egislations and, you know,
6 it's kind of a lengthy, |ike, application process
7 through the DOE website. So if there is any way
8 that your office assists themthrough that process,
9 is that sonething that -- that you guys can do?
10 MR, MACK: Well, there is one thing that we've
11 tal ked about, or discussed internally. Wth the
12 rebate program the only gui dance that we have
13 right now are what's called adm nistrative funds
14 for the rebate programto try to ranp up.
15 One of the things that we have discussed is
16 actually reaching out to the Public Service
17 Commi ssion to try to be able to purchase bil
18 stuffers, if you will, to go out to the custoners,
19 notifying themof the rebate program So that's
20 one of the things that's being discussed, giving
21 them the specifics of the program
22 COW SSI ONER PASSI DOMO.  Ckay. That's an
23 interesting idea. | nean, | think it m ght be
24 hel pful to work with the utilities specifically as
25 well. | don't know. Yeah. But | appreciate --
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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1 yeah, that's just a concern that | have is |like --

2 again, we want the noney to cone to Florida, of

3 course, but we also want it to be used effectively

4 for those custoners who need it the nost.

5 Thank you.

6 CHAI RMAN FAY: Geat. Thank you, Conm ssioner

7 Passi dono.

8 Any ot her questions?

9 Just -- just one quick followup. | -- | am
10 not sure of the best way to frane this, but do you
11 find that there are, within the Departnent of
12 Energy, is -- is -- are there different points of
13 contact for each type of progranf? |In other words
14 shall, the State doesn't have the ability to go to
15 the Departnent of Energy with sone centralized
16 poi nt of contact and say, you know, we are the
17 third large state now Qur jurisdiction at the PSC
18 alone is one of the largest in the country.

19 mean, | think our ability at the make an i npact

20 could be significant, but it does seem chall enging

21 to get, kind of, the feedback that we need from al

22 different agencies, nunicipalities, state agencies,

23 private individuals, fromthe Departnent of Energy

24 with better direction.

25 Do you feel like you have been able to nake

112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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1 sone progress with either a central contact, or
2 maybe sil oed contacts dependi ng on the fundi ng?
3 MR MACK: It's siloed contacts dependi ng on
4 t he fundi ng.
5 Qur main contact is through Energy Efficiency
6 and Renewabl e Energy, or the State Energy and
7 Communi ty Prograns that has been renaned, but
8 that's our main contact. But if there are any
9 energy issues needing a contact, we are able to
10 reach out via the silos and try to put people in
11 appropri ate contact.
12 CHAI RVAN FAY: And do you it's in part not
13 that the funding will get distributed, but nore
14 just a timng issue? Like, it sounds like with
15 sone of these prograns, to your comments, that we
16 are just not quite there yet. Like, they are
17 finalizing maybe exactly how distribution wll
18 wor k?
19 MR. MACK: Correct. W have been told what we
20 were going to receive, but the gui dance has not
21 been given yet.
22 CHAI RVAN FAY: (kay.
23 MR MACK: One other programthat was assi gned
24 by the Governor to the D vision of Energency
25 Managenent is the grid resiliency. That did not
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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1 come through the Energy O fice. It went through
2 Emer gency Managenent. And that particul ar program
3 of course, works with the utilities.
4 CHAI RMAN FAY: Okay. Geat. Thank you.
5 Comm ssi oners, seeing no other questions, M.
6 Mack, | know that the Conm ssion -- | say the
7 Conmm ssi on, the other Comm ssion, the Conm ssion of
8 Agriculture and Consuner Services, | know you are
9 busy and have a lot of work. W really appreciate
10 the taking the tinme, and for the Conm ssion
11 all owi ng you to conme over here and give us the
12 information. And | think our agency and yours w ||
13 be communi cati ng about sone of these energy
14 efficiency things, and information we can put out
15 to custoners and the public that will be hel pful.
16 | think we share a common goal of just trying
17 to get those expended in the way that's best and
18 appropriate for custoners, and nake sure they that
19 it's available if it's something they -- they
20 qualify for.
21 So thank you again for your time this norning.
22 W nove on to other business in our |nternal
23 Affairs, so you don't have to hang around with us
24 if you don't want to. W won't be offended by any
25 nmeans. But thank you again for your tinme this
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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nor ni ng.

MR, MACK: Thank you for the opportunity.

CHAI RVAN FAY: Al right. Conm ssioners, with
that, next we will nove into our General Counsel's
report.

M5. HELTON: There is no report, M. -- this
nor ni ng, M. Chairnman.

CHAI RMAN FAY: Okay. Geat. Thank you.

Qur Executive Director?

MR, BAEZ: Good norning, M. Chairmn and
Conmi ssi oner s.

CHAI RVAN FAY: Good nor ni ng.

MR, BAEZ: A couple of itens.

