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State of Florida

Public Service Commission
INTERNAL AFFAIRS AGENDA
Tuesday — December 15, 2020

Immediately Following Special Agenda
Room 148 — Betty Easley Conference Center

1. Legislative Updates
2. General Counsel’s Report
3. Executive Director’s Report

4. Other Matters

BB/aml

OUTSIDE PERSONS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION ON
ANY OF THE AGENDAED ITEMS SHOULD CONTACT THE
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT (850) 413-6463.



[II. Supplemental
Materials for Internal

Affairs

Note: The records reflect that there were no
supplemental materials provided to the Commission
during this Internal Affairs meeting.
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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 CHAI RVAN CLARK: (Good norni ng once again.
3 G ear?
4 All right. W are going to go ahead and cal
5 Internal Affairs nmeeting to order this norning.
6 It's good to see everybody once again. W are
7 going to begin this norning with our |egislative
8 updat es.
9 M. Potts, would you will like to give our
10 | egi sl ati ve update this norning?
11 MR, POITS: Yes, sir.
12 Good norning, everyone. | just wanted to
13 give, since we are getting into that season, kind
14 of a, you know, quick overview of what's com ng up
15 and goi ng on.
16 So commttee weeks are going to start on
17 January 11th. They will also be the week of the
18 25th of January, the 1st of February, the 8th of
19 February and the 15th of February. And then
20 session starts on March 2nd and runs through Apri
21 30t h.
22 A coupl e of quick notes. Sone of our
23 comm ttees have changed nanes wth the new Speaker
24 and President. So in House, you m ght see tourism
25 i nfrastructure and energy is our policy
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1 subcomm ttee, and that falls under the comerce
2 commttee. And then for appropriations, in the
3 House, it's state adm ni stration, technol ogy
4 appropriations, and then that falls under the radar
5 of Appropriations Commttee.
6 In the House, we still are waiting on
7 subconmm ttee chairs and committee assignnents, and
8 I think those m ght be com ng out this week, at
9 | east the chairs.
10 In the Senate, we are back to being under
11 regul ated industries, which we used to be for
12 years. So that nane has changed, and it's the
13 sane, ag, environnment and general governnent
14 appropriations and appropriations.
15 So far, there has there has been sone bills
16 filed. There is not a massive anmpbunt of them
17 W' ve seen and had request for bill analyses for
18 several bills that we've seen in the past,
19 renewabl e energy, Energy 2040 Task Force and
20 solar -- (inaudible) --
21 And then, you know, right now, that's really
22 all | have got. | amnot conpletely sure how
23 session is going to go, but we will see. It's
24 going to be interesting.
25 CHAI RMAN CLARK: Ckay. Al right. Anybody
114 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com

Premier Reporting

(850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



1 have any questions for Adan?
2 Comm ssi oner Brown.
3 COMM SSI ONER BROMN:  Thank you.
4 Thanks, Adam for the update -- | had an echo.
5 Question: Senator Brandes has two bills recently,
6 have they been assigned to commttees yet?
7 MR, POITS: kay. The Senate has done
8 commttee assignnents for their bills for nost of
9 them The House hasn't started assigning any yet
10 that | have seen.
11 COMM SSI ONER BROAN:  Are we tracking those two
12 bills?
13 MR, POTTS. Yes. Yeah, we are tracking al
14 the bills that have any -- but, yes, those are A
15 bills, those three are.
16 COW SSI ONER BROWN: Thank you so nuch.
17 CHAI RVAN CLARK: Any ot her questions for M.
18 Potts this norning? Anyone?
19 Al right. Thank you very much for your
20 report this norning.
21 General Counsel's report, M. Helton.
22 M5. HELTON: There is no report this norning,
23 M. Chairman.
24 CHAI RMAN CLARK: Al'l right. Thank you very
25 much.
114 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com

