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II. Outside Persons 
Who Wish to 
Address the 
Commission at 
Internal Affairs 
 

NOTE: The records reflect that no outside persons 
addressed the Commission at this Internal 
Affairs meeting. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

III. Supplemental 
Materials for 
Internal Affairs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE: The following material pertains to Item 3 of 
this agenda. 



COMMUNICATIONS, ENERGY, AND PUBLIC 

UTILITIES 	 Partiesl~ HIDdout 

Intema1~ 
Interim Projects on 7 I 13/ 0:;0 I~ 

ItemNo~3-

INTERIM PROJECT TITLE: 
Review Chapter 364, Florida Statutes, Relating to Telecommunications Companies to Identify 
Obsolete, Outdated, or Unnecessary Regulations, as well as Consumer and Wholesale Market 
Protections 

DATE DUE: October I, 20 I 0 

PROJECT NUMBER: 2011-108 

ISSUE DESCRIPTION and BACKGROUND: 
In 1995, the Legislature began to deregulate telephone service by amending chapter 364, Florida 

Statutes. The Legislature found that competition for the provision of local exchange service would be in 
the public interest and opened local telephone markets to competition on January I , 1996. Since that 
time, the industry has been significantly transformed and chapter 364, F.S., has been amended numerous 
times to address the issues that have arisen as a result of the market transformation including for the 
deregulation of telephone companies. 

In 2009, the Florida Public Service Commission (commission or PSC) reviewed and revised its 
rules relating to telecommunications to reflect the continuing policy of deregulation. Also in August, 
2009, the Division of Statutory Revision (DSR) circulated a list of provisions in the statutes that might 
need some sort of correction but would be beyond what DSR could or should do without Legislative 
action. The list was disseminated to the substantive committees to detennine if a fix was needed and to 
make recommendations for changes. Included in the list were sections in chapter 364, F.S. During the 
2010 Regular Session, HB 1377 was passed that repealed sections 364.03, 354.035, 364.037, 364.05, 
364.055, 364.14, 364.17, and 364.18, F.S., to remove obsolete provisions relating to regulation of 
telecommunications companies. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Chapter 364, F.S., appears to contain additional provisions that are obsolete, outdated or 

unnecessary given the competitive market and the evolution of technology. A review of the chapter, in 
consultation with the commission and industry, could identify unnecessary provisions as well as identify 
areas where regulation may still be necessary to protect consumers and the wholesale market. 

METHODOLOGY: 
Staff will seek information from the commission staff and industry to identify obsolete, outdated or 

unnecessary provisions to recommend for repeal. Staff will also research to identify areas where 
regulation may still be necessary to protect consumers and the wholesale market. 
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INTERIM PROJECT TITLE: 
R eview Potential Methods ofEncouraging Renewable Energy That Minimize the Economic 
Impact on Utility Ratepayers 

DATE DUE: October 1,2010 

PROJECT NUMBER: 2011-109 

ISSUE DESCRIPTION and BACKGROUND: 
Although the Legislature has taken steps in recent years to encourage expansion of use of renewable 

energy, there has been little increase in its use. The primary reason is that renewable energy currently 
costs more than energy produced by traditional methods, and the statutes have preserved the avoided 
cost standard for payment for renewable energy to protect utility ratepayers from increased costs. As a 
result, there has been little economic incentive for increased use of renewable energy. 

Use of state funds for renewable energy grants has produced little result to date. Numerous 
legislative proposals for funding mechanisms for renewable energy have failed , apparently due to 
concerns over the increased cost to ratepayers, including proposals for a renewable portfolio standard, 
for a feed-in tariff, and for various public benefits funds. 

As a consequence, most of the new renewable energy has come from regulated utilities, due to a 
statute that allowed them to recover more than their avoided cost for a limited amount of renewable 
energy projects. However, with a slow recovery from the recession and ratepayers suffering, there are 
indications that there is little I ikelihood of further expansion by use of this approach. 

OBJECTIVE: 
This project will seek to identify methods of encouraging renewable energy that do not have a 

detrimental impact on utility ratepayers and to identify and discuss the potential benefits and detriments 
of such methods, including potential limitations on any detriments . 

METHODOLOGY: 
Staff will seek information from staff of the Public Service Commission and from any interested 

parties; research and analyze relevant law in other states; identify potential solutions; and analyze and 
report on these potential solutions. 

Issue Briefs 

(None) 

Monitor Projects 

(None) 
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