First, Florida Water -- Florida Community
Water Systens, staff will be holding a virtua
custonmer neeting on June 20th at 10:00 a.m The
conpany filed, in Novenber of '22, for revenue
neutral rate restructuring limted proceeding for
14 systens that it owns in Brevard, Lake and Sunter
Counties, and the notice has been given to the
custoners, so nark that -- that should be marked on
your cal endars.

Secondl y, update on the Peoples Gas System
rate case, specifically the custoner service

hearings. As | had nentioned before, the in-person
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1 cust omer service hearings are upcon ng, Wdnesday,

2 June 28th at 2:00 p.m in Penbroke Pines, and the

3 foll om ng day, Thursday, June 29th at 2:00 p.m in

4 Brandon, in Hi |l sborough County.

5 There are a nunber of other ways to

6 participate, specifically on virtual custoner

7 nmeeti ngs, which have already been schedul ed

8 July 10th and July 11th at various tinmes, and as

9 wel | the technical hearing is schedul ed for August
10 29t h, com ng end of sumrer.

11 And now | have another item-- a |ast item of
12 interest, and we've got a very snmall and tightknit
13 community in the best sense of the word. And in
14 that vein, it may already w dely be known that our
15 nost excellent Director of Econom cs, Judy Harl ow,
16 will be retiring at the end of July. And while we
17 are not fully ready to say our farewells today,

18 that day is going to be way | ouder and way sadder,
19 certainly for ne. W felt it prudent, and in the
20 interest of a snoboth transition, to announce her
21 repl acenent today for the benefit of all involved.
22 And with that, | wanted to announce t hat

23 El i sabet h Draper has accepted the great chall enge
24 of replacing Judy. And | am assum ng that includes
25 the uphill battle of getting nme to nanme ny cat.
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1 It's not going to happen.
2 El i sabeth is a wonderful anbassador for our
3 agency. And anyone that has heard her speak of the
4 agency can attest to that. She's been with the
5 Comm ssion for 29 years. |It's amazing, that
6 nunber, that it's been -- that tinme has flown. She
7 joined us in 1994 as a regulatory analyst with
8 Electric and Gas. And is now currently, until
9 further notice, Econom cs -- the Econom c Bureau
10 Chief in Inmpact and Rate Design.
11 | can't think of a better person. It was a
12 difficult decision certainly for Mark, and in
13 di scussing wth ne. W had -- we had good choi ces,
14 and hard choices to make, but | think we've nmade a
15 great choice, and | want to congratul ate Eli sabet h.
16 And | hope you will join nme in congratulating her
17 and wel com ng her to the new post as well. So
18 thank you for the tine, and thank you, Elisabeth,
19 for agreeing to take on the chall enge.
20 That's all | have got. And if you have got
21 guestions, | am happy to answer anything you have.
22 CHAI RMAN FAY: Okay. Conm ssioners, any
23 questions for M. Baez?
24 M. Baez, thank you for the update. | think
25 it's inportant to -- for the Conm ssion to have
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
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25

i nformati on about transitions |like that, and so |
appreciate you bringing themforward. Although,
it's definitely bittersweet, and | amexcited for
Ms. Draper, very sad to see Judy --

MR. BAEZ: This is the definition of
bittersweet. You always |like to see good peopl e,
you know, we have a small agency but good peopl e
nove on in their career -- nove up in their
careers, but sadly, that involves great people
novi ng on, SO --

CHAI RMAN FAY: Yeah. And Judy the Cat, also
sounds |li ke a great cat nmaybe to have, and nmaybe
just sone --

MR, BAEZ: It mght -- well, you know, Judas
the Cat is -- is probably nore appropriate but, you
know - -

CHAI RVAN FAY: Yeah. GCkay. Okay. Fair
enough. Yeah. Yeah.

Okay. Well, Conmm ssioners, seeing any other
guesti ons? None.

Wth that, any other matters? Seeing no other
matters.

Wth that, we conclude Internal Affairs.
Thank you.

(Proceedi ngs concl uded.)
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1 CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

2 STATE OF FLORI DA )

. COUNTY OF LEON )

4

5 |, DEBRA KRICK, Court Reporter, do hereby

6 certify that the foregoi ng proceeding was heard at the

7 time and place herein stated.

8 | T IS FURTHER CERTI FI ED t hat |

9 stenographically reported the said proceedings; that the
10 sane has been transcribed under ny direct supervision;
11 and that this transcript constitutes a true

12 transcription of ny notes of said proceedi ngs.

13 | FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative,

14  enpl oyee, attorney or counsel of any of the parties, nor
15 aml a relative or enployee of any of the parties'

16 attorney or counsel connected with the action, nor am!|
17 financially interested in the action.

18 DATED this 22nd day of June, 2023.

19

20

21

22 ) y // .

23 _é_§ ;_g 5&;;/24__/_<_7émz4__

. KRI CK
24 NOTARY PUBLI C
COW SSI ON #HH31926

25 EXPI RES AUGUST 13, 2024
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