Premier Reporting (850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



1 Executive Director's report, M. Baez.
2 MR, BAEZ: Good norning, M. Chairman and
3 Comm ssioners. A few updates.
4 First, regarding the SARC custonmer neetings on
5 Decenber 16th, that's Wdnesday, tonorrow, staff is
6 going to conduct two virtual custoner neetings for
7 SARCs. One at 9:30 for the custoners of Lake Yal e,
8 one at 6:00 p.m for the custoners of MLeod
9 Gardens. They will both be virtual.
10 The custoners are invited to comment by phone,
11 and they should call the staff at (850)413-7080
12 prior to the neeting to nmake their arrangenent to
13 partici pate.
14 Secondly, the Uilities Inc. rate case service
15 heari ngs, we had two virtual |ast week, as you well
16 know, on the 10th, and the next ones are schedul ed
17 for January 6th, that's a Wdnesday, and Thursday
18 January 7th. Both -- I'msorry, the January 6th is
19 at 10:00 a.m The Thursday, January 7th neeting,
20 is at 6:00 p.m Again, custoners are asked to
21 contact the staff, that's (850)413-7080.
22 And lastly, on the demand-si de managenent
23 rul e-maki ng, we are schedul ed today for staff to
24 I ssue a notice of rule devel opnent and a wor kshop
25 on the DSM goal s and prograns. That notice is
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1 avai | abl e under Docket No. 20200181, and on the
2 Conmi ssion's website under the rul e devel opnent
3 tab. A staff workshop will be held on Thursday,
4 January 14th at 1:00 p.m to discuss the draft rule
5 amendnents included in the notice, and the details
6 on that will followto interested parti es.
7 And then lastly, M. Chair -- oh, if there is
8 any questions on those itens?
9 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  Anybody have any questions?
10 Al clear. Keep going.
11 MR, BAEZ: Geat. Thank you, Chairman.
12 And before | turn it over -- turn it back to
13 you, | wanted to take a point of personal
14 privilege, if you will indulge ne.
15 Once again | wanted to thank the staff, as we
16 are closing the year and getting to the last few
17 neetings of the year, | wanted to thank them again
18 fromall points of the agency for their hard work,
19 for their consistent work, for never having let the
20 side down. This has been the nost extraordinary
21 year certainly of ny life, and that includes
22 children. | will pay for that |ater.
23 Thi s has been the nost chall enging year for
24 this agency in many respects. | amsure that the
25 chal l enges are -- there are nore chall enges stil
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1 to cone, but the staff has held up their side so
2 well, and | wanted to tell them those that are
3 listening, how proud I am of the work that they've
4 done.
5 | also wanted to thank you all, Comm ssioners.
6 You all have been incredibly adaptable,
7 incredibly -- your cooperation and your support
8 through this nost extraordinary year has been
9 wonderful. And the work that you have done and how
10 you have hel ped us prepare you and support you has
11 been an exanple that | have never seen. So thank
12 you all for the work that you do and the support
13 that you give the staff and the entire agency.
14 And |l astly, as we are ending the year, | also
15 wanted to thank Dr. Pol mann on behalf of the staff
16 for his work and for his service, and personally
17 for his nmentorship. You know, he cane in four
18 years ago with a heck of a | ot of experience in
19 this gane that he wasted no tine in trying to pass
20 on. And hopefully, by sonme osnobsis, sone things
21 have sunk in. But | did want to thank him
22 personally for his service and wi sh himfarewell
23 and God speed.
24 And if you have any questions, | am happy to
25 answer .
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1 Thank you, Chairnman.

2 CHAI RVAN CLARK: Al right. Thank you,

3 Di rector Baez.

4 Al right. Let's nove on to other matters. |

5 think there are a few things that a coupl e of

6 Conmm ssi oners have.

7 | am going to begin with you, Comm ssioner

8 Fay. | think you have an itemyou wanted to

9 di scuss.

10 COWMWM SSI ONER FAY:  Thank you, M. Chairnan.

11 And just real quick, as Braulio was speaking
12 here, | just renenber that the Conm ssion | ost

13 sonebody recently who put in 50 years of service,
14 and | just think that's an amazing achi evenent, but
15 was a huge part of this Comm ssion, so | know this
16 has been a tough year for all of us, and | osing her
17 was, | think, sonmething hard for the folks at this
18 Commi ssion. So just add that to the things that

19 staff has dealt with and overconme during the year.
20 | did have -- | probably should al so add t hat
21 Commi ssioner Gcahamis wearing a tie at |nternal

22 Affairs, which mght be the nost -- you know, the
23 menorial thing of this entire year at this point.
24 But from a substance standpoint, | know that
25 the Comm ssion is tasked with operating and
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1 overseei ng sonme of the relay services conponents.
2 And in talking to sone of ny coll eagues around the
3 country, there has been sone di scussi on about
4 I nprovenents in those areas and the potenti al
5 i npact for new technol ogy and those sort of things.
6 And so if you would allow it, M. Chairman, ny hope
7 woul d be that maybe sonetine early next year, we
8 coul d have our staff come forward and bring us an
9 update as to how those are operating, and maybe
10 just give us a little nore informati on so when that
11 budget hits us at some point, we've got a little
12 nore background as to how they are functioning, and
13 potentially get sone questions answered at that
14 tinme.
15 And that's all that | had. Thank you.
16 CHAl RVAN CLARK: Absolutely. Thank you for
17 that, Comm ssioner Fay. W, | believe, are trying
18 to get that scheduled for very, very upcomng |A.
19 MR, BAEZ: | want to say we are shooting for
20 the February AL That will give us a chance to
21 reach out to FTRI and our other stakeholders in
22 order to put together sonething that wll be
23 informative that you --
24 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  And thank you, Conmm ssi oner
25 Fay, for your leadership on this itemas well.
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10

