FPSC Urges Hurricane Preparedness;
Utilities Prepare for Busy Storm Season

Floridians are adept at navigating emergencies. In addition to the challenges of combating
COVID-19, hurricane season began on June 1, and it’s predicted to have above-normal ac-
tivity. Preparation is still the key, and the Florida Public Service Commission (FPSC) wants
to help you be ready for a storm emergency.

“Getting a hurricane plan in place is even more important this year as we also consider the
recommended COVID-19 restrictions,” said FPSC Chairman Gary Clark. “If a hurricane hits
in the early part of the hurricane season, customers might experience longer power outag-
es, as Florida’s utilities implement measures to protect public health as they restore service.

“Make sure to take time to prepare emergency supplies in the event of a storm,” Commis-
sioner Clark added. “The FPSC encourages you to have plenty of non-perishable food, wa-
ter, flashlights, hand sanitizer, and other provisions ready to help your family quickly recover
if a storm hits.”

To assist with hurricane season preparation, planning tools are available on the FPSC’s
website. The FPSC’s “Hurricane House,” in English and Spanish, includes 19 preparation
tips for your home and family, from planning an evacuation route to dealing with downed
power lines. You can also find a consumer tip on making a hurricane kit, as well as a
consumer tip on storm preparation.

The FPSC also ensures that the state’s electric utilities are prepared for storm season. The
Commission held its annual Hurricane Preparedness Workshop, where each investor-owned
electric utility reviewed its current storm season procedures, including FPSC-mandated
storm preparedness initiatives:

& Facility inspections, maintenance, and repairs;
& Vegetation management;
¢ Flooding and storm surge mitigation;
& Wooden pole inspections; and
¢ Coordination with other utilities, government, and community groups

C LIC K H E RE to view the FPSC’s Hurricane Preparedness Workshop

Hosted by the Florida Channel - ON THE LINE



http://www.floridapsc.com/ConsumerAssistance/HurricaneHouse?lang=E
http://www.floridapsc.com/ConsumerAssistance/TipoftheWeek?TipDate=June%2003,%202013
http://www.floridapsc.com/ConsumerAssistance/TipoftheWeek?TipDate=June%2014,%202010
https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/on-the-line-psc-review-of-utility-hurricane-plans/