1 It's a very, very inportant task that we have and
2 certainly sonething that needs our full attention.
3 Thank you very nuch.
4 COWM SSI ONER FAY:  Thank you, M. Chair man.
5 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  Al'l right. Conm ssioners,
6 are there other Conm ssioners this norning? Any
7 ot her comments or questions?
8 Al right. Seeing none, | want to just take a
9 nmonment and concl ude our neeting today with a very,
10 very special -- it's kind of a sad day, Doc. It's
11 been a absol ute pleasure. Just once again, | know
12 we all spent a lot of our tinme at Agenda
13 Conference. We were roasting Doc a little bit, |
14 think, that last day, but | want to say fromthe
15 bottom of nmy heart, it has been a true pleasure to
16 get to know you. | consider you a friend and a
17 mentor. And we absolutely wi sh you the very best
18 in all of your future endeavors. You wll be
19 greatly m ssed as a part of the Public Service
20 Conmmi ssi on.
21 And with that, | would also |like to wi sh
22 everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy hol i day
23 season. Add on to what Director Baez said, to
24 thank you to the staff for all of your hard work
25 during this year. It has been amazing year. |It's
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11

1 been a difficult year, but | have never seen a

2 group of nore dedicated and tal ented individuals

3 that have pulled together the way this Conmm ssion

4 staff has worked for the |ast year, to nake sure

5 that we were able to continue to deliver the

6 exceptional custoner service that the people of

7 Fl orida expect. And | just can't -- can't say

8 enough about how proud I am of this organization

9 and how hard they have worked.

10 Commi ssi oner Graham everybody in the whol e
11 roomis just kind of |aughing and giggling, and |
12 am having to look to see what | amwearing that's
13 wong, and | | ooked down at the screen, and sure
14 enough, you have exceeded ny expectations once

15 agai n.

16 Al right. Any final coments this norning
17 bef ore we stand adj our ned?

18 Doc.

19 COW SSI ONER POLMANN:  Thank you, M.

20 Chai r man.

21 | appreciate everyone's graci ous conments, and
22 it's truly been a pleasure working with all of you.
23 And | regret we have not had the opportunity to be
24 together this year, but | thank everyone for their
25 supports, and renptely, | think we've been very
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12

1 successful .

2 As M. Baez has said, | know, on ny team we

3 refer to himeither affectionately or otherw se as

4 BB, not to be confused with those of us old enough

5 to know of an infanous gentleman fromhis area, |

6 believe fromthe N xon era. But, BB, thank you.

7 M. Baez, | appreciate your friendship and the

8 support that you provided ne.

9 And, Conmi ssioners, | amvery a grateful for
10 bei ng great colleagues. And to everyone on staff,
11 as | said at the last neeting, | appreciate your
12 support and all that you have taught ne.

13 M. Chairman, | can't say enough about how

14 much | have enjoyed working here at the Conmm ssi on,
15 and I will renmenber every day that we've been

16 toget her, every neeting that we've had, and truly,
17 | have enjoyed working with all of our colleagues
18 on the other side of the bench out there at the

19 table and in the audi ence and our custoners.

20 The utilities' custoners, | consider nenmbers
21 of the public because, in fact, we serve the public
22 in everything that we do, and that's why we work.
23 That's why we do what we do. And | understood that
24 fromday one. W are serving the public. [It's

25 nost the inportant thing that we do to serve the
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13

1 State of Florida and truly serve the public. And
2 that's -- that's the greatest pleasure that | take
3 fromthis.
4 So thank you for all of your support,
5 Commi ssioners and staff, and | |ook forward to
6 working with you in the future in whatever capacity
7 | can.
8 So again, M. Chairman, | appreciate the
9 opportunity to be here and to speak just for a few
10 m nut es.
11 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  Thank you very nuch.
12 All right. Any final comments before we
13 adj our n?
14 Seei ng none, thank you all for your attendance
15 today. See you in 2021.
16 We st and adj our ned.
17 (Proceedi ngs concl uded.)
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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1 CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER
2 STATE OF FLORIDA )
COUNTY OF LEON )
3
4
5 |, DEBRA KRICK, Court Reporter, do hereby
6 certify that the foregoi ng proceeding was heard at the
7 time and place herein stated.
8 | T 1S FURTHER CERTI FI ED t hat |
9 stenographically reported the said proceedings; that the
10 sane has been transcribed under ny direct supervision;
11 and that this transcript constitutes a true
12 transcription of ny notes of said proceedi ngs.
13 | FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative,
14  enpl oyee, attorney or counsel of any of the parties, nor
15 aml a relative or enployee of any of the parties'
16 attorney or counsel connected with the action, nor am!|
17 financially interested in the action.
18 DATED this 22nd day of Decenber, 2020.